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Public  Health  Department, 

4 Albyn  Place, 

ABERDEEN,  31st  May,  1938. 


To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland, 

and 

The  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 

Town  Council  of  the  City  of  Aberdeen. 

Gentle men, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  done  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector's  Department  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1937*  The  Report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

In  all  branches  of  the  Department' s work,  the  year  under  review 
has  been  a very  busy  one,  but  again  particular  reference  must  be  made 
regarding  the  amount  of  work  which  requires  to  be  done  in  connection 
with  housing  conditions. 

I have  again  to  express  rry  appreciation  of  the  hearty  co- operation 
and  valuable  services  rendered  by  all  the  Members  of  the  Staff. 
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REPORT. 


COMPLAINTS. 


Undernoted  is  a tabular  statement  regarding  the  number  of  conplaints 
received,  all  of  which  were  attended  to 


Conplaints  No  Action 
Received,  necessary. 


(a)  Choked  or  defective  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences, 

(b)  Dampness,  

fc)  Want  of  cleanliness,  

(d^)  Overcrowding,  

(e)  Dwellings  infested  with  vermin,  

(f)  Nuisances  caused  by  keeping  domestic  animals, 

(g)  Offensive  smells,  

(h)  Accumulations  of  Refuse,  

(i)  Structural  Repairs,  

( (j ) Other , . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Totals,  . . 


689 

119 

245 

159 

218 

139 

580 

48 

528 

232 

154 

60 

158 

112 

147 

47 

1,392 

106 

185 

108 

4,296 

1,130 

The  total  number  of  conplaints  was  4,  296,  as  compared  with  4,531  in 
the  previous  year,  and  4,435  in  1935.  As  has  been  the  case  for  a number 
of  years,  the  largest  proportion  of  the  conplaints  referred  to  the  need 
for  structural  repairs. 

For  the  first  time  in  several  years  there  has  been  a decrease  in 
the  number  of  conplaints. 


DRAINAGE . 

During  the  year,  the  drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements  of  9 properties 
were  examined,  and  in  all  cases  found  to  be  defective.  The  owners  were 
called  upon  to  carry  out  the  alterations  necessary  in  order  to  put  the 
premises;  in  accordance  with  modern  requirements,  and  in  all  cases  the 
work  was  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (A) . 

The  number  of  choked  drains  was  723,  as  compared  with  695  in  the 
previous  year,  676  in  1935,  and  747  in  1934,  while  the  number  of  choked 
w.c.'s  was  28,  as  conpared  with  1+6  in  the  previous  year,  29  in  1935,  and 
49  in  1934*  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  during  the  past  year  to 
institute  legal  proceedings  against  a house  proprietor  for  failure  to 
clear  out  a choked  drain  or  w.c. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  there  is  no  doubt  that  a 
large  percentage  of  such  chokages  is  due  to  inproper  usage  on  the  part 
of  the  tenants.  A number  of  years  ago  the  Department  introduced  the 
policy  of  sending  letters  of  warning  to  the  tenants  in  all  cases  where 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  chokage  was  due  to  wilful  interference 
or  inproper  use.  During  the  year  135  letters  were  sent,  as  conpared  with 
70  in  the  previous  year,  109  in  1935,  and  153  in  1934* 

Fishers'  Squares,  Footdee. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
houses  in  these  Squares. 
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Sanitary  Conveniences  &c.  used  in  common. 

In  the  circular  issued  by  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland 
relative  to  Annual  Reports,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  called  upon  to 
include  in  his  Report  notes  regarding  the  sanitary  conveniences. eitc. , 
used  in  common,  including  a statement  as  to  the  number  of  (a)  water- 
closets;  (b)  dry  closets;  (c)  privy  middens;  and  (d)  ashpits  in  use, 
shewing  for  each  separately  the  number  serving  2,  3,  4 and  5 or  more 
tenants  respectively.  Information  must  also  be  given  regarding  the 
number  of  houses  without  inside  water-supply  and  sink.  The  Department 
desire  all  local  authorities  to  obtain  this  information  with  the  view 
of  their  making  fuller  use  of  their  powers  to  require  the  introduction, 
wherever  practicable,  of  water  and  water-closets  into  those  houses  which 
are  at  present  without  these. 

The  following  table,  which  has  been  brought  up-to-date,  gives 
information  regarding  the  proportion  of  W.Cs. , in  houses  in  the  various 
Wards  of  the  City,  exclusive  of  self-contained  dwellings  and  of  all 
houses  erected  under  Corporation  Housing  Schemes. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  there  are 
W.Cs.  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  :- 


Total 
No,  of 

No,  of 
Houses 

One 

Two 

Three 

Pour 

Five 

Six 

More 
thai  Six 

Ward. 

Houses. 

visited. 

tenant . 

tenants. 

tenants. 

tenants . tenants,  tenants,  tenants. 

Torry  . ... 

3,821 

2,297 

83 

1,868 

195 

124 

15 

12 

— 

St.  Clements 

3,995 

3,735 

111 

965 

1 ,018 

1,013 

294 

204 

130 

Greyfriars  . . 

4-, 112 

4-, 036 

57 

883 

1,247 

1,074 

437 

256 

82 

St.  Machar  . . 

5,564- 

3,025 

169 

2,022 

549 

181 

45 

59 

- 

Woodside 

4-,  670 

1,602 

53 

530 

500 

394 

108 

17 

- 

St.  Nicholas 

2, 606 

2,415 

125 

1,054 

490 

442 

193 

36 

75 

Rose mount  . . . 

3,407 

1,856 

101 

1,065 

352 

238 

69 

24 

7 

Rubislaw  . . . 

3,34-3 

1 ,186 

90 

881 

79 

126 

10 

- 

- 

Gilcomston  .. 

3,153 

2,757 

104 

896 

754 

511 

215 

128 

149 

Holburn 

2,768 

2,103 

183 

1,389 

204 

194 

83 

42 

8 

Ruthrieston  . 

4-,  4-05 

1,419 

165 

981 

197 

20 

25 

24 

7 

Ferryhill  . . . 

3,288 

2,046 

127 

1,129 

478 

190 

90 

24 

8 

Grand  Totals, 

4-5,132 

28,477 

1,368 

13,663 

6,063 

4,507 

1,584 

826 

466 

Percentages 

4-8 

48.0 

21 .3 

15.8 

5.6 

2.9 

1.1 

The  number  of  additional  W.Cs.  provided  during  the  year  was  534« 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  52.8  per  cent,  of  the  houses  visited 
there  is  at  least  one  W.C.  to  every  two  tenants.  In  21.3  per  cent,  the 
preportion  is  one  to  three  tenants;  in  15.8  per  cent,  one  to  four  tenants; 
in  5.6  per  cent,  one  to  five  tenants;  while  in  the  remaining  4.-0  per  cent, 
there  are  more  than  five  tenants  to  a W.C. 

Acting  upon  instructions  received  from  the  Town  Council  a commencement 
was  made  in  1936  with  the  task  of  calling  upon  owners  to  provide  W.Cs.  in 
the  proportion  of  at  least  one  W.C.  to  every  two  tenants.  During  1936,  the 
number  of  additional  W.Cs.  provided  was  36 5,  and  during  the  year  under 
review  the  number  was  534-  Up  to  the  end  of  last  year,  therefore,  the 
total  number  of  additional  W.Cs.  provided  is  899*  Some  considerable  time 
must  elapse  before  all  the  properties  in  the  City  can  be  dealt  with,  but 
the  work  is  being  undertaken  as  speedily  as  possible.  Due  regard,  however, 
must  be  paid  to  the  rate  at  which  tradesmen  are  able  to  carry  out  the  work. 
The  staff  are  working  in  several  parts  of  the  City  - going  from  house  to 
house  and  from  street  to  street  - and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
report  that  no  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  getting  the  required 
work  carried  out.  This  is  all  the  more  gratifying  when  a recent  Sheriff 
Court/ 
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Court  decision  is  kept  in  mind. 

In  this  case  the  Town  Council  of  Troon  served  Notices  upon  the 
owners  of  certain  houses  in  that  burgh,  requiring  them  in  terms  of 
Section  21+6  of  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892,  to  provide 
additional  W.Cs.  The  Section  referred  to  provides  that  "Within  one 
month  after  Notice  given  by  the  Town  Council  in  writing  for  that  purpose, 
the  owner  of  every  house  or  part  of  a house  occupied  by  a separate  family, 
into  which  water  has  not  already  been  introduced,  shall,  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  any  bye-laws  made  by  the  Town  Council,  introduce  water 
thereto,  and  shallfit  up  in  some  window  recess,  cr  other  well-lighted  and 
ventilated  place,  a sink  sufficient  to  carry  off  the  whole  foul  water;  and 
after  a like  notice  every  such  owner  shall  also,  subject  as  aforesaid, 
provide  for  such  house  or  part  of  a house  occupied  by  a separate  family, 
wherever  practicable,  a sufficient  water-closet , The  Section  of  our 
local  Act  dealing  with  the  provision  of  sinks  and  water-closets  is  in 
similar  terms. 

The  owners  appealed  to  the  Sheriff  against  the  Notices,  and  their 
appeal  was  sustained,  the  orders  recalled,  and  the  Town  Council  found 
liable  in  expenses.  It  was  admitted  by  the  Town  Council  that  there  was 
a water  supply  laid  into  every  dwelling-house,  and  that  there  was  a 
water-closet  on  each  floor  shared  by  three  families.  The  appellants 
claimed  that  the  Town  Council  had  no  power  under  Section  21+6  of  the  1892 
Act  to  require  the  provision  of  water-closets  in  any  house  into  which 
water  had  already  been  introduced,  and  that  their  powers  as  regards  the 
provision  of  water-closets  were  exhausted  when  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court 
granted  warrant  for  the  erection  of  the  tenements . 

In  giving  his  decision  the  Sheriff  stated  that  the  true  legal 
position  appeared  to  be  that  the  respondents  have  no  power  under  Section 
21+6  of  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892,  to  require  the  provision  of 
water-closets  for  the  houses  in  question,  because  v/ater  has  already  been 
introduced  into  the  houses  without  the  respondents  having  to  exercise 
their  powers  under  the  Section. 

The  decision  was  appealed  to  the  first  Division  of  the  Court  of 
Session,  and  the  Court  unanimously  sustained  the  appeal,  holding  that  the 
Notices  were  not  ultra  vires. 

During  the  period  which  elapsed  between  the  decision  in  the  Sheriff 
Court  and  the  decision  in  the  Court  of  Session,  we  continued  serving 
Notices  calling  upon  owners  to  provide  additional  WiCs.,  but  no  steps 
were  taken  to  enforce  the  Notices  until  the  appeal  was  sustained. 
Immediately  thereafter,  however,  all  owners  of  properties  where  the 
required  additional  W,  Cs.  had  not  been  provided,  or  arranged  for,  were 
communicated  with,  and  steps  were  taken  to  proceed  with  the  required  work. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  W.Cs.  are  being  provided  in  annexes 
erected  at  the  rear  of  the  properties,  but  in  the  older  type  of  property, 
where  the  existing  W<,Cs„  are  situated  in  the  back  court,  and  where,  owing 
to  the  structure  of  the  building,  it  would  be  difficult,  and  in  some  cases 
impossible,  to  erect  annexes,  there  has  been  no  alternative  but  to  erect 
the  W.Cs.  in  the  back  court.  The  provision  of  the  additional  W. Cs.  is 
being  recognised  both  by  owners  and  tenants  as  a great  boon. 

Opportunity  is  also  being  taken  to  get  rid  of  all  obsolete  W.Cs. 
During  1936,  the  number  of  such  W.Csc  replaced  was  194,  while  the  number 
during  the  past  year  was  380. 

No  action  is,  of  course,  being  taken  in  connection  with  these 
properties  which  ought  to  be  demolished  as  soon  as  possible, 
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Dry  Closets,  Privy  Middens  and  Ashpits. 

There  are  69  dry  closets,  and  1 privy  midden  known  to  the  Department, 
"being  2 less  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  was  due  to  the  demolition 
of  two  old  properties.  Owing  to  pressure  of  work  it  has  so  far  "been 
found  impossible  to  make  a survey  of  the  district  added  to  the  City  in 
1934,  "but  it  is  hoped  to  "be  able  to  have  this  done  in  the  near  future. 

In  this  district  there  are  a number  of  dry  closets  and  ashpits. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports,  the  majority  of  the  dwelling-houses 
in  connection  with  v/hich  there  are  dry  closets  arc  situated  in  the 
outskirts,  and  in  districts  in  which  there  are  neither  water  mains  nor 
sewers.  There  are,  however,  a number  of  other  houses  where  the  ceilings 
are  low,  and  the  light  and  ventilation  inadequate,  so  that  nothing  short 
of  re- construct  ion  would  render  such  houses  fit  for  human  habitation.  As 
these  houses  are  mainly  situated  in  districts  where  recently  a considerable 
amount  of  feuing  has  taken  place,  the  owners  would  readily  demolish  the 
houses  if  alternative  accommodation  could  be  found  for  the  tenants.  In 
all  cases  where  this  was  not  done  by  the  owner,  the  houses  could  be  dealt 
with  by  means  of  Demolition  Orders,  but  again  lack  of  alternative 
accommodation  prevents  this  being  done  meantime. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  situation  of  the  Privies :- 
(a)  Dry  Closets. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  there  are 
pail  privies  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  :-  Total 


One 

Two 

Three 

Pour 

Privies 

Ward. 

tenant. 

tenants. 

tenants. 

tenants. 

in  Ward. 

St.  Machar, 

4 

7 

2 

2 

15 

Woodside,  ... 

21 

8 

- 

- 

29 

Rosemount,  ... 

7 

4 

- 

- 

11 

Rubislaw, 

10 

1 

1 

- 

12 

Ferryhill, 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Totals,  ... 

44 

20 

3 

2 

69 

(b)  Privy  Middens. 

One  in  Woodside  Ward, 

used  by  one  tenant. 

Ashpits. 

The  total  number  of  ashpits  is  18,  being  one 

less  than  in 

the 

previous  year. 

Used  by 

Wards 

One  tenant.  Two 

tenants.  Three  tenants. 

Woodside,  ... 

7 

2 

St.  Machar,  . . . 

5 

3 

1 

Totals,  . . . 

12 

5 

1 

Sinks./ 
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Sinks. 


No.  of  No.  of  houses  in  which  No.  of  houses  in  which 


Ward. 

Houses 

Inspected. 

water 

sinks 

is  obtained  from 
on  stair  landings. 

water  is  obtained  from 
taps  in  back  court. 

Torry,  . ... 

2,297 

34 

17 

St.  Clements,. 

3,735 

1 ,121 

131 

Greyfriars,  .. 

4,036 

1,435 

69 

St.  Machar,  .. 

3,025 

166 

67 

Woodside,  ... 

1,602 

410 

122 

St.  Nicholas, . 

2,415 

452 

22 

Rosemount , ... 

1,856 

113 

7 

Rubislaw, 

1,186 

8 

- 

Gilcomston,  . . 

2,757 

505 

27 

Holburn, 

2,103 

116 

24 

Ruthrieston,  . 

1,419 

85 

4 

Ferryhill,  ... 

2,046 

174 

14 

Grand  Total,  . 

28,477 

4,619 

504 

Percentages 

16.2 

1.8 

The  number  of  houses  without  sinks  inside  the  houses  is  5,123, 
being  204  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  In  6l  9 houses  the  water 
supply  is  obtained  from  one  or  more  common  sinks  on  the  stair  landings, 
and  in  the  remaining  504  houses  the  only  water  supply  available  is 
from  taps  provided  in  the  back  courts. 

The  majority  of  houses  without  sinks  are  situated  in  properties 
which  should  be  demolished  as  soon  as  possible. 


HOUSING. 

The  following  table  supplied  by  the  City  Architect  shows  the 
position  of  the  various  Housing  Schemes  as  at  31st  December  last. 
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STATEMENT  SHEWING  POSITION  OF  VARIOUS  HOUSING  SCHEMES  AS  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1937. 
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Statement  (Gontd.) 
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Number  of  Corporation  Houses  erected  since  1 9 1 9 » 

The  numbers  of  houses  erected  at  3 1st  December  last  were  :- 

a^  Additional  Houses,  2,988 

b)  Slum  Clearance  & Relief  of  Overcrowding,  . 2,026 


5,014 


The  number  of  Corporation  houses  corrpleted  during  the  year  was  526. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  since  1919, 
with  the  aid  of  subsidies  under  the  Housing  Acts,  is,  1,685*  This  number 
includes  49  houses  erected  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Assistance  to 
Builders)  Scheme  (Scotland),  1920.  Of  the  total  number  259  contained 
more  than  four  rooms.  Tire  scheme  of  assistance  to  private  enterprise 
was  terminated  on  31st  March,  1934* 

I am  indebted  to  the  City  Engineer  for  the  following  information 
regarding  the  number  of  houses  erected  without  the  aid  of  a subsidy  since 
1919.  The  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  so  erected  is  2,598,  and  of 
these  1,920  consisted  cf  houses  of  four  rooms  and  under.  The  number 
erected  during  1937  was  507,  of  which  409  contained  four  rooms  and  under. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling-houses,  erected  during  the  period 
1919“37,  is,  therefore,  9,297,  and  of  these  937  contained  more  than  four 
rooms. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  erected  during  the  past  year  was 
1 ,033,  as  corrpared  with  :- 

1,335  in  1936; 

1 ,108  in  1935; 

620  in  1934; 

578  in  1933; 

221  in  1932; 

Overcrowding. 

A summary  of  a detailed  report  on  a preliminary  survey  of  all  houses 
with  a rateable  value  of  £45  and  under,  was  contained  in  the  Report  for 
1935*  The  number  of  overcrowded  families  discovered  at  this  survey 
which  was  corrpleted  in  February,  1936,  was  10,915*  Since  that  date,  and 
up  to  the  close  of  the  year,  300  additional  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
discovered,  120  of  these  being  during  1936,  and  180  during  the  past  year. 
Full  information  regarding  these  cases  was  sent  to  the  City  Chamberlain, 
by  whose  Department  all  Corporation  houses  are  let. 

During  the  year,  601  families  were  decrowded  by  transference  to 
houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority;  while  38  families  are  estimated  to 
have  been  decrowded  by  transference  to  houses  in  private  ownership.  The 
total  number  of  families  decrowded  was,  therefore,  639* 

Upper  Denbum  &c.  Clearance  Scheme. 

All  the  houses  in  this  Scheme  (31 6 in  number)  have  now  been  vacated. 
Other  Clearance  Schemes. 

On  2nd  December,  1935,  the  Town  Council  passed  a Clearance  Resolution, 
dealing  with  288  insanitary  dwellings  in  Spring  Garden  and  vicinity;  while 
on  16th  March,  1936,  they  passed  a supplementary  resolution  dealing  with 
36  dwellings  in  the  same  vicinity.  The  total  number  of  dwellings  in  this 
Scheme/ 


685 

in 

1931; 

600 

in 

1930; 

929 

in 

1929; 

727 

in 

1928; 

539 

in 

1927* 
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Scheme  is,  therefore,  32 4.  The  majority  of  the  properties  embraced  in 
this  Scheme  have  "been  purchased  by  private  agreement,  and  negotiations 
for  the  purchase  of  the  remainder  are  in  progress.  Of  the  324  houses 
94  have  been  vacated  by  the  end  of  May. 

On  20th  January,  1936,  the  Council  passed  a Resolution  dealing  with 
259  insanitary  dwellings  in  Miller  Street  and  vicinity.  All  these 
properties  have  been  purchased  by  private  agreement,  and  77  have  now 
been  vacated. 

On  15th  June,  1936,  the  Council  passed  a resolution  dealing  with 
74  insanitary  properties  in  Albion  Street  and  vicinity,  all  of  which 
properties  belonged  to  the  Council.  Accommodation  has  already  been 
provided  for  59  of  the  tenants. 

On  5th  April,  1937>  a resolution  was  passed  dealing  with  27  houses 
belonging  to  the  Town  Council,  and  situated  in  North  Constitution  Street, 
Poison's  Place,  Sunnybank  Gardens  and  Justice  Mill.  Of  these  houses,  25 
have  now  been  vacated. 


Other  Insanitary  Dwellings  - Action  taken  under  Section  16  of  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930. 

During  the  past  year  181  dwellings  were  dealt  with  by  means  of 
Demolition  Orders,  and  41  "by  means  of  Closing  Orders.  The  total  number 
of  dwellings  dealt  with  under  Section  16  was,  therefore,  222. 


Tents  and  Vans. 


In  December,  1936,  the  number  cf  such  tents,  vans,  etc.,  was  58* 

Of  these,  35#  containing  153  persons,  were  occupied  by  persons  who 
desire  to  obtain  a house. 

At  a census  taken  in  December  last,  it  was  found  that  although 
accommodation  for  a number  of  these  tent  and  van  dwellers  had  been 
provided  in  the  course  of  the  year,  the  number  of  families  living  in 
tents,  vans,  etc.,  was  65.  Of  these,  23  containing  133  persons  were 
occupied  by  itinerants,  or  by  persons  who  do  not  wish  to  obtain  a house 
in  the  City.  The  remaining  42,  containing  1 41  persons,  were  occupied  by 
persons  who  desire  to  obtain  a house. 

It  will  be  observed,  therefore,  that  between  December  1936,  and 
December  1937#  there  was  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  structures 
of  7»  and  also  an  increase  of  7 in  the  number  of  persons  who  desired  to 
obtain  a house. 

I am  informed  by  the  Factorial  Department  that  during  the  period 
which  has  elapsed  between  6th  July  1936,  the  date  of  a letter  to  the 
Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  and  the  present  date,  13  households 
have  been  removed  from  the  various  camping  grounds  and  provided  with 
accommodation  by  the  Corporation.  Seven  of  these  were  removed  to  Jute 
Buildings,  3 to  Castlehill  Barracks,  2 to  Torry  Battery,  and  1 to  a 
new  Housing  Scheme  at  Hay ton. 

Owing,  however,  to  the  acute  shortage  of  houses,  a number  of 
additional  households  have  been  compelled  to  find  accommodation  in  these 
camping  grounds. 

During  the  year  no  huts  or  similar  structures  were  dealt  with  under 
Seation  71  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1935#  which  enacts  that  "The 
provisions  of  Part  I of  the  Act  of  1930  relating  to  buildings  included 
in/ 
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in  an  area  to  which  a clearance  order  relates,  and  of  Part  II  of  that  Act 
relating  to  dwelling-houses,  shall  have  effect  in  relation  to  any  hut, 
tent,  caravan  or  other  temporary  or  movable  form  of  s lie  Iter  which  is 
used  for  human  habitation,  and  has  been  on  the  same  site  or  a site  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  for  a period  of  two  years  next  before  action  is  taken 
under  these  provisions  in  like  manner  as  if  it  had  been  a building  or 
dwelling-house. " 

Summer  Campers. 

There  are  a number  of  pieces  of  ground,  principally  in  the  Kincorth 
District,  which  have,  for  a number  of  years  been  let  to  summer  campers. 
These  grounds  - eleven  in  number,  were  regularly  visited  during  the 
summer  months.  During  one  week  in  July,  there  were  4 huts,  36  tents, 

4 caravans  and  259  bivouacs  occupied  by  740  persons  - 656  men,  48  women 
and  36  children.  The  lessees  of  three  of  these  grounds  were  called  upon 
to  provide  more  adequate  privy  accommodation,  and  to  keep  the  camping 
grounds,  and  the  conveniences  provided  in  connection  therewith,  at  all 
times  in  a satisfactory  condition.  These  camping  grounds,  however,  cannot 
be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  and  the  Town  Council  are  considering  the 
advisability  of  laying  out  ground  belonging  to  them  as  a summer  camping 
ground. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  in  connection  with  tents,  vans,  etc., 
was  974° 


Bug  Infestation  of  new  houses. 

During  the  past  year,  20  Council  houses  were  found  to  be  bug  infested. 
In  the  previous  year  the  corresponding  number  was  21;  in  1935>  11;  and  in 
1934,  11° 

The  number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  bug-infested  has  every  year 
since  their  erection  been  small.  So  far,  however,  no  systematic  inspection 
of  these  houses  is  made,  and  judging  by  the  experience  in  other  Cities, 
not  only  is  such  inspection  necessary,  but  it  would  be  the  means  of 
discovering  a larger  proportion  of  bug- infested  houses. 


Temporary  Dwellings  in  Jute  Buildings . 

As  stated  in  the  report  for  the  previous  year,  a communication  was 
sent  by  the  Department  of  Health  to  the  Town  Council,  in  which  it  was 
stated,  inter  alia,  that  :- 

"The  Department  appreciate  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Council 
had  acquired  the  Jute  Buildings,  but  their  Architect  and  Medical  Officer 
had  reported  that  the  houses  were  definitely  sub-standard.  It  was 
accordingly  suggested  that  the  Town  Council  should  announce  that  they 
regard  the  use  of  the  Jute  Buildings  as  a temporary  expedient,  and  that 
they  intend  to  close  the  buildings  and  re-house  the  tenants  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  Department  recommend  that,  in  order  to  irrprove  the  condition  of 
the  houses  during  the  period  that  they  continued  to  be  used  for  housing, 
the  works  suggested  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
£258:2:3  should  be  carried  out.  These  works  include  the  provision  of  gas 
fires  in  the  bedrooms.  It  was  also  recommended  that  spray  baths  be 
provided, " 

All  the  work  suggested  by  me  was  duly  carried  out.  In  connection 
with  the  installation  of  spray  baths  suggested  by  the  Department,  it  is 
of  interest  to  state  that  three  baths  were  fitted  up  in  the  large  wash- 
house / 


■ 


. 

■ 


■ 
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house  surrounded  hy  canvas  screens  fitted  on  to  iron  rails.  During  the 
first  month  the  baths  were  installed,  the  two  hours  (6  p.m.  to  8 p.m. ) 
set  aside  for  bathing  were  fully  taken  up.  Alternate  days  are  allocated 
to  males  and  females.  The  number  using  the  baths  has,  however,  gradually 
diminished  to  an  average  of  three  or  four  persons  per  week,  and  some 
weeks  the  baths  are  not  used  at  all.  The  baths  are  mainly  used  by 
children  - very  few  adults  having  ever  used  them. 

The  Buildings  are  periodically  visited  by  the  District  Inspector,  and 
every  effort  is  being  made  to  keep  the  Buildings  in  as  satisfactory  a 
condition  as  is  possible. 

There  have  been  11  changes  of  occupancy  during  the  period  from  1st 
January,  1937?  to  31st  May,  1938*  The  walls  of  all  vacated  houses  were 
distempered  prior  to  a new  tenant  taking  occupation,  and  where  there  was 
any  history  of  the  presence  of  bugs,  the  houses  were  sprayed  with 
insecticide. 

Rat  Infestation. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  rat  infestation  during  the  year. 

On  18th  April  last, the  Town  Council  approved  of  the  following  report 
from  the  City  Chamberlain,  with  regard  to  Jute  Buildings  :- 

As  the  result  of  the  emergency  arrangement  made  for  the  provision 
of  alternative  accommodation  for  families  rendered  homeless  temporarily, 
by  the  fire  at  No.  20  James  Street  on  5th  March,  1938,  six  families  were 
removed  from  Jute  Buildings  to  other  houses. 

As  it  developed  subsequently  that  the  houses  in  James  Street  would 
be  fit  for  use  again  in  a few  days,  the  Jute  Buildings  houses  were  left 
vacant.  The  City  Treasurer  desired  that  these  six  houses  should  be  left 
vacant,  and  thereby  make  a start  towards  the  permanent  closing  of  the 
premises.  In  the  course  of  the  wee k during  which  the  houses  stood  vacant, 
numerous  requests  for  these  houses  were  received  from  families  occupying 
caravans  at  Haudagain  and  elsewhere,  and  from  others  who  were  houseless 
altogether.  In  the  circumstances,  it  was  found  impossible  to  retain  the 
houses  as  permanent  vacancies,  and  instructions  were  accordingly  given 
to  re-let  them  to  the  most  urgent  cases  described  above. 


Temporary  dwellings  at  Torry  Fort  Battery  and  Castlehill  Barracks. 

The  above-mentioned  premises  acquired  by  the  Town  Council  about  two 
years  ago,  are  still  being  utilised  as  temporary  housing  accommodation. 
In  Torry  Port  there  are  13  one-roomed  and  6 two-roomed  houses;  and  in 
Castlehill  Barracks,  27  one-roomed,  79  two-roomed,  and  5 three-roorred 
houses;  exclusive  in  each  case  of  the  Caretakers’  houses. 


Conversion  and  Demolition  of  Existing  Dwelling-Houses  for  Business  Purposes, 
&c. 


Since  the  revocation  of  the  Housing  (Additional  Powers)  Act  in 
December,  1921,  it  is  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
that  515  dwelling-houses,  consisting  almost  without  exception  of  houses  of 
three  rooms  or  less,  have  either  been  demolished  or  have  ceased  to  be 
used  as  dwelling-houses.  The  number  thus  dealt  with  during  the  past 
year  was  33. 


DEPARTMENT/ 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND.  Form  Housing  No.  31 . 


SLUM  CLEARANCE  AND  DECROWDING-  DURING  THE  TEAR  1937,  BY 
THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OF  BURGH  OF  ABERDEEN. 


Number  of 

Clearance  of  Unfit  Houses. 

Hbuses 
Vacated,  j 

Persons 

Displaced. 

As  a result  of  action  under 
The  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930: 

(l)  Part  I of  the  Act  - 

Clearance  Areas,  ...  

1 

116 

593 

(2)  Part  II  of  the  Act  - 

Other  than  Clearance  Areas 

( a)  Unfit  Houses  under  Demolition  Orders, 

106 

490 

(b)  Unfit  Houses  under  Closing  Orders, 

37 

152 

(c)  Unfit  Houses  under  Undertakings 

(Section  l6  (2)) , 

12 

24 

The  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1935: 

Part  I of  the  Act  - 

Re-development  Areas  - Unfit  Houses,  ... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total,  . ... 

271 

1,259 

Decrowding  of  Fit  Houses. 


Number  of  families  decrowded  from  fit  Houses: 

(a) 

by  transference  to  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority 

1 601 

i 

(b) 

by  transference  to  houses  in  private  ownership 
(estimated),  . ... 

| 38 

(c) 

By  ary  other  means  (e.g.  by  enlargement  of  houses 
with  aid  of  grant  under  Housing  (Rural  Workers) 
Acts,  1926  and  1 931 ) , ... 

I Nil. 

Total, 

I 639 

REPORT/ 
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REPORT  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  DEPARTMENT  OP  HEALTH  PQR  SCOTLAND  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1937,  on  PROCEEDINGS  TAKEN  WITH  REGARD  TO  THE 
INSPECTION,  IMPROVEMENT , AND  DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSURE  OP  DWELLING-HOUSES. 


A.  - Housing;  (inspection  of  District)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1928. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

(a)  during  the  year,  . . »..  5^3 

(b)  since  1st  January  1931,  3,94-1 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered 

to  be  in  any  respect  unfit  for  human  habitation:- 

(a)  during  the  year,  ...  274 

(b)  since  1st  January  1931,  2,178 

B.  - Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892„H 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  respect  of  which  notice  was  given 

during  year  under  Section  246  requiring  provision  of  a 
sufficient  water-closet, ...  361 

2.  Number  of  properties  where  requireirent s were  complied  with 

by  owners  during  year,  ...  433, 

including  225 
from  previous 
year. 

3.  Number  of  properties  where  works  carried  out  by  Town 

Council  during  year  after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so,  ...  Nil. 

4»  Number  of  properties  for  which  water-closets  were  provided 

during  year  at  instance  of  Town  Council  without  formal 
notice  under  Section  246,  . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

5.  Number  of  individual  houses  in  respect  of  which  notice  was 

given  during  year  under  Section  246  requiring  provision 
of  inside  water  supply  and  sink,  92 

6.  Number  of  individual  houses  in  which  requirements  were 

complied  with  by  owners  during  year, 25, 

including  3 
from  previous 
year. 

7.  Number  of  individual  houses  in  which  works  carried  out  by 

Town  Council  during  year  after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so,  Nil. 

8.  Number  of  individual  houses  in  which  inside  water  supply 

and  sink  were  provided  during  year  at  instance  of  Town 

Council  without  formal  notice  under  Section  246,  9 

k Not  applicable  to  Aberdeen,  but  Section  78  of  the  Aberdeen  Corporation 
(Streets,  Buildings,  Sewers,  &c.)  Order,  1 93 6 , is  in  similar  terms. 

C.  - Housing  (Scotland1)  Act,  1925. 

1.  Number  of  houses  of  (a)  one  apartment,  and  (b)  two  (a-)  Nil. 

apartments,  for  erection  of  which  consent  of  Town  Council 
was  given  during  year  in  terms  of  Section  one  hundred  and  (b)  1 

eleven,  . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


. 


' 


« 
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Do  --  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950c 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  None,  but  1,666 
were  served  during  year  under  Section  14  (l)>  . ..  ...  dwellings  dealt 

with  under 
Public  Health 
(Scotland) 

Act,  1897 • 


2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for  human  See  answer  to 

habitation  during  year  following  on  notices  under  No.1.  Repairs 

Section  14  (l)>  ...  ...  ...  carried  out  in 

1,582  dwellings, 
191  of  these 
being  in 
connection  with 
Notices  served 
in  previous 
year. 


3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  work  has 

been  done  during  year  by  Town  Council  under  Section  15  (l)>  Nil. 


4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  in  terms 

of  Section  17  a demolition  order  or  closing  order  under 

Section  16  (3)  has  been  substituted  during  year  for  a 

notice  under  Section  14  (l)>  . Nil. 


5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  during  year  in  terms  of  Section  16  (l),  ...  247 

6.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which,  following 

on  notice  under  Section  16  (l):- 

(a)  undertaking  has  been  given  during  year  that  house 

will  not  be  used  for  human  habitation  until  it 

has  been  rendered  so  fit,  « ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  undertaking  has  been  given  during  year  that  house 

will  be  rendered  fit,  ...  . ...  Nil. 

(c)  demolition  orders  have  been  made  during  year  under 

Section  16  (3),”  ...  ...  181 

(d)  closing  orders  have  been  made  under  Section  l6  (3) 

and  ( 4) ? ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4C 

7.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  during  year 

following  on  undertakings  under  Section  16  (2), Nil. 

8.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation 

during  year  at  instance  of  Town  Council  without  formal 

notice  under  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930,  . ...  ...  Nil. 

9.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

have,  in  terms  of  Section  l6  (3),  been  determined  by  Town 

Council  during  year  following  upon  houses  having  been 

rendered  fit  for  human  habitation, Nil. 

10..  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  advances  have  been  made 
during  year  in  terms  of  Section  34  towards  cost  of  repairs 
and  amount  so  advanced,  . „ ...  ...  Nil. 


x If  permission  to  reconstruct  a building  has  been  granted,  the  number 
of/ 


• 

. 

. 


1 6. 


x of  houses  existing  prior  to  the  reconstruction  should  "be  stated 
(see  in  this  connection,  sub-section  (3)  of  Section  4-9  of  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930). 

NOTE:-  Any  general  information  or  observations  as  to  the  character 
of  defects  usually  found  to  exist,  as  to  the  extent  to  which  overcrowding 
was  found  to  prevail  and  the  steps  taken  to  remedy  it,  or  as  to  the  work 
of  inspection  generally,  should  be  entered  in  the  space  below: - 

The  defects  found  to  exist  consisted  of  want  of  repair  in 
regard  to  roof  coverings,  floorings,  stair  treads  and  balusters, 
doors,  fireplaces  and  grates,  and  the  plaster  work  of  the  walls 
and  ceilings  in  dwelling-houses.  The  defects  also  included  want 
of  repair  in  wash-houses  (including  boilers,  tubs,  etc*),  W.C . 
apartments  and  coal  cellars.  Defects  in  drainage  systems  (including 
defective  W. Cs.  and  sinks)  and  nuisances  arising  from  dampness  and 
want  of  sufficient  ventilation  were  also  dealt  with. 

In  addition  to  the  houses  specified  in  Question  1 (d),  a 
complete  sanitary  survey  was  made  in  105  houses  in  which  Tuberculosis 
had  occurred.  In  none  of  these  cases  was  it  found  necessary  to  take 
any  action. 


Structural  Defects  and  Want  of  Repair. 

Particulars  as  to  the  work  done  will  be  found  in  Appendix  II.  (B) . 

As  has  been  the  practice  for  a number  of  years,  a complete  sanitary 
survey  is  made  of  all  houses  in  which  a case  of  tuberculosis  has  occurred, 
or  to  which  a person  still  suffering  from  that  disease  has  removed. 

During  the  past  year,  the  number  of  such  surveys  was  109. 

All  structural  defects  and  want  of  repair  found  in  these  houses  were 
dealt  with.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  proper  ventilation  of  the 
sleeping  apartments  and  to  their  freedom  from  dampness. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  regarding  structural  defects  and 
want  of  repair  was  1,392,  as  compared  with  1,381  in  the  previous  year. 

In  only  106  of  these  cases  v/as  it  found  that  there  was  no  cause  for 
complaint.  The  Inspectors,  in  the  course  of  the  systematic  inspection 
of  their  district,  pay  particular  attention  to  these  conditions,  with 
the  result  that  every  want  of  repair  coming  under  their  notice  is 
immediately  dealt  with. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  a large  amount  of  work  has 
been  done  by  the  Department  in  past  years  in  order  to  secure  that  the 
windows  of  all  sleeping  apartments  can  be  easily  opened  for  purposes  of 
ventilation.  The  result  has  been  that  there  are  now  comparatively  few 
windows  which  do  not  comply  with  these  requirements,  so  that  during 
the  year  only  six  dwelling  apartments  required  to  be  dealt  with. 

As  can  be  readily  understood,  dampness  is  a frequent  source  of 
conplaint  in  the  older  type  of  dwellings,  and  in  this  connection  271 
dwellings  were  dealt  with.  In  119  properties  the  roof  coverings  were 
repaired;  in  29  the  window  rybats  were  repointed;  in  6,  the  external 
walls  were  reharled  or  repointed;  and  in  117,  other  remedial  measures 
were  carried  out. 

In  the  inspection  of  houses,  careful  attention  is  paid  to  any  want 
of  repair.  During  the  past  year,  the  floors  of  57  dwelling  apartments 
were  repaired,  as  were  also  the  floors  of  14-1  lobbies  and  stair  landings 
(including  stair  steps).  In  226  dwelling  apartments,  527  lobbies  and 
staircases,/ 
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staircases,  209  water-closets;  1 24  wash-houses,  and  38  pends,  the  plaster 
on  the  walls  and  ceilings  was  repaired.  The  woodwork  around  sinks  was 
renewed  cr  repaired  in  52  houses;  45  defective  chimneys  and  68  grates  or 
fire-places  were  repaired;  while  the  doors  of  dwelling  apartments  were 
renewed  car  repaired  in  54  cases. 

During  the  year  530  windows  or  roof lights  were  reglazed  at  the 
instance  of  the  Department,  as  compared  with  565  in  the  previous  year, 

559  in  1 93 5 > and  3^7  in  1934- 

As  was  stated  in  previous  reports,  it  v/as  found  that  proprietors 
are  prone  to  allow  wash-houses,  w.c.'s,  and  cellars  to  fall  into  a state 
of  disrepair. 

Paving  of  Back  Courts  and  Passages. 

There  are  now  comparatively  few  properties  in  the  City  where  the 
hack  courts  are  not  paved  or  otherwise  suitably  surfaced.  There  is, 
however,  a large  number  of  houses  where  the  passages  leading  to  the 
outhouses  have  never  been  paved,  and  have  been  allowed  to  get  into  an 
unsatisfactory  condition.  During  the  year,  54  courts  and  28  passages 
were  repaired;  while  17  passages  were  paved.  The  paving  of  these 
courts  and  passages  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  tenants. 

Within  recent  years  the  Town  Council  have  laid  with  carpave  or  tar 
macadam,  the  passages  in  connection  with  1,894  of  the  Corporation  houses. 

The  number  of  houses  so  dealt  with  during  the  past  year  was  272. 

Verminous  Persons  and  Houses. 

Under  the  agreement  with  the  Education  Committee  for  dealing  with 
verminous  persons  and  houses,  1,126  persons  suffering  from  scabies  or 
vermin,  were  removed  to  the  Cleansing  Station  for  treatment.  In  the 
previous  year,  the  number  of  persons  so  dealt  with  was  1,069,  and,  in 

1935,  736. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  213  persons  suffering  from  scabies, 
and  27  verminous  persons  were  treated  at  the  Cleansing  Station.  In  the 
previous  year  the  numbers  were,  respectively,  177  and  24. 

The  number  of  bug- infested  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  was 
109,  as  conpared  with  107  in  the  preceding  year,  137  in  1935;  201  in 
1934;  158  in  1933;  89  in  1932;  and  80  in  1931. 

Pilthy  Houses. 

During  the  year,  the  floors  of  119  dwelling  apartments,  the  articles 
of  furniture  in  112  apartments  and  1 1 8 sets  of  bed  and  body  clothing  were 
cleaned  by  the  occupants  after  notices  had  been  served  upon  them.  The 
numbers  in  the  previous  year  were,  respectively,  114,  106  and  103. 

There  is  a considerable  number  of  houses  which  require  to  be 
revisited  frequently  in  order  to  ensure  that  a satisfactory  standard  of 
cleanliness  is  being  maintained. 

I have  again  to  record  the  great  assistance  received  from  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee,  who  are  ready  at  all  times  to  admit  into  their 
hospital  those  of  the  aged  and  infirm  poor  who  are  no  longer  able  to  look 
after  themselves  or  their  homes.  Immediately  after  the  removal  of  such 
cases  to  hospital,  the  houses,  bedding  and  clothing  are  disinfected  by 
this  Department. 

Cleansing  of  Walls  and  Ceilings  of  Dwelling  Apartments,  Lobbies,  Staircases, 
W.C.'s.,  Wash-houses,  &c. 


The/ 
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The  walls  and  ceilings  of  115  dwelling  apartments  were  distempered 
or  repapered.  In  the  previous  year  the  number  was  also  115?  as  coirpared 
with  85  in  1935;  192  in  1934;  175  in  1933;  and  92  in  1932. 

The  wails  and  ceilings  of  844  lobbies  and  staircases,  245  passages 
or  pends,  1,928  water-closets,  1 ,254  wash-houses,  and  43  drying-lofts, 
were  whitewashed  or  otherwise  cleaned.  In  the  previous  year,  1 ,033 
lobbies  and  staircases,  291  passages  or  pends,  2,081  water-closets, 

1,371  wash-houses,  and  27  drying-lofts  were  similarly  cleansed. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  of  W.C.’s.,  Lobbies,  Staircases,  Back  Courts,  and 
other  parts  of  Premises  used  in  Common. 

Notices  were  served  upon  70  sets  of  tenants,  embracing  323  individual 
tenants,  regarding  their  failure  to  clean  the  parts  of  the  premises  used 
in  common  by  them.  In  the  previous  year  the  numbers  were,  respectively, 

83  and  456. 

The  bye-laws  for  the  cleansing  of  common  stairs,  lobbies,  passages, 
areas,  sinks  and  water-closets,  by  the  tenants  in  rotation  have  proved 
very  helpful.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

Accumulations  of  Ashes,  Filth,  and  other  Rubbish. 

The  number  of  accumulations  of  ashes,  filth,  and  other  rubbish 
removed  was  11 8,  as  conpared  with  1 20  in  the  previous  year,  and  144  in 

1935. 


Letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  102  householders  regarding  the 
throwing  of  refuse  from  the  windows  of  dwelling-houses  on  to  back  courts 
or  on  to  ground  or  outhouses  connected  with  adjoining  properties,  and 
regarding  the  dumping  and  burning  of  garden  rubbish.  The  number  of  such 
letters  sent  in  the  previous  year  was  172,  in  1935,  331 , and  in  1934,  188. 

INCREASE  OF  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  (RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS. 

1920  to  1 933* 

Applications  for  Certificates  by  Tenants. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  applications  for  Certificates  in  terms 
of  Section  2 (2)  of  the  principal  Act  were  received.  In  164  cases 
Certificates  were  granted  - 1 62  of  these  being  on  account  of  the  houses 
not  being  reasonably  fit  for  habitation;  and  2 on  account  of  the  houses 
not  being  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair.  In  the  remaining  four  cases, 
the  necessary  repairs  had  been  carried  out  prior  to  the  applications 
being  considered  by  the  Committee;  consequently  no  action  required  to  be 
taken.  In  the  previous  year,  30  applications  were  received. 

Applications  for  Certificates  by  Owners. 

No  applications  were  received  in  the  course  of  the  year. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Numerous  complaints  were  received  regarding  excessive  emissions  of 
smoke  and  grit  from  a Paper  Mill.  Steps  have  been  taken  by  the  owners  to 
mitigate  the  nuisance,  but  there  is  still  cause  for  conplaint.  Additional 
boiler  power  is,  however,  to  be  installed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  the  proprietors  of  five  other  business 
premises  regarding  excessive  emissions  of  smoke. 


With/ 
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With  regard  to  the  smoke  nuisance  from  the  box-making  factory  in 
Tarry,  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  I had  on  two  occasions  during 
the  year,  viz, , 9th  June  and  25th  October,  to  communicate  with  the 
Company  regarding  excessive  emissions  of  grit  and  smoke.  Generally 
speaking,  however,  the  steps  taken  to  abate  the  nuisance  have  proved 
sat  is factory. 

The  factory  continues  to  be  kept  under  observation. 

Altogether  102  observations  were  made  from  time  to  time  of  the 
quantities  of  smoke  emitted  from  the  chimneys  complained  of,  and  also 
from  the  chimneys  of  premises  which,  in  previous  years,  had  been  the 
cause  of  complaint.  These  observations  ranged  from  10  to  60  minutes. 

A number  of  visits  were  paid  to  the  Joint  Railway  Station  and 
vicinity,  and  from  time  to  time  57  engines  were  kept  under  observation. 

On  three  occasions  letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  the  Railway  Conpany 
responsible. 

As  has  been  the  practice  for  several  years,  the  steam  wagons  passing 
along  the  streets  have  been  kept  under  observation,  and  the  number  of 
wagons  so  dealt  with  in  the  course  of  the  year  was  109,  as  corrpared  with 
1^6  in  the  previous  year,  245  in  1935?  and  525  in  1934*  In  no  case  was 
it  necessary  to  take  any  actions  The  number  of  steam  wagons  has  been 
greatly  reduced  in  recent  years,  these  wagons  having  been  replaced  by 
petrol-driven  vehicles, 

I am  informed  by  the  Electrical  Engineer  that  "During  the  year  three 
important  firms  in  the  industrial  area  of  the  City  have  extended  their 
plant  and  used  electric  drive  in  preference  to  extensions  of  steam  plant 
for  their  machinery.  In  many  towns  in  the  large  manufacturing  areas 
small  steam  plants  are  great  sinners  as  regards  smoke  production  owing 
to  the  fact  that  they  have  not  the  equipment  nor  do  they  employ  the 
skilled  men  necessary  to  obtain  efficient  and  smokeless  combustion. 

In  Aberdeen  the  cheap  electricity  supply  ensures  that  such  small  factories 
are  driven  by  electric  motors  almost  as  a matter  of  course  and  there  are 
very  few  steam  plants  of  the  type  mentioned  in  the  City. 

There  is  no  slackening  in  the  demand  for  electric  heating  for 
private  and  business  premises  as  evidenced  by  the  still  growing 
consunption  of  electricity  for  this  purpose.  More  and  more  dwelling- 
houses  are  being  equipped  so  that  far  considerable  purposes  of  domestic 
heating,  cooking  and  hot  water,  services  are  being  supplied  by  electric 
means. 

New  appliances  are  now  being  put  on  the  manket  and  are  being  adopted 
particularly  in  Shops,  etc.,  whereby  both  heating  and  ventilating  or 
"air-conditioning"  as  it  is  now  called  are  provided  by  one  electrical  unit. 
Such  methods  not  only  reduce  smoke  production  but  must  also  irrprove  the 
health  of  employees  in  shops  by  better  atmosphere  in  which  they  are 
enabled  to  work." 

The  Gas  Engineer  states:-  "The  Gas  Department  fully  appreciates 
that,  in  the  interests  of  a Pure  Atmosphere,  it  is  necessary  to  encourage 
the  use  of  gas  as  a fuel. 

Every  gas  appliance  fitted,  which  displaces  a coal-fired  unit,  means 
one  less  potential  air  polluter. 

The  improvement  in  the  purity  of  the  air  in  our  City  in  the  last  few 
years,  has  been  remarked  upon,  but  there  is  still  room  for  further 
improvement  in  this  direction. 

A pleasing  aspect  of  this  year  has  been  the  large  increase  in  the 

sale/ 
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sale  of  Gas  Fires,  the  increase  "being  over  50%  on  last  year's  sales. 

The  reason  for  this  is  the  increased  efficiency  of  the  fires,  and  also 
the  new  construction  which  ensures  perfect  ventilation  of  the  rooms. 

The  public  are  appreciating  this  fact,  as  shown  by  the  sales,  and  by 
the  number  of  flueless  bedrooms  which  are  being  fitted  with  Gas  Fires 
complete  with  asbestos  cement  flues  leading  to  the  outer  atmosphere  - 
a provision  which  it  would  have  been  much  better  to  have  made  while  the 
house  was  in  course  of  construction. 

A number  of  coal  ranges  have  been  removed,  and  Gas  Cookers  and  Gas 
Fires  have  been  installed,  giving  a further  lead  to  a reduction  of  the 
smoke  nuisance. 

During  the  year  1,152  Gas  Fires  were  fitted  on  simple  hire;  897 
were  sold  outright,  while  673  Enamelled  Cookers,  with  oven  control, 
have  been  sold,  and  1,757  free  loan  Cookers  have  been  installed.  In 
addition,  there  are  thousands  of  other  gas  appliances  privately  owned, 
of  which  no  record  is  kept. 

The  total  number  of  gas  appliances  on  free  loan,  simple  hire  and 
hire  purchase  is  as  follows:-  Cooking  38,200;  Heating  13,14-0;  and 
780  Water  Heaters. 

The  increase  in  the  quantity  of  gas  used  in  1937  was  over  34-  millions 
cubic  feet,  an  increase  which  will  still  further  contribute  towards  a 
clean  and  healthy  atmosphere  in  the  City. 

Alleged  nuisance  caused  by  noxious  fumes  and  smoke  from  the  grit  factory 
in  Ruthrieston  Road. 


This  factory,  which  is  only  in  operation  two  days  weekly,  continues 
to  be  kept  under  close  observation,  being  visited  once  daily  when  working. 
There  is  no  doubt  that,  as  stated  in  the  report  for  the  previous  year, 
with  reasonable  care,  the  cupola  in  which  scrap  iron  is  melted  for  the 
manufacture  of  grit,  can  be  operated  so  as  to  prevent  any  cause  for 
conplaint.  On  three  occasions  during  the  year,  however,  I had  to 
communicate  with  the  Manager  regarding  excessive  emissions  of  fumes. 

Nuisance  from  dust  emanating  from  stone  crushing  plant  at  Rubialaw  Quarries. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  by  the  owners  to  reduce  the  nuisance  to  a 
minimum..  During  the  year  coirplaints  were  received  from  three  residenters. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


Slaughter-Houses. 

At  the  close  of  1937?  there  were  4-  slaughter-houses  in  the  City, 
containing  37  slaughter  booths. 

Other  Offensive  Trades. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  22  firms  in  the  City  who  carry 
on  one  or  more  of  the  businesses  set  forth  in  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Act,  1897,  as  coming  within  the  definition  of  offensive  trades. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  offensive  businesses  carried  on: 


Bone  Boilers, 5 

Tallow  Mel ter s,  . ...  7 

Skinners  or  Hide  Factors, 4 

Knacker, 1 

Fish  Oil  Manufacturers,  3 
Manure  Manufacturers,  . 3 

Fish  Meal  Manufacturers,  3 


Tripe  Boilers,  3 

Gut  or  Tripe  Cleaners,  ...  4- 

Blood  Boiler,  ...  ...  1 

Soap  Boiler,  . ...  ...  1 

Manufacturer  of  Albuminoid 
Substance  from  Fish,  ...  1 


Total 


36. 


■ 
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Applications  under  Section  32  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897 » 

One  application,  dated  l6th  December,  was  received  on  behalf  of 
Murray's  Animal  By-Products  Co0,  for  sanction  to  establish  the  businesses 
of  Knacker,  Skinner,  Hide  Factor,  Bone  Boiler,  Tallow  Melter,  and 
Manufacturers  of  Meat  Meal  and  Bone  Meal,  on  ground  near  the  extreme 
east  end  of  Point  Lav/. 

The  application  has  not  yet  been  disposed  of. 

Complaints. 

Four  corrplaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding  offensive 
smells  from  the  Hardgate  Knackery.  Seven  complaints  were  also  received 
regarding  offensive  smells  from  one  or  other  of  the  three  fish  meal 
factories, and  two  corrplaints  regarding  smells  from  the  fish  oil  factory 
in  Palmerston  Road. 

No  conplaints  were  received  regarding  any  of  the  other  offensive 
trades  in  the  City. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  corrplaints :- 
Hardgate  Knacker-/, 

As  stated  in  previous  reports  this  Knackery  has  been  the  source  of 
numerous  and  justifiable  conplaints  within  recent  years. 

On  9th  June,  1936,  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  again 
communicated  with  the  Town  Council  to  the  effect  that  they  have  had  under 
consideration  a report  from  Dr,  Wylam,  one  of  their  technical  officers, 
following  upon  another  complaint  which  had  been  received  by  the  Department. 

In  the  communication  referred  to,  the  Department  stated  that  "Having  regard 
to  the  previous  history  of  this  matter);  to  the  long  series  of  complaints 
to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  joint  report,  dated  31st  August,  1935> 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  to  the 
terms  of  Dr.  Wylanis  report,  they  were  of  opinion  that,  if  this  business 
is  to  continue  to  be  carried  on  in  the  premises,  it  is  essential  that 
immediate  and  effective  measures  be  taken  to  secure  that  the  premises  are 
so  constructed  and  equipped  and  the  business  so  managed  as  to  remove  all 
legitimate  source  for  complaint."  The  Department  further  suggested  that 
the  Local  Authority  should  again  take  into  consideration  the  question  of 
making  Bye  lav/s  for  regulating  the  businesses  of  knackering,  bone  boiling, 
etc.,  and  stated  that  without  such  Byelaws  it  would  appear  to  be  impossible 
for  the  Local  Authority  to  control  adequately  the  conduct  of  such  businesses. 

Byelaws  have  been  prepared  and  were  confirmed  by  the  Department  of 
Health  for  Scotland  on  25th  January  last.  These  Byelaws  regulate  the 
businesses  of  Blood  Boiler,  Bone  Boiler,  Tallow  Melter,  Knacker,  Tanner, 

Gut  or  Tripe  Cleaner,  Skinner  or  Hide  Factor,  and  Manufacturer  of  Meat 
Meal  or  Manure  or  other  like  products.  The  Byelaws  are  similar  in 
substance  to  those  which  have  been  in  operation  in  the  City  since  January, 
1928,  for  regulating  the  business  of  Manufacturer  of  Fish  Manure  or  Fish 
Meal.  The  Bye  lav/s  mainly  dealing  with  the  prevention  of  offensive  effluvia 
are  as  undemoted  :- 

Storing  of  Raw  Material. 

(a)  No  raw  material  shall  be  stored  on  the  premises  for  a longer 
period  than  18  hours,  and  no  raw  material  in  excess  of  what  the 
concentrators,  digesters,  driers,  or  other  like  plant  or  boiling  pans  can 
receive  within  that  period,  shall  be  brought  to  the  premises;  provided  that, 
where  the  process  of  manufacture  is  suspended  at  week-ends,  the  Local 
Authority  may  at  such  times  extend  the  said  period,  but  not  so  as  to  exceed 
36/ 
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36  hours,  and,  provided  further,  that  the  hooves  and  the  lower  parts  of 
the  legs  of  animals  may  he  stored  in  a space  specially  allocated  for  the 
purpose  and  approved  by  the  Local  Authority  for  a period  not  exceeding 
72  hours  from  the  time  of  slaughter  or  of  the  carcases  being  received  on 
the  premises.  Hides  may  be  stored  in  a space  specially  allocated  for  the 
purpose,  and  approved  by  the  Local  Authority,  for  a period  not  exceeding 
seven  days  diming  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  August  and  September; 
and  diming  the  remainder  of  the  year  for  a period  not  exceeding  1 i+.  days, 
provided  that  the  hides  are  properly  salted  and  stored  in  such  a manner 
as  to  prevent  the  evolution  of  offensive  effluvium. 

(b)  In  order  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  terms  of  this  Bye-law, 
the  manufacturer  shall,  unless  with  the  written  consent  of  the  Local 
Authority,  keep  a register  containing  a record  of  the  quantity  and  nature 
of  the  raw  material  received  on  the  premises  each  day,  the  hour  of  its 
arrival  on  the  premises,  and  the  address  from  which  it  was  sent  to  the 
premises.  Such  register  shall  be  kept  up-to-date,  and  shall  be  open 
during  business  hours  to  the  inspection  of  officials  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Receptacles  for  Raw  Material. 

(a)  All  raw  material,  except  hides  and  hooves,  shall  be  kept  in 
properly  constructed  receptacles  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Local 
Authority,  so  constructed  as  to  prevent  any  liquid  escaping  therefrom 
until  such  time  as  the  concentrators,  digesters,  driers,  or  other  like 
plant  or  boiling  pans  are  to  be  charged;  and  no  raw  material,  except 
hides,  shall  be  deposited  or  emptied  from  the  receptacles  elsewhere  than 
direct  into  the  concentrators,  digesters,  driers,  or  other  like  plant  or 
boiling  pans,  or  on  to  the  charging  platform  from  which  the  concentrators, 
digesters,  driers,  or  boiling  pans  are  to  be  charged,  and  from  which  all 
raw  material,  as  aforesaid,  must  be  transferred  without  delay. 

(b)  Immediately  after  being  emptied  of  raw  material,  all  receptacles 
provided  in  accordance  with  this  Bye-law  shall  be  thoroughly  washed  out 
and  cleansed  with  steam  or  otherwise  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

Effluvia  not  to  escape  into  Atmosphere. 

The  manufacturer  shall  cause  every  process  of  his  business  in  which 
any  offensive  effluvium,  vapour,  or  gas  is  generated  to  be  carried  on  in 
such  manner  that  no  offensive  effluvium,  vapour,  or  gas  shall  escape  into 
the  external  atmosphere  so  as  to  cause  a nuisance;  and  he  shall  cause  all 
such  offensive  effluvium,  vapour,  or  gas  produced  in  any  process  of 
concentration,  digestion,  drying,  or  boiling,  to  be  effectually  destroyed 
in  the  manner  provided  for  in  Bye-law  No.  20  hereof,  and  for  that  purpose 
shall  cause  all  necessary  repairs,  alterations,  and  improvements  of  the 
plant  or  machinery  to  be  done  and  executed  without  delay  as  the  same  may 
become  requisite. 

Provision  for  Destruction  of  Effluvia,  &c. 

(a)  The  manufacturer  shall  provide  a condensing  plant  or  cooling 
tower  or  towers,  or  chamber  or  chambers,  for  the  washing  and  cooling  of 
all  vapours  and  gases  produced  in  any  process  of  concentration,  digestion, 
drying,  or  boiling,  and  for  the  separation  and  dissolving  of  the  soluble 
vapours  and  gases  so  produced;  and  he  shall  also  provide  an  incinerator 

or  incinerators  for  the  destruction  of  the  insoluble  vapours  and  gases  so 
produced;  or  he  shall  provide  such  alternative  apparatus  as  the  Local 
Authority  may  approve  for  destroying  all  such  effluvia,  vapours,  and  gases, 
or  rendering  them  innocuous. 

(b)  Where  the  alternative  apparatus  provided  in  accordance  with  this 
Bye-law  consists  of  apparatus  for  the  chlorinating  of  the  insoluble  vapours 
and/ 
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and  gases,  such  apparatus,  with  the  exception  of  the  chlorinating  tower 
or  chamber,  and  of  the  bleaching  powder  mixing  machine  where  such  is  used, 
or  in  the  case  of  deodorisation  by  gaseous  chlorine,  the  chlorine 
administering  apparatus  shall  be  installed  in  duplicate. 

(c)  The  manufacturer  shall  cause  sufficient  fans,  ejectors,  or  other 
approved  apparatus  to  be  installed  and  used  for  conveying  all  effluvia, 
vapours,  and  gases  from  the  concentrators,  digesters,  driers,  and  boiling 
pans  to  the  condensing  plant  or  cooling  towers  or  chambers,  and  then  to 
the  incinerators,  or  to  the  alternative  apparatus  provided  in  accordance 
with  this  Bye-law;  and  he  shall  cause  such  fans,  ejectors,  or  other 
apparatus  to  be  placed  as  near  to  the  condensing  plant  or  cooling  towers 
or  chambers  as  is  practicable,  and  to  be  maintained  at  all  times  in  good 
repair* 

(d)  The  fans,  ejectors,  or  other  apparatus  installed  in  accordance 
with  this  Bye-law  shall  be  in  duplicate. 

(e)  The  manufacturer  shall  take  all  reasonable  steps  to  ensure  that 
no  person  other  than  himself,  or  a responsible  person  authorised  in  terms 
of  Bye-law  No.  26  hereof  to  act  on  his  behalf,  shall  at  any  time  stop  or 
interfere  with  the  fans  or  ejectors. 

(f)  The  manufacturer  shall  cause  every  room,  chamber,  or  other  place 
in  the  premises  used  for  the  purpose  of  receiving,  treating,  or  storing 
any  material  from  which  any  offensive  effluvium,  vapour,  or  gas  is  evolved, 
to  be  furnished  with  suitable  appliances  so  constructed  and  used  as 
effectually  to  prevent  any  such  effluvium,  vapour,  or  gas  from  escaping 
into  the  external  air  so  as  to  cause  a nuisance,  and  shall  cause  all  such 
effluvia,  vapours,  or  gases  to  be  destroyed  in  the  manner  provided  for 

in  this  Bye-law. 

(g)  This  Bye-lav?  shall  not  apply  to  the  business  of  skinner  or  hide 

factor. 

Repair  &c.,  of  Concentrators,  &c. 

The  concentrators,  digesters,  driers,  or  other  like  plant,  or  boiling 
pans  shall  be  so  constructed  and  arranged  that,  when  any  one  is  out  of 
operation  for  purposes  of  cleaning  or  repairs,  the  others  may  continue  to 
operate  without  creating  a nuisance. 

Condensing  Plant  or  Cooling  Towers  or  Chambers. 

All  condensing  plant  or  cooling  towers  or  chambers  provided  in 
accordance  with  Bye-law  No.  20  hereof  shall  be  supplied  with  cold  water 
in  such  quantity  that  the  effluent  or  condensate  therefrom,  or  from  any 
combination  thereof,  shall  be  reduced  to  a temperature  not  exceeding 
120  degrees  Fahrenheit  before  it  is  exposed  to  the  air  or  enters  a sewer. 

Recording  Thermometers. 

(a)  Where  the  Local  Authority  so  require,  a recording  thermometer 
capable  of  recording  temperatures  from  50  degrees  to  212  degrees  Fahrenheit, 
and  with  a datum  line  at  120  degrees  on  the  chart  or  record  sheets,  shall 
be  fixed  on  the  condenser  outlet  pipe  at  the  point  where  the  effluent  or 
condensate  from  the  condensing  plant  or  cooling  towers  or  chambers  is 
first  exposed  to  the  atmosphere,  or,  if  the  effluent  is  at  no  point 
exposed  to  the  atmosphere,  then  at  a point  within  the  premises  and  before 
the  effluent  enters  the  sewer,  so  as  to  record  the  temperature  of  such 
effluent  or  condensate. 

(D)  There  shall  be  provided  on  the  condenser  outlet  pipe  an  accurate 
and  substantial  mercury  thermometer,  graduated  according  to  the  Fahrenheit 
scale,/ 
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scale,  to  show  temperatures  up  to  212  degrees,  and  so  fixed  as  to  be 
capable  of  showing  the  temperature  of  the  condenser  effluent.  Where  a 
recording  thermometer  is  provided  on  the  condenser  outlet  pipe  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  part  (a)  of  this  Bye-law  the  thermometer 
required  by  this  part  of  this  Bye-law  shall  be  situated  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  connection  of  the  recording  thermometer. 

(c)  The  thermometers  provided  in  accordance  with  this  Bye-law  shall 
at  all  times  be  maintained  in  good  working  condition. 

Pumps  to  be  in  Duplicate. 

All  pumps  necessary  in  connection  with  the  condensing  or  cooling 
apparatus,  and  the  prime  movers  for  driving  the  same,  she.  11  be  in  duplicate. 

Control  of  Water  to  Condensing  Plant,  &c . 

(a)  All  taps  or  cocks  for  con 'trolling  the  supply  of  water  to  the 
condensing  plant  or  cooling  towers  or  chambers  shall  be  provided  with  a 
detachable  key,  or  be  placed  within  a lockfast  box,  or  be  otherwise  so 
constructed  and  placed  that  no  one  other  than  the  manufacturer  or  a 
responsible  person  acting  on  his  behalf  can  turn  off  the  water. 

(b)  No  one  but  the  manufacturer  or  a responsible  person  acting  on 

his  behalf  shall  at  any  time  turn  off  the  supply  of  water  to  any  condensing 
plant  or  cooling  tower  or  chamber. 

(c)  All  pipes  supplying  water  to  the  condensing  plant  or  the  cooling 
towers  or  chambers  shall  be  adequately  protected  against  frost. 

Control  by  Responsible  Persons „ 

For  the  purposes  of  Bye-laws  Nos.  20  (e)  and  25  hereof,  the 
manufacturer  shall  authorise  one  or  more  responsible  persons  to  act  on 
his  behalf,  and  he  shall  cause  to  be  posted  in  the  premises,  in  a place 
conveniently  accessible  to  the  authorised  official  of  the  Local  Authority, 
the  names  of  the  person  cr  persons  so  authorised,  and  the  times  or  periods 
for  which  each  of  them  is  responsible0 

Concentrators,  Digesters,  Boil ing  Pans,  & c.,  to  be  opened  on ly_ when  cooled. 

No  concentrator,  digester,  or  drier  which  has  been  charged  with  raw 
material  shall  be  opened  until  the  process  of  concentration,  digesting,  or 
drying  has  been  completed,  or  the  contents  have  been  cooled  to  a temperature 
not  exceeding  150  degrees  Fahrenheit,  unless  special  provision  is  made  for 
discharging  such  material  into  an  air-tight  cooling  chamber. 


Incinerators. 

All  incinerators  provided  in  accordance  with  Bye-law  No.  20  hereof 
shall  be  maintained  at  a temperature  nf  not  less  than  1,400  degrees 
Fahrenheit  at  all  times  when  any  effluvium,  vapour,  or  gas  from  the 
concentrators,  digesters,  driers,  or  boiling  pans  is  passing  through  the 
same;  and,  if  required  by  the  Local  Authority,  a recording  pyrometer, 
capable  of  recording  temperatures  from  900  degrees  to  1,600  degrees 
Fahrenheit,  and  with  a datum  line  at  1,400  degrees  on  the  chart  or  record 
sheet  of  the  instrument,  shall  be  fitted  to  each  incinerator,  and  such 
pyrometer  shall  at  all  times  be  maintained  in  good  working  condition  so 
as  to  record  the  temperature  in  the  incinerator,, 

Records  of  Tempejratures. 


All  charts  or  record  sheets  of  the  recording  thermometers  provided 
in  accordance  with  Bye-lav/  No.  23  hereof,  and  of  the  recording  pyrometers 

provided/ 
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provided  in  accordance  with  Bye-law  No*  28  hereof,  shall  be  marked  with 
the  date  on  which  they  are  inserted  into  the  recording  instrument,  and, 
after  removal  from  the  instrument,  shall  be  kept  for  a period  of  at  least 
two  years,  and  at  all  times  during  that  period  shall  be  submitted,  on 
demand,  for  inspection  by  any  authorised  official  of  the  local  Authority. 

Hardgate  Knackery. 

On  15th  September  last  the  proprietors  of  the  Knackery  lodged  with 
the  Town  Clerk  drawings  and  documents  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
reconstruction  of  part  of  their  premises.  The  Conpany,  however,  contended 
that  their  proposal  did  not  constitute  an  extension  of  premises,  and 
accordingly  did  not  make  application  under  Section  32  (6)  of  the  Public 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1 897 y for  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Authority  to 
"establish  the  business."  On  being  informed  that  such  application  was 
necessary,  the  Company  appealed  to  the  Department  of  Health  far  Scotland, 
who  wrote  them  in  the  following  terms 

"I  am  directed  to  say  that  the  Department  have  been  in  communication 
with  the  Town  Council,  and  have  been  informed  that  no  application  has 
been  made  to  them  fcr  sanction  under  Section  32  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897.  Until,  therefore,  such  application  has  been  made 
to  the  Town  Council,  and  they  have  decided,  after  observing  the  procedure 
prescribed  in  sub-section  2 of  the  Section,  to  grant  or  withhold  their 
sanction,  no  appeal  lies  to  the  Department,  and  accordingly  they  are 
unable  to  accept  your  letter  as  an  appeal  to  them  or  to  intervene  in  the 
matter  at  this  stage." 

On  31st  January  last  the  Company  made  formal  application  for  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Authority. 

This  application  has  also  not  yet  been  disposed  of. 

Pour  complaints  were  received  regarding  offensive  smells  from  the 
Knackery  during  the  year.  The  vicinity  of  the  Knackery  is  visited 
practically  daily  by  a member  of  the  Sanitary  Staff,  and  although  within 
the  past  twelve  months  or  thereby  there  has  been  a diminution  of  nuisance 
as  compared  with  previous  years,  it  is  impossible  to  carry  on  the  business 
without  nuisance  in  the  premises  as  meantime  constructed  and  equipped. 

Fish  Meal  Factories. 

There  are  three  fish  meal  factories  in  the  City.  In  certain  parts 
of  the  City  when  the  wind  is  in  a given  direction,  it  is  difficult,  if 
not  impossible  - particularly  when  the  complaints  refer  to  operations 
carried  on  during  night  - to  determine  which  of  the  factories  is  the 
cause  of  the  smells  complained  of. 

Seven  complaints  were  received  regarding  "a  smell  from  a fish  meal 
factory,"  the  majority  of  the  complaints  being  attributed  to  the  Fish 
Meal  Factory  in  Point  Law,  although  on  one  occasion  the  conplainer  was 
of  opinion  that  the  smell  complained  of  emanated  from  the  Fish  Meal 
Department  of  Sandilands  Chemical  '.'forks.  All  these  complaints  were 
attended  to  immediately  after  receipt,  but  on  every  occasion  there  was 
little  cause  for  complaint  by  the  time  the  inspector  arrived  at  the 
vicinity. 

The  fish  meal  factories  are  visited  very  frequently  in  order  to  see 
that  the  requirements  of  the  Bye-laws  are  complied  with,  and  it  is  our 
experience  that  the  Bye-laws  are  being  complied  with. 

Fish  Oil  Factory  in  Palmerston _R oad . 

Two  complaints  were  received.  One  of  the  complaints  was  verified, 

and  ' 
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and  a letter  of  warning  was  sent.  The  nuisance  was  due  to  the  condensing 
water  having  been  temporarily  turned  off,  and  to  the  lid  of  one  of  the 
digesters  - containing  livers  recently  boiled  and  which  were  still  in  a 
very  heated  condition  - being  left  open.  On  the  other  occasion,  although 
the  premises  were  visited  within  twenty  minutes  of  the  receipt  of  the 
corrplaint,  the  smell  had  disappeared.  Thorough  inspection  of  the  premises 
did  not  reveal  any  condition  which  v/ould  have  been  the  cause  of  the  smell 
conplained  of* 

In spections. 

All  the  premises  in  which  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  are  visited 
frequently  - some  of  them  daily  - and  the  total  number  of  inspections, 
exclusive  of  slaughter-houses,  was  2,265. 

Cove  Manure  Factory. 

This  factory  which  in  bye-gone  years  was  the  frequent  source  of 
offensive  smells  within  the  City  has  no w been  closed  down. 


PIGSTIES . 

At  the  end  of  1937,  there  were  16  pigstyes  cn  the  register,  as 
compared  with  17  in  the  previous  year. 

In  order  to  ensure  that  the  pigstyes  were  being  kept  in  conformity 
with  the  Byelaws,  39  visits  were  made  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (D) . 

WORKSHOPS  (EXCLUDING  BAKEHOUSES) . 

The  number  of  workshops  (excluding  bakehouses)  on  the  register  at 
the  end  of  1936  was  677*  During  the  year,  there  were  33  added,  A7  closed, 
and  7 converted  into  factories  by  the  introduction  of  motive  power.  The 
number,  therefore,  at  the  end  of  1937,  was  656. 

There  were  1 ,A71  visits  made.  Details  of  the  work  done  are  given 
in  Appendix  II.  (e) . 

No  Notice  was  received  under  Section  5 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  which  requires  that  the  Factory  Inspector  shall  give  intimation 
to  the  Local  Authority  of  any  sanitary  defect  in  the  factory  or  workshop 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

Two  Notices  - under  Section  9 of  the  Act  - dealing  with  the  provision 
of  sanitary  conveniences  - were  received.  The  enforcement  of  Notices 
under  this  Section  devolves  upon  the  Factory  Inspector. 

Twenty-two  Notices  of  Occupation  were  also  received  from  the  Factory 
Inspect or c 

As  required  by  Section  107  of  the  Act,  the  occupiers  of  all  factories 
or  workshops  employing  outworkers  sent  Lists  of  these  to  the  Department 
twice  during  the  year.  Altogether  12  lists  were  received,  embracing  50 
Outworkers.  The  homes  of  all  the  local  outworkers  were  visited. 

Inspection  of  Plans. 

Sixty- four  plans  were,  at  the  request  of  the  City  Engineer,  reported 
on  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  These  plans,  in  33  cases,  dealt  with  the 
erection  of  new  shops,  or  proposed  alterations  in  existing  shops.  In 
every  case  arrangements  were  made  to  ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the 
Shops/ 


. 
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Shops  Act,  1934*  as  regards  lighting,  ventilation,  temperature,  and  the 
provision  of  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing  facilities, 
were  complied  with. 

The  remaining  plans  dealt  mainly  with  alterations  in  premises  in 
which  foodstuffs  were  prepared.  Similar  recommendations  were  made  and 
agreed  to. 


BAKEHOUSES . 

There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  76  Bakehouses  in  the  City,  46 
being  classed  as  factories  and  30  as  workshops.  This  is  three  less  than 
in  the  previous  year. 

In  connection  with  these,  203  visits  were  paid.  Details  of  the 
work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (f) . 

Bakehouse  Welfare  Order,  1927. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Factory  Inspector,  assistance  is  given  by 
the  Sanitary  Staff  in  seeing  that  the  provisions  of  the  above  Order  are 
conplied  with. 

Washing  Facilities. 

In  20  bakehouses,  a constant  supply  of  warm  water  is  not  laid  on 
to  the  sinks,  but  this  is  readily  obtained  by  means  of  gas  rings. 

Suitable  Accommodation  for  Clothing. 

In  36  bakehouses,  cloakrooms  or  clothes  chests  are  provided,  in  5 
the  clothing  is  hung  in  passages,  etc.,  while  in  the  remaining  15>  no 
accommodation  is  provided. 

The  requirements  as  regards  the  exhibition  of  Dermatitis  Notices 
and  the  provision  of  First  Aid  Treatment  are  generally  conplied  with. 

In  60  bakehouses,  First  Aid  boxes  are  provided. 


THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  RELATIVE  ORDERS  AND  REGULATIONS. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  790  persons  registered  to  sell 

milk. 


Undernoted  are  particulars 

fa)  Cowkeepers,  % 21 

(b)  Retailers  of  Milk,  ...  357 

(c)  Retailers  of  Milk  for  consurrption  on  premises  only,  . 49 

fd)  Country  farmers  retailing  milk  from  carts,  62 

(e)  Retailers  of  ice  cream,  290 

(f)  Retailers  of  ice  cream  for  consumption  on  premises  only,  11 

Total,  ...  790 


This  is  an  increase  of  25,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  principal  increase  is  in  connection  with  retailers  of  milk.  Under 
powers  contained  in  a Local  Act,  all  premises  in  which  ice  cream  is 
manufactured  or  sold  have  to  be  registered  and  to  conform  to  the  Byelaws 
applicable  to  Dairies  and  milkshops.  During  the  year,  the  number  of 
such  premises  decreased  from  294  to  290. 


Prior/ 
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Prior  to  the  present  byelaws  coming  into  operation  "loose"  milk 
was  sold  in  general  provision  shops  under  conditions  which  were  far 
from  satisfactory.  At  the  close  of  last  year  there  were  305  milkshops 
in  which  the  only  milk  or  cream  sold  is  milk  or  cream  supplied  in  the 
properly  closed  and  unopened  receptacles  in  which  it  was  delivered  to 
the  shop.  There  are,  therefore,  only  52  shops,  apart  from  the  shops 
in  which  milk  is  sold  for  consumption  on  the  premises  only,  in  which 
"loose"  milk  is  being  sold. 

The  recommendations  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Sanitary  Inspector  regarding  the  nature  and  quantity  of  articles  which 
can  be  kept  in  a "loose"  milk  shop  and  also  regarding  the  nature  of 
any  trade  or  business  carried  on  in  such  shop  are,  generally,  being 
loyally  adhered  to. 

An  increasing  number  of  retailers  of  ice  cream  have  now  ceased  to 
manufacture  ice  cream  on  the  promises,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  are 
purchasing  the  ice  cream  from  manufacturers  who  have  suitable  premises 
and  proper  appliances  for  the  manufacture  thereof.  This  marks  a great 
advance,  as  a number  of  shops  in  which  ice  cream  was  previously 
manufactured  could  not  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  for  the  purpose. 

In  the  4-95  premises  in  which  ice  cream  is  sold  (including  194  premises 
which  are  also  registered  as  milkshops)  the  icc  cream  is  in  354  cases 
bought  from  a manufacturer. 

All  the  dairies,  milkshops,  and  ice  cream  shops  are  regularly 
visited  by  one  of  the  assistant  inspectors,  and  the  number  of  such  visits 
during  the  year  was  1,591° 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (G-), 

The  number  of  cowsheds  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  21,  being  1 more 
than  in  the  previous  year.  The  herds  are  regularly  examined  by  the 
Veterinary  Inspector,  who  is  also  responsible  for  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  premises. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Order,  1934° 

In  a circular  issued  to  all  Local  Authorities,  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
was  directed  to  include  in  his  Annual  Report  a statement  of  the  extent  to 
which  Articles  IV o to  HIV.  of  the  above-mentioned  Order  were  being 
coirplied  with. 

Articles  IV.  to  IX.  deal  with  the  provisions  against  infection  cr 
contamination. 

During  the  year  letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  the  occupants  of 
two  milkshops  regarding  the  sale  of  "loose"  milk  in  shops  which  were 
registered  to  supply  milk  only  in  the  properly  closed  and  unopened 
receptacles  in  which  it  was  delivered  to  the  shop.  One  ice  cream  dealer 
was  found  using  the  back  room  of  his  premises  as  a living  room;  while 
three  ice  cream  dealers  were  found  cooking  fish  and  chips  in  their  shops. 

Letters  were  sent  to  47  dairy  farmers  drawing  their  attention  to 
defective  cans  which  were  being  used  for  the  conveyance  of  milk. 

Article  X.  enacts  that  "no  person  shall  add  any  colouring  or 
thielcening  matter  to  cream  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  and 
no  person  shall  sell  for  human  consumption,  cream  to  which  any  colouring 
or  thickening  matter  has  been  added."  A similar  provision  regarding  the 
addition  of  colouring  matter  to  milk,  skimmed  milk,  or  separated  milk,  is 
contained  in  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Act,  1922.  All  the  samples 
of  milk  and  cream  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst  are  examined  for  the 
presence  of  colouring  matter.  None  of  the  sanples  were  found  to  contain 
colouring/ 
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colouring  matter. 

Articles  XI.  to  XIII.  deal  with  provisions  as  to  conveyance  of  milk. 

Article  XI.  (l)  enacts  that:-  "No  dairyman  cr  person  in  the  employment 
of  a dairyman  shall  use  any  wooden  vessel  for  the  conveyance  of  milk  (other 
than  "buttermilk)  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption. 

(2)  No  person  shall  consign  for  transit  milk  intended  for  sale  far 
human  consumption  which  is  contained  in  a vessel  (other  than  a bottle) 
unless  the  vessel  - 

(a)  has  marked  on  it  the  name  and  address  of  the  consignor  of  the  milk 
or  has  attached  to  it  a label  bearing  the  name  and  address  of  the 
consignor;  and 

OO  is  provided  with  a lid  without  openings  so  constructed  as  to 

prevent  the  access  to  the  milk  of  dirt,  dust  or  rainwater  cr  the 
return  to  the  interior  of  the  vessel  of  any  milk  which  may  have 
been  splashed  above  the  lid." 

No  contravention  of  Sub-section  1 was  discovered. 

In  connection  with  Sub-section  2 (a)  28 A-  letters  of  warning  were  sent, 
and  53  letters  in  connection  with  2 (b) , 

No  contravention  of  Article  XII.  was  discovered. 

Article  XIII.  enacts  that  "Every  person  shall  before  delivery  to  any 
common  carrier  or  other  person  for  transit,  a vessel  containing  milk 
intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  cause  the  vessel  to  be  sealed  by 
means  of  a leaden  seal  or  locked.  " In  388  cases  it  was  found  that  the 
requirements  of  this  Section  were  not  being  compliedwith,  and  letters  of 
warning  were  sent  to  the  offenders. 

There  is  no  longer  any  power  in  the  Order  to  deal  with  dairymen  who 
use,  or  have  in  their  possession  vessels  belonging  to  any  other  person. 

It  is  our  practice,  however,  to  inform  the  owners  of  milk  vessels  that 
vessels  belonging  to  them  have  been  found  in  the  possession  of  other 
dairymen.  Forty-four  such  letters,  referring  to  248  vessels,  were  sent 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  So  far  as  we  are  aware,  the  owners  have  had 
no  difficulty  in  collecting  such  bottles. 

Article  XIV".  requires  that  "No  person  shall  sell  by  retail  for 
human  consumption  skimmed  milk,  separated  milk,  or  cream,  except  from  a 
vessel  labelled  or  narked  in  clearly  legible  letters  'Skimmed  milk,' 
'Separated  milk,'  or  'Cream',  as  the  case  may  be." 

A dairyman  was  warned  regarding  his  failure  to  have  the  vessel  from 
which  skimmed  milk  was  being  retailed  properly  labelled. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  0 rder , 1930 • 

During  the  year  no  additional  licences  were  granted  to  retailers  to 
sell  "Certified"  milk.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  fourteen 
retailers  licensed  to  sell  "Certified"  milk. 

The  Northern  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.  , are  licensed  to  pasteurise 
milk  in  their  premises  at  Berryden,  and  to  sell  "pasteurised"  milk  in  33 
of  their  branch  shops.  Nineteen  licences  were  also  granted  to  other 
retailers  to  sell  "pasteurised"  milk.  A licence  was  also  granted  to  the 
Aberdeen  & District  Milk  Marketing  Board,  to  pasteurise  milk  in  their 
premises  at  Lilybank.  Kittybrewster. 

One  licence  to  retail  "Standard"  milk  was  granted  during  the  year. 
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Samples  were  procured  weekly  from  the  retailers  of  "certified"  and 
"pasteurised"  milk  and  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst. 

Undemoted  is  a summary  of  the  results 

A.  - Certified  Milk. 

Other  Other 


No.  of 

Pat. 

Solids 

No.  of 

Pat. 

Solids 

Month. 

Samples. 

Average 

Month. 

Samples. 

. Average 

January, 

2 

3.10 

8.97 

July, 

3 

3.83 

8.43 

February, 

2 

4.10 

9.09 

August , ... 

3 

3-59 

8.72 

March, . 

2 

4.05 

9.11 

September,  . 

2 

3.86 

8.97 

April, 

3 

3.44 

8.99 

October,  . . . 

3 

3.68 

9.03 

May,  . . 

3 

3.91 

9.03 

November,  .. 

3 

4.15 

9.25 

June,  . 

3 

3.89 

8.93 

December,  . . 

3 

4.32 

9.12 

Total  No. 

32.  Pat  - 

Average  %, 

3.83; 

Other  Solids 

- Average 

%,  8.96. 

One  of  the  samples  - procured  in  July  - contained  less  than  3.3  per 

cent.  Pat. 

B.  - Pasteurised  Milk. 

Other  Other 


No.  of 

Pat. 

Solids 

No.  of 

Pat. 

Solids 

Month. 

Samples. 

Average  lyo. 

Month. 

Sample  s . 

Average 

January, 

2 

3.55 

8.90 

July, 

1 

3.60 

8.68 

February,  . . . 

2 

3-44 

8.91 

August, 

2 

3.58 

8.64 

March, 

3 

3.40 

8.93 

September,  . 

2 

3.63 

8.75 

April, 

1 

3.30 

8.65 

October,  . . . 

1 

3.40 

8.72 

May, 

1 

3.50 

8.80 

November,  . . 

2 

3.51 

8.56 

June , . ... 

2 

3.53 

8.92 

December,  . . 

1 

3.41 

8.81 

Total  No.  20. 

Pat  - 

Average  /, 

3.49; 

Other  Solids 

- Average  %, 

8.79 

• 

A sample  purchased  in  November  contained  only  8.25  per  cent.  Solids 
other  than  Pat.  The  Society  were  communicated  with. 

All  the  samples  were  also  examined  by  the  City  Bacteriologist.  The 
result  of  these  examinations  are  given  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 

Annual  Report. 


SHOPS  WHERE  POODSTUPPS  ARE  SOLD. 

Under  a local  Act,  every  occupier  of  ary  premises  used  for  the  sale 
of  any  article  of  food,  who  does  not  keep  the  same  clean  and  in  good 
condition,  is  liable  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings. 

Altogether  1 ,32 A-  shops  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and,  in  344 
cases,  the  occupiers  were  communicated  with  regarding  the  condition  of 
their  shops.  The  corresponding  numbers  in  the  previous  year,  were, 
respectively,  1,412  and  293*  Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in 
Appendix  II . (h)  . 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  as  to  the  shops  visited 


Class/ 
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Number 

Found 

Found 

No.  of  Defects 

Class  of  Shop. 

Inspected. 

Satisfactory. 

Uns  at  i sf  ac  t cry 

dealt  with. 

Bakers,  ...  ... 

157 

127 

30 

37 

Butchers, 

198 

124 

74 

136 

Butchers'  Stores,  . 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Chemists,  ...  ... 

79 

67 

12 

16 

Confectioners, 

51 

39 

12 

16 

Fishmongers,  ... 

61 

34 

27 

49 

Fried  Fish  Shops,  . 

72, 

31 

43 

92 

Fruiterers,  . ... 

62 

51 

11 

17 

Greengrocers,  ... 

14 

12 

2 

3 

Grocers,  

228 

176 

52 

84 

Grain  Merchants,  . . 

6 

5 

1 

1 

Public  Houses, 

120 

79 

41 

60 

Restaurants,  ... 

21 

16 

5 

7 

Mixed  Shops, 

250 

218 

32 

46 

Totals, 

J 

CM 

«\ 

V- 

980 

344 

566 

PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  REFRESHMENT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  classes  of  shops  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  1 937 : — 

De  script  ion  of  Shop  < 


Ice  Cream., 
Pried  Fish,  . . . 
Restaurants,  . . 
Otter  Premises, 


Total, 

This  is  an  increase  of  eleven  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

All  these  premises  were  visited  from  time  to  time  in  order  to  see 
that  the  byelaws  for  regulating  the  internal  construction,  lighting, 
and  arrangement  of  premises,  with  a view  to  the  orderly  conduct  and 
control  thereof,  are  being  complied  with. 


Number . 

96 

35 

64 

46 


22,1 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  total  quantity  of  food  seized  or  destroyed  during  the  year 
1937,  was  150  tons  12,  cwts  , as  compared  with  156  tons  in  the  preceding 
year. 


All  the  meat  seized  in  the  slaughter-houses  is  examined  by  one  of 
the  Meat  Inspectors  - the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Veterinary 
Inspector  - appointed  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations 
( Scotland) . 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  staff 
to  the  various  places  where  foodstuffs  are  sold  was  8,108.  Of  these 
2,892  were  made  to  slaughter-houses,  1,755  to  meat  marts,  128  to  fish- 
curing premises,  329  to  the  Fish  Market,  167  to  wholesale  warehouses, 
136  to  street  markets,  22,9  to  the  New  Market  Hall,  106  to  shipping 
sheds,  119  to  provision-curing  works,  and  2,227  to  other  premises, 
including  all  the  offal  and  tallow  marts. 
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The  quantity  of  fish  landed  during  the  year  was  1, 887 , 358  cwts. 

Of  this  quantity,  1,737,752  cwts.  were  landed  hy  British  fishing  vessels, 
and  149,606  cwts.  by  foreign  vessels.  The  quantity  of  fish  landed  in 
the  previous  year  was  1 ,822,822  cwts.  The  quantity  destroyed  as  unfit 
for  human  food  was  14>252  lbs.,  as  conpared  with  8,008  lbs.  in  the 
previous  year. 

There  were  altogether  1,233  seizures,  as  conpared  with  1,196  in 
the  previous  year.  The  majority  of  the  seizures  was  made  in  the 
slaughter-houses,  while  105  were  made  in  the  meat  marts.  111  in 
warehouses  and  shops,  13  in  offal  markets,  1 in  the  Pish  Market,  and 
7 in  curing  yards. 

Tinned  Foods. 

Considerable  attention  continues  to  be  paid  to  the  inspection  of 
tinned  foods.  All  factories  where  such  articles  are  prepared  are 
regularly  visited. 

Wholesale  warehouses  and  shops  are  also  visited,  and,  in  these 
109  lots  of  tinned  foods,  corrprising  beef,  pork,  ham,  neat  roll,  fruit, 
peas  and  shrinps  were  dealt  with  as  being  unfit  for  human  food.  The 
number  of  lots  dealt  with  in  the  previous  year  was  7 6. 

The  Public  Health  (imported  Pood)  Regulations  (Scotland)  1952. 

The  11  Oversea  Meat''  landed  at  the  port  during  the  year  consisted  of 
lard,  tinned  beef,  tinned  tongues,  and  tinned  ham;  and  was  all  duly 
labelled. 

The  other  inported  foods  consisted  of  butter,  cheese,  fish,  tinned 
foods,  flour,  cereals,  sugar,  fruit  and  vegetables. 

Prosecutions. 

In  no  case  did  the  Sanitary  Inspector  find  it  necessary  to  institute 
legal  proceedings  against  anyone  for  having  in  his  possession,  or  having 
sold  or  exposed  for  sale,  food  which  was  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

A detailed  statement  of  the  meat  seized  during  each  month  of  the 
year,  as  also  a comparative  statement  of  past  year’s,  will  be  found  in 
Appendix  III. 

Meat  Stores. 

Three  certificates  for  meat  stores  were  granted  during  the  year. 

Cold  Stores. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  16  of  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1932,  four  cold  stares  are 
registered.  These  premises  were  regularly  visited. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  samples  procured  in  accordance 
with  the  Act:- 


ARTICLES. 

No,  of  Samples 
Procured. 

■ ■ ■■'  ■ ' ■ - ^ 1 1 ■ — - — T 

Number  not  Genuine. 

s 

Cm 

0 3 

0 l 

Amount 

of 

Fines 

Imposed 

! In- 

Formal,  {formal. 

Total. 

Formal, 

In- 
formal 0 

Total, 

9 m 

0 0 

Sweet  Milk 

— 
341  1 

\ 

224 

565 

8 I 

24 

32 

5 

2 , 

E22:  0:0 

Skimmed  Milk  . . . 

31 

o ! 

31 

2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 : 0:0 

Cream  

13 

i 1 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

• • • 

Double  Cream  . . . 

13 

0 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

• • • 

Ice  Cream 

3° 

0 

30 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 • • 

Butter  ...  . . . 

0 

24 

24 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

• • • 

Margarine 

0 

24 

24 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

• • • 

Mince  ...  . . . 

9 

172 

181 

4 

7 

11 

4 

4 

4:10:0 

Beef  Sausages  . . 

9 

155 

164 

1 

5 

1 

1 

:15:0 

Pork  Sausages  . . 

2 

18 

20 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

: 1 5 : 0 

Rabbit  , 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tinned  Fruit  . . , 

0 

41 

41 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tinned  Salmon  . , 

0 

10 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tinned  Herrings 

\J 

10 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tinned  Sardines 

0 

7 I. 

34 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tinned  Cod  Roe  , 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tinned  Meat 

0 

8 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tinned  Lobster  . 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tinned  Peas 

0 

3 5 

35 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

0 

18 

18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Barley  ...  . . . 

0 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cinnamon  . . . . 

0 

14 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dried  Fruit 

0 

1 6 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Fruit  Wines 

0 

15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Jaffa  Juce  . e . . 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Essence  of  Lemon 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cyder  ... 

0 

17 

17 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rum  ...  ... 

1 

9 

10 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Whisky  ...  . . . 

0 

7 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Brandy  „ . . . . . 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Gin 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Drugs  ...  . . . 

0 

24 

24 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals,  ... 

450 

893 

1,343 

16 

36 

1 

52 

12 

9 

£29 : 0:0 

In  addition  to  the  above,  12  "unofficial"  samples  of  sweet  milk  were 
procured  at  byres. 

The  total  number  of  samples  analysed  was,  therefore,  1 ,355,  as 
conpared  with  1,434  in  the  previous  year,  and  1,266  in  1935* 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  as  to  the  number  of  official 
samples  of  sweet  milk  procured  since  1914,  the  year  in  which  was  commenced 
the  system  of  "following  up"  all  deficient  samples  of  milk,  i,e.,  in  the 
case  of  a retailer  selling  deficient  milk,  of  taking  a sample  in  the  course 
of  delivery  from  the  consigner  to  the  consignee;  and  in  the  case  of  a 
producer,  of  visiting  the  byre  at  the  earliest  possible  date  and  procuring 
a sample  of  the  corresponding  milk  from  the  cow. 
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Table  I. , 

Giving  number  of  Official  Samples  procured  and  showing  the 
number  deficient  in  Fat,  Solids  other  than  Fat,  and  in 
both  Fat  and  Other  Solids. 


5 

Year. 

1 

Number 

of 

Samples. 

Number 
def  ic  lent 
in  Fat. 

Number 
ief  ic  ient 
in  Solids 
other 
than  Fat. 

Number 
deficient 
in  both 
Fat  and 
Other  Solids. 

Total 
number 
ief ic ient; 

Percentage 
def  ic  ient. 

Number 

of 

Prosecution 

1914? 

123 

21 

2 

1 

24 

19.5 

21 

1915? 

207 

21 

6 

5 

32 

15-6 

25 

1916, 

266 

35 

4 

6 

45 

17.8 

36 

1917, 

252 

36 

12 

3 

51 

20.2 

37 

1918, 

240 

15 

7 

1 

19 

IS 

9 

1919, 

262 

25 

3 

3 

31 

11.8 

22 

1920, 

272 

10 

1 

2 

13 

4*8 

6 

1921, 

431 

18 

7 

2 

27 

6.3 

15 

1922, 

445 

22 

3 

0 

25 

5.6 

14 

1923? 

463 

15 

3 

4 

22 

4.8 

9 

1924, 

536 

19 

6 

2 

27 

5.0 

20 

1925? 

524 

24 

2 

2 

28 

5.3 

21 

1926, 

472 

20 

1 

0 

21 

4.4 

11 

1927, 

437 

10 

2 

0 

12 

2.7 

3 

1928, 

404 

7 

3 

0 

10 

2.5 

3 

1929, 

357 

7 

0 

2 

9 

2.5 

4 

1930, 

309 

2 

0 

1 

3 

1 .0 

2 

1931, 

323 

8 

2 

0 

10 

3*1 

4 

1932, 

319 

4 

0 

0 

4 

1.3 

3 

1933, 

313 

7 

1 

1 

9 

2.9 

8 

1934, 

365 

10 

3 

0 

13 

3.6 

8 

1935? 

351 

9 

1 

0 

10 

2.8 

4 

1936, 

354 

1 5 

0 

2 

7 

2.0 

5 

1937, 

341 

I 5 

1 

2 

8 

2.3 

5 

Totals, 

8,366 

355 

66 

39 

460 

5.5 

| 

295 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  total  number  of  official  samples  of 
sweet  milk  procured  during  1937 ? was  341 , of  which  8,  or  2.3  per  cent., 
were  found  to  be  under  the  standard.  In  the  previous  year  the 
corresponding  number  of  samples  procured  was  354?  of  which  7?  cr  2.0 
per  cent,  were  under  the  standard. 

The  percentage  (2,3)  is,  with  three  exceptions,  the  lowest  in  the 
period  under  review.  In  the  quinquennial  period  1931-5?  "the  average 
percentage  of  deficient  samples  was  2.7?  while  the  corresponding  percentage 
for  the  quinquennial  period  1926-30,  was  2.6.  In  1936,  the  percentage  was 
2.0.  The  percentage  of  deficient  samples  for  the  past  twelve  years  has, 
therefore,  been  exceedingly  small.  The  percentage  during  the  period 
1921-5,  was  5,4,  as  corrpared  with  12.5  during  the  period  1916-20.  During 
the  biennial  period,  1914-5?  the  percentage  was  17.6. 


Table  II.  , 

Giving  number  of  Official  Sanples  procured  from  Producers,  as  compared 
with  the  number  procured  from  Retailers  or  Wholesalers.  In  each  case, 
the  samples  found  deficient  at  the  byre,  or  in  course  of  delivery  to 
the  Retailer  or  Wholesaler,  are  excluded. 


Year/ 


■ • 


. 
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Year. 

Number  of 
Samples 
Procured 
from 

Producers . 

Number 

deficient. 

Percentage 

deficient. 

| Number  of 
Samples 
Procured 
from 

Retailers  or 
Wholesalers. 

Number 
def  ic  ient, 

i 

Percentage 

deficient. 

1 

...  - j 

1914, 

60 

13 

21 .7 

63 

8 

12.7 

1915, 

115 

15 

13*0 

92 

12 

1 3c  0 

1916, 

122 

22 

18.0 

144 

15 

10.4 

1917, 

143 

32 

22.4 

109 

9 

8.3 

1918, 

104 

5 

4*8 

136 

9 

6.6 

1919, 

143 

13 

9*1 

119 

9 

7.6 

1920, 

132 

4 

3*0 

140 

5 

3.6 

1921, 

240 

11 

4*  6 

191 

9 

4c  7 

1922, 

222 

8 

3*6 

223 

8 

3.6 

1923, 

246 

9 

3*7 

217 

6 

2.8 

1924, 

260 

10 

3.8 

27  6 

11 

4.0 

1925, 

238 

12 

5-0 

286 

12 

4.2 

1926, 

196 

10 

5.1 

276 

5 

1.8 

1927, 

184 

1 

0.5 

253 

3 

1.2 

1928, 

173 

3 

1.7 

231 

4 

1.7 

1929, 

124 

2 

1.6 

233 

6 

2.6 

1930, 

112 

2 

1.8 

197 

1 

0.5 

1931, 

45 

2 

4.5 

278 

7 

2.5 

1932, 

45 

1 

2.2 

274 

2 

0.7 

19  33, 

52 

4 

7.7 

261 

4 

1*5 

1934, 

43 

7 

16.3 

322 

2 

0,6 

1935, 

53 

1 

1.9 

298 

5 

1.7 

1936, 

72 

0 

0.0 

282 

5 

1 .8 

1937, 

43 

4 

9.3 

298 

3 

1 ,0 

Totals, 

! 

! 3,167 

J 

191 

• 

0 

5,199 

0 

M3 

r* 

3.1 

The  percentage  of  producers'  sanples  found  deficient  in  1937  was  9o 3 ? 
as  compared  with  a percentage  of  1.0  for  the  samples  procured  from 
wholesalers  or  retailers.  In  the  preceding  year  the  corresponding 
percentages  were,  respectively,  0.0  and  1.8.  During  the  quinquennial 
period  1914-8,  the  average  percentage  of  producers'  samples  found  deficient 
was  l6.0,  as  corrpared  with  an  average  percentage  of  5*1  for  the  period 
1919-35*  The  corresponding  percentages  for  samples  procured  from 
wholesalers  or  retailers  were,  respectively,  10.2  and  2.8,.  In  1 936  and 
1937,  the  percentages  of  producers'  samples  found  deficient  were, 
respectively,  0.0  and  9*3,  as  coirpared  with  1.8  and  1.0  for  samples  from 
retailers  or  wholesalers. 


Table  III., 

Giving  information  as  to  the  Sources  from  which  the  Samples  were  procured. 


Year. 

Retail  Sarrples 
from  Shops. 

Retail  Samples 
from  Carts. 

Wholesale  Samples 
in  course  of 
Delivery. 

Sanples  taken  on  j 
Delivery  at 
Institutions. 

Pound 

Per 

Pound 

Per 

j Pound 

Per 

| Pound 

j Per 

Sanples 

de- 

cent- 

Samples 

de- 

cent- 

Sanples  j de- 

cent- 

Sanples  j de- 

cent- 

■f-.pi  Vnn  , 

ficient 

age. 

taken. 

ficient. 

age. 

taken.  He  ient. 

age. 

rfc&ken.  ficient. 

age. 

1914, 

50 

8 

16.0 

35 

7 

20.0 

* 

24  1 8 

33°3 

14  ! 1 

7*1 

1915, 

82 

14 

17.1 

64 

4 

6.2 

38  f 11 

29.0 

K3 

C\] 

13*0 

1916, 

118 

19 

16.1 

82 

9 

11.0 

47  1 16 

34.0 

19)  1 

5c 3 I 

1917, 

83 

11 

13.3 

54 

6 

11.1 

92  i 34 

37*0 

23  1 0 

0,0  I 

1918, 

1919, / 

123 

8 

6.5 

66 

7 

10.6 

49  i 4 

8.2 

2 I 0 

I 

i 

; 

0.0  | 

i 

♦ 
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Table  III.,  (Contd.) 


Year. 

Retail  Sanples 
from  Shops. 

Retail  Sanples 
from  Carts. 

Whole 
in  c 
De] 

5 sale  Samples 
course  of 
Livery. 

, Samples  taken  on 
Delivery  at 
Institutions. 

Sanples 

taken. 

Found 

de- 

ficient. 

Per 

cent- 

age. 

Samples 

taken. 

Found 

de- 

ficient 

Per 

cent- 

age. 

Sanples 

taken. 

Found 

de- 

ficient 

Per 
cent- 
age , 

Samples 

taken. 

Found 

de- 

ficient 

Per 

cent- 

age. 

1919, 

101 

«. 

13.7 

36 

2 

5.5 

123 

15 

12.2 

2 

0 

0.0 

1920, 

129 

6 

4.7 

32 

2 

0.3 

111 

5 

4.5 

0 

0 

0.0 

1921, 

166 

10 

6.0 

87 

3 

3.4 

176 

14 

8.0 

2 

0 

0.0 

1922, 

188 

10 

5.3 

86 

5 

5.8 

169 

10 

5»9 

2 

0 

0.0 

1923, 

198 

6 

3.0 

86 

3 

3.5 

176 

13 

7.4 

3 

0 

0.0 

1924, 

209 

10 

4.8 

129 

8 

6.2 

193 

9 

4.7 

5 

0 

0 . 0 

1925, 

252 

16 

6.3 

105 

4 

3.8 

158 

8 

5.1 

9 

0 

0.0 

1926, 

242 

9 

3.7 

121 

5 

4.1 

107 

7 

6.5 

2 

0 

0.0 

1927, 

210 

4 

1.9 

103 

3 

2.9 

113 

5 

4.4 

11 

0 

0.0 

1928, 

203 

6 

3.0 

125 

1 

0.8 

76 

3 

4.0 

0 

0 

0.0 

1929, 

205 

6 

3.0 

77 

2 

2.6 

75 

1 

1-3 

0 

0 

0.0 

1930, 

184 

2 

1.1 

55 

0 

0.0 

70 

1 

1.4 

0 

0 

0.0 

1931, 

236 

7 

2.7 

52 

1 

1.9 

15 

2 

13.3 

0 

0 

0.0 

1932, 

255 

2 

0.8 

62 

1 

1.6 

2 

1 

50.0 

0 

0 

0.0 

1933, 

250 

6 

2.4 

55 

1 

1.8 

8 

2 

25.0 

0 

0 

0.0 

1934? 

307 

6' 

2.0 

43 

3 

7.0 

15 

4 

26.7 

0 

0 

0.0 

1935, 

283 

6 

2.1 

44 

0 

0.0 

24 

4 

16.7 

0 

0 

0.0 

1936, 

270 

5 

1.9 

28 

0 

0.0 

56 

2 

3.6 

0 

0 

0.0 

1937, 

286 

3 

1 .0 

37 

1 

2.7 

18 

4 

22.2 

0 

0 

0.0 

Totals, 

4,650 

194 

4.2 

1 ,664 

78 

4®7 

1,935 

183 

9®5 

117 

5 

4.3 

Eighteen  samples  were  procured  from  consignments  in  course  of  delivery, 
and,  of  these,  if  or  22.2  per  cent,  were  found  to  he  deficient.  Proceedings 
were  instituted  in  all  these  cases,  and  detailed  information  is  given  on 
p.  38®  in  8 other  cases,  the  consignments  were  found  to  contain  less  than 
3.3  per  cent.  Pat,  the  percentage  specified  in  the  contract  between  the 
producers  and  the  Aberdeen  & District  Milk  Marketing  Board, 

The  number  of  samples  taken  in  the  previous  year  from  consignments  in 
course  of  delivery  was  56,  of  which  2,  cr  3*6  per  cent.,  were  found  to  be 
def ic ient. 

The anaHer  number  of  "official"  sanples  taken  from  consignments  in 
course  of  delivery,  is  due  to  the  decision  of  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary, 
referred  to  on  pp.  39-41® 

One  of  the  37  samples  purchased  from  retail  carts  was  found  to  be 
deficient.  The  percentage  of  deficient  samples  was,  therefore,  2.7®  The 
percentage  of  deficient  sanples  in  each  of  the  two  previous  years  was  nil. 
During  the  period  1914-18,  the  average  corresponding  percentage  was  11.8, 
as  conpared  with  3®4  for  the  period  1919-35. 

The  percentage  of  deficient  sanples  purchased  in  retail  shops  was  1.0, 
as  conpared  with  1.9  in  the  previous  year.  During  the  period  1914-18,  the 
average  was  13.8,  while  for  the  period  1919-35?  this  average  has  fallen  to 
3*8.  In  1936  and  1937?  the  percentages  were,  respectively,  1.9  and  1.0. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  all  the  deficient  "official" 
sanples  of  sweet  milk  procured  during  the  past  year. 
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A.  Retailers*  or  Wholesalers*  Samples. 


— 

1 No. 

Complained  of  Sample. 

Sample  taken  on  Delivery. 

Remarks. 

Pat. 

Other  Solids. 

Pat. 

Other  Solids. 

1 

fo 

ot 

7° 

% 

% 

1. 

2.15 

8.92 

3.50 

8.73 

Pled  "not  guilty" 
Pined  £2. 

2. 

2.80 

8.72 

3.40 

8.90 

Letter  of  warning 
sent. 

3. 

: 

2.80 

8.72 

3.00 

- - - 

8.64 

Letter  of  warning 
sent. 

Case  No.  1 ♦ 

On  26th  January,  a pint  bottle  of  milk  purchased  from  a retailer  was 
certified  to  contain  2.15  per  cent.  Pat  and  8.92  per  cent.  Other  Solids. 
Two  days  later  a sarrple  procured  from  the  consignment  then  in  course  of 
delivery  by  a wholesale  dairyman  was  certified  to  contain  3*50  per  cent. 
Pat  and  8.73  per  cent.  Other  Solids.  The  retailer  was  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  two  consignments  daily,  so  he  subsequently  requested  that  a 
sample  be  procured  from  the  second  consignment.  This  was  done  on  30th 
January,  and  the  sample  was  certified  to  contain  3*55  per  cent.  Pat  and 
8.81  per  cent.  Other  Solids. 

Accused  pled  "not  guilty,"  but  was  convicted  and  fined  £2.  It  is  of 
interest  to  note  that  on  the  day  on  which  the  complained  of  sample  was 
purchased,  six  other  samples  were  procured  from  the  wholesale  dairyman 
referred  to.  These  samples  contained,  respectively,  3.51,  3*60,  3»55, 

3. 55,  3*60  and  3*^0  per  cent.  Pat. 


Case  No.  2. 


On  13th  April,  a pint  of  milk  purchased  in  a retail  shop  was  certified 

to  contain  not  more  than  2.80  per  cent.  Pat.  The  sample  also  contained 

8.72  per  cent.  Other  Solids.  A sample  taken  on  the  following  day  Prom  a 
consignment  of  4 gallons  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  retailer  by  the 
Aberdeen  & District  Milk  Marketing  Board,  was  certified  to  contain  3*40 
per  cent.  Pat  and  8.90  per  cent.  Other  Solids.  The  milkwas  sold  by  a 
neighbour,  who  was  acting  as  a temporary  assistant,  and  there  was  reason 
to  believe  that  she  had  failed  to  mix  the  milk  before  selling  the  complained 

of  sample.  The  contravention  was  discussed  by  the  Procurator  Fiscal  and 

myself,  when  it  was  decided  to  send  a letter  of  warning  to  the  retailer. 

This  was  accordingly  done. 


Case  No.  5. 

On  2nd  December,  a pint  of  milksupplied  in  a bottle,  and  purchased  in 
a retail  shop,  was  certified  to  contain  2.80  per  cent.  Pat  and  8.72  per 
cent.  Other  Solids.  Two  days  later  a sample,  consisting  of  a pint  bottle, 
was  taken  fdom  a consignment  then  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  retailer  by 
a wholesale  dairyman.  This  sample  was  certified  to  contain  3-00  per  cent. 
Pat  and  8.64  per  cent.  Other  Solids.  The  milk  in  question  was  bottled  by 
the  wholesale  dairyman.  Accordingly,  on  9th  December,  samples  were 
procured  from  consignments  of  10  gallons  "morning"  milk  and  1 6 gallons 
"evening"  milk  then  in  course  of  delivery  by  the  farmer  to  the  dairyman. 
The  "morning"  milk  was  certified  to  contain  3.1 6 per  cent.  Pat  and  8.64 
per  cent.  Other  Solids;  while  the  "evening"  milk  was  certified  to  contain 
3*80  per  cent.  Pat  and  8.80  per  cent.  Other  Solids. 

This  contravention  was  fully  considered  by  the  Procurator  Fiscal  and 
myself,  when  it  was  decided  to  send  the  retailer  a letter  of  warning. 

li/ 
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B.  producers1  Samples. 


No.  ' 

Complained  of  Sample. 

Sample  taken  at  Byre. 

Pat. 

Other  Solids. 

Pat.  ! Other  Solids. 

d 

7° 

% % 

4. 

. 

3.13 

7.69 

"morning" 
j 3.61  i 8.56  i 

"evening"  ; 

14.30  | 8.79/ 

5. 

2.62 

6.42 

"morning" 
j 3.65  ; 9.01  { 

"evening" 
V3-78  j 8.64/ 

6 . 

2.77 

8.73 

/ "morning"  \ 

; 3.14  ; 8.93 ! 

\ "evening"  ( 

I.3.13  9.01  j 

7. 

2.71 

7»53 

j "morning"  \ 

2.81  1 8.85  I 

\ "evening"  / 

U-59  i 8.8 3/ 

8. 

2,69 

8062 

/Milk  of  8 cows.  \ 

j 2.89  1 8.67  \ 

‘Milk  of  whole  herd. 

v3.08  | 8.79  } 

Remarks. 


Pound  "Not  Guilty." 


Pled  guilty  and 
fined  £20. 


j Pound  "Not  Guilty."! 


Case  withdrawn. 


Letter  of  warning  j 
sent. 


Case  No.  4. 

On  6th  January,  a mixed  sample  procured  from  a consignment  of  1 2 
gallons  then  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  Aberdeen  & District  Milk 
Marketing  Board,  was  certified  to  contain  3*13  per  cent.  Pat  and  7.69  per 
cent.  Other  Solids.  The  byre  was  visited  on  the  evening  of  the  sane  day, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  following  day.  A mixed  sample  of  the  "evening" 
milk  of  all  the  cows  in  milk  (7  out  of  10)  and  amounting  to  about  5§gallons, 
was  certified  to  contain  4=30  per  cent.  Pat  and  8.79  per  cent.  Other  Solids; 
while  a mixed  sample  of  the  "morning"  milk  of  the  six  cows  milked  twice 
daily  and  amounting  to  about  6 gallons,  was  certified  to  contain  3«6l  per 
cent.  Pat  and  8056  per  cent.  Other  Solids. 

The  Public  Analyst  was  of  opinion  that  l^-  gallons  of  water  had  been 
added  to  the  consignment  and  that  a little  over  1 gallon  of  milk  very  rich 
in  fat  had  been  kept  for  farm  use. 

Accused  was  found  "not  guilty"  as  the  Sheriff  held  that  it  had  not 
been  conclusively  proved  that  the  milk  sampled  was  the  milk  consigned  by 
accused. 


Case  No.  5. 

On  l6th  January,  a mixed  sanple  procured  from  a consignment  of  1 20 
gallons  then  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  Aberdeen  & District  Milk  Marketing 
Board  was  certified  to  contain  2. 62  per  cent.  Pat  and  6.42  per  cent.  Other 
Solids.  The  byre  was  visited  bn  the  evening  of  the  same  day  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  following  day.  A mixed  sanple  of  the  "evening"  milk  of  all 
the  cows  in  milk  (36  out  of  37)  and  amounting  to  about  41  gallons  was 
certified  to  contain  3»78  per  cent.  Pat  and  8.64  per  cent.  Other  Solids; 
while  a mixed  sanple  of  the  "morning"  milk  of  the  same  cows,  and  amounting 
to  about  49x  gallons  was  certified  to  contain  3*65  per  cent.  Pat  and  9.01 
per  cent.  Other  Solids.  The  Public  Analyst  calculated  that  32^-  gallons  of 
water  had  been  added  to  the  consignment. 

Accused  pled  guilty  and  was  fined  £20,  the  maximum  penalty  for  a first 
offence. 


Case/ 
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Case  No.  6. 

On  11th  March,  a mixed  sample  procured  from  a consignment  of  29 
gallons  then  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  Aberdeen  & District  Milk 
Marketing  Board,  was  certified  to  contain  2.77  per  cent.  Pat  and  8.73  per 
cent.  Other  Solids.  The  byre  was  visited  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  following  day.  A mixed  sample  of  the  "evening" 
milk  of  the  eleven  cows  in  milk  (quantity  yielded  12-J;  gallons)  was  certified 
to  contain  3*13  per  cent.  Pat  and  9® 01  per  cent.  Other  Solids;  while  a mixed 
sample  of  the  "morning"  milk  (quantity  yielded  about  1 gallons)  was 
certified  to  contain  3.14  per  cent.  Pat  and  8.93  per  cent.  Other  Solids. 

The  farmer  atated  that  immediately  after  he  had  corrpleted  the  milking  of  the 
cows,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  stripping  them,  and  retaining  the  strippings 
for  domestic  use.  The  sample  of  the  "morning"  strippings,  v/hich  amounted 
to  about  3^  pints  was  certified  to  contain  8.10  per  cent.  Pat  and  8.64  per 
cent.  Other  Solids;  while  the  sample  of  the  "evening"  strippings,  which 
amounted  to  about  4^  pints  was  certified  to  contain  7.60  per  cent.  Pat  and 
8.69  pr  cent.  Other  Solids. 

Accused  pled  "not  guilty,"  and  evidence  was  led  at  great  length.  The 
corrplained  of  sample  was  procured  from  a consignment  in  course  of  delivery 
to  the  consignees  promises  in  Aberdeen,  and  accused's  agent  contended  that 
the  proper  place  of  delivery  was  at  accused's  farm.  Reference  was  made  to 
a decision  in  the  Dumfries  Sheriff  Court,  in  v/hich  case  the  circumstances 
were  somewhat  similar,  and  in  which  it  was  held  that  the  proper  "place  of 
delivery"  should  have  been  at  the  accused's  farm.  As  the  decision  in  the 
Dumfries  case  was  appealed  to  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary,  the  decision 
in  the  Aberdeen  case  was  deferred  until  the  result  of  the  appeal  referred 
to  was  made  known.  The  High  Court  dismissed  the  appeal.  Consequently, 
the  Sheriff  stated  that  as  regards  the  Aberdeen  case,  he  had  no  alternative 
but  to  find  the  accused  "Not  Guilty." 

As  the  High  Court  decision  (Paterson  v.  Aird,  1937  J.C.  128)  is  of 
far  reaching  importance  to  all  Sampling  Officers,  undernoted  is  a full 
report  of  the  judgment. 

Lord  Justice  General  (Nor  mand ) . - My  Lords,  the  respondent  in  this  stated 
case  was  charged  with  a contravention  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  1928,  by  the  sale  of  milk  deficient  in  fatty  solids.  The  respondent 
was  a registered  producer  under  the  Milk  Marketing  Scheme.  The  Milk 
Marketing  Board,  by  a notice  issued  under  the  Scheme,  informed  the 
respondent  that  his  milk  was  diverted  from  the  consignee  to  whom  it  had 
previously  been  consigned  to  the  United  Dairies  (Scotland),  Limited, 

Cowhill  Creamery,  Holywood,  Dumfriesshire,  described  in  the  notice  as  the 
ultimate  buyer.  By  the  sane  notice  the  respondent  was  directed  to  make 
the  necessary  transport  arrangements.  Later  a sample  of  the  respondent's 
milk  was  taken  at  the  Gowhill  Creamery,  and  it  was  found  to  be  deficient 
in  non- fatty  solids. 

Under  Section  1 6 (2)  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928, 
the  sample  must  be  taken  at  the  contract  place  cf  delivery;  and  the  question, 
therefore,  is  whether  the  contract  place  of  delivery  in  this  case  was  the 
creamery  at  Holywood,  as  the  appellant  contends,  or  the  respondent's  own 
premises,  as  he  contends.  Apart  from  any  express  or  implied  term  in  the 
contract  between  the  seller  and  the  purchaser  the  place  of  delivery  is  the 
seller's  place  of  business  (Section  29  (l)  of  the  Sale  of  Goods  Act,  1893)* 
The  appellant,  however,  maintains  that  there  is  in  the  contract  an  express 
or  implied  term  by  which  the  place  of  delivery  was  determined  to  be  the 
premises  of  the  creamery  at  Holywood, 

We  were  referred  to  a number  of  regulations  contained  in  the  Milk 
Marketing  Scheme,  and  in  particular  the  regulations  dealing  with  the  costs 
of  haulage,  and  we  were  also  referred  to  the  conditions  attaching  to  the 
haulier's  licence  which  was  issued  by  the  Board  to  the  haulier  in  this  case. 
1/ 
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I have  studied  these  regulations  and  conditions,  which  were  assumed  to  form 
part  of  the  contract  of  sale,  and  I have  arrived  at  the  opinion  that  they 
are  concerned  with  calculations  and  adjustments  of  price  and  the  distribution 
of  the  various  costs  and  losses  which  are  incidental  to  the  working  of  the 
Scheme,  but  are  not  at  all  directed  to  tine  legal  question  as  to  what  is  the 
place  of  delivery  under  any  particular  contract. 

The  arguments  which  were  urged  on  either  side  were  double  edged.  For 
example,  great  reliance  was  placed  by  the  appellant  upon  the  provisions  in 
the  regulations  by  which  at  the  end  of  the  day  each  producer  bears  the  costs 
of  haulage  between  his  farm  and  the  premises  of  the  ultimate  buyer.  It  was 
said  that  that  in  itself  clearly  impliedthat  the  place  of  delivery  under 
every  contract  must  be  the  ultimate  buyer’s  premises;  but  I think  that  it 
might  equally  be  said  that  the  provisions  dealing  with  the  cost  of  haulage 
come  to  nothing  more  than  this,  that  the  price  to  be  paid  by  the  Milk 
Marketing  Board  to  the  producer  would  vary  with  the  cost  of  carriage  of 
his  milk  from  his  premises  to  the  premises  of  the  ultimate  buyer* 

Similarly,  the  arguments  which  were  advanced  on  behalf  of  the  respondent 
seemed  to  me  to  be  double  edged  also.  For  example,  it  was  said  that  the 
haulier,  although  he  might  be  put  forward  by  the  vendor  of  the  milk,  had  to 
be  approved  by  the  Board.  That  is  true,  but  it  is  difficult  to  sec  that  this 
circumstance  conclusively  fixed  the  producer's  place  of  business  as  the  place 
of  delivery.  Then  one  of  the  conditions  under  which  the  haulier  v/as  to  carry 
the  milk  was  that  he  was  to  be  responsible  for  spillage  and  for  all  other 
loss  and  damage  to  milk  consigned  to  his  care  for  transit.  It  was  suggested 
that  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  had  in  fact  purchased  and  taken  delivery  of  the 
milk  at  the  producer' s premises,  and  had  imposed  this  liability  on  the  haulier 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Board  itself  as  a purchaser  for  resale  to  the  ultimate 
buyer.  That  is  plausible,  especially  as  counsel  for  the  appellant  appeared 
at  one  point  of  the  argument  to  admit  that  the  respondent  sold  to  the  Board, 
and  not,  as  the  complaint  bears,  to  the  ultimate  buyer  - an  admission  which 
would  probably  have  been  fatal  to  a conviction.  But  it  is  equally  plausible 
to  say  that  the  respondibility  for  any  damage  to  milk  containers,  which  is 
also  imposed  upon  the  haulier  by  the  same  condition,  is  suggestive  that  it 
was  a condition  imposed  by  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  in  favour  of  the  producer. 

It  short,  I think  the  sound  conclusion  is  that  the  question  in  issue  is 
left  untouched  by  the  regulations  embodied  in  the  Milk  Marketing  Scheme  and 
by  the  conditions  attached  to  the  haulier' s licence.  We  are,  therefore, 
thrown  back  upon  the  law  as  laid  down  in  the  Sale  of  Goods  Act.  The  learned 
Sheriff-substitute,  in  my  opinion,  arrived  at  a right  conclusion,  and  both 
the  questions  put  to  us  in  the  case  should  be  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Lord  Fleming.  - I am  of  the  same  opinion.  No  Withstanding  the  able 
arguments  which  we  heard  from  counsel,  I find  it  impossible  to  arrive  at 
apy  satisfactory  conclusion  as  regards  the  question.  What  is  the  place 
of  delivery  by  a registered  producer  under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk 
Marketing  Scheme?  I think  it  is  unlikely  that  the  framers  of  the  Scheme 
ever  applied  their  minds  to  this  question.  At  all  events,  I am  unable  to 
find  in  the  Scheme  any  provision  which  fixes  the  place  of  delivery.  In 
these  circumstances  I think  we  are  just  referred  back  to  the  statutory 
provisions  relating  to  the  place  of  delivery  under  a contract  of  sale, 
and  when  the  statutory  provisions  are  applied  to  the  circumstances  of 
this  case  it  is  clear  that  delivery  of  the  milk  took  place  before  it 
reached  the  premises  of  the  Creamery  Company. 

Lord  Carmont.  - A sample  that  requires  to  be  taken  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1 928,  for  the  purpose  of  a prosecution  of  this 
kind  must  be  taken  at  the  "place  of  delivery."  The  meaning  of  the  words 
"place  of  delivery"  is  vital  to  the  determination  of  this  case.  Under  the 
Sale  of  Goods  Act,  if  nothing  else  is  said  in  the  contract,  the  place  of 
delivery  would  be  deemed  to  be  the  seller's  place  of  business,  viz.,  in 
this  case  the  farm  at  Ecclefechan.  If  that  interpretation  is  to  bo 
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displaced,  the  burden  is  on  the  Procuro.tor-Fiscal  prosecuting  in  this  case 
to  displace  it.  The  various  statutory  regulations  to  which  we  were  referred, 
and  which  were  the  subject  of  argunent  in  this  Court,  do  not  conclusively 
show  that  any  place  of  delivery  other  than  the  respondent's  farm  had  been 
fixed.  The  sarrple  was,  accordingly,  taken  at  a place  other  than  that 
required  by  the  statute.  I,  therefore,  think  that,  in  the  circumstances, 
the  She riff -Substitute  was  right,  and  that  both  the  questions  in  the  stated 
case  should  be  answered  as  your  Lordship  proposes. 

The  Court  answered  both  questions  in  the  affirmative. 


It  is  of  interest  to  mention  that  at  the  time  the  decision  was  given 
in  the  Aberdeen  case,  I had  reason  to  believe  that  consignments  from  the 
farmer  referred  to  were  still  at  times  under  the  standard.  Accordingly, 
on  18th  August,  an  ’'informal”  sample  was  procured  from  a consignment  of 
21+  gallons  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  consignees  premises  in  Aberdeen. 

This  sample  was  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  contain  2.92  per  cent. 

Pat  and  7*12  per  cent.  Solids  other  than  Pat. 

On  communicating  this  information  to  Mr.  Conchie,  County  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  Kincardineshire,  who  is  Sampling  Officer  for  that  District, 
he  kindly  agreed  to  take  a sample  at  the  farm  from  the  consignment  then 
in  course  of  being  handed  over  to  the  carrier.  This  was  done  on  20th 
August,  and  the  sample  is  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  for  Kincardineshire 
to  contain  3®05  per  cent.  Pat  and  6.95  per  cent.  Solids  other  than  Pat. 

The  byre  was  visited  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  following  day,  when  samples  were  procured  of  the  "evening"  and  "morning" 
milk  of  the  herd.  The  "evening"  milk  is  certified  to  contain  3 • 95  per  cent. 
Pat  and  8. 1+3  per  cent.  Solids  other  than  Pat;  while  the  "morning"  milk  was 
certified  to  contain  3*62  per  cent.  Pat  and  8. A3  per  cent.  Solids  other 
than  Pat. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  by  the  Kincardineshire  Authorities,  when 
accused  pled  "Not  Guilty,"  and  on  the  suggestion  of  his  Agent,  the  third 
part  of  the  sample  was  sent  to  the  Government  Chemist.  Undernoted  is  an 
excerpt  from  the  certificate  of  the  Government  Chemist. 

"I  have  caused  the  said  sample  to  be  analysed  and  declare  the  results 
of  the  analysis  to  be  as  follows :- 


Prom  a consideration  of  these  results  and  having  regard  to  the  'Sale 
of  Milk  Regulations,  1901',  I am  of  opinion  that  the  sample  in  question 
is  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  not  less  than  1.37  per  cent. 

The  deficiency  in  non-fatty  solids  raises  the  presumption  that  the 
sanple  contains  not  less  than  sixteen  per  cent,  of  added  water." 

When  the  case  was  called  for  proof,  accused  withdrew  his  plea  of  "Not 
Guilty,"  and  tendered  a plea  of  "Guilty."  A fine  of  £8  was  inposed,  and, 
in  addition,  the  Sheriff  ordered  accused  to  pay  the  cost  (£2:2/-)  of  the 
analysis  made  by  the  Government  Chemist. 

On  reporting  the  High  Court  decision  to  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  County  Councils  of  Aberdeen  and  Kincardine  be 
approached  with  a view  to  a temporary  arrangement  being  made  whereby 
Sampling  Officers  of  the  City  Public  Health  Department  would  be  authorised 
to  procure,  when  necessary,  within  these  Counties,  samples  of  milk  from 
consignments/ 
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consignments  produced  in  these  Counties,  and  which  were  in  course  of  "being 
transported  to  the  City.  Both  County  Authorities  made  the  suggested 
appointments. 

Prior  to  these  appointments  being  made,  an  informal  sample  procured  in 
Aberdeen  from  a consignment  of  23  gallons  was  certified  to  contain  2,80  per 
cent.  Pat  and  8.46  per  cent.  Solids  other  than  Pat.  On  communicating  this 
information  to  the  officials  of  Aberdeen  County,  an  "official"  sample  was 
procured  by  them,  and  certified  to  contain  3*20  per  cent,  Pat  and  8,08  per 
cent.  Solids  other  than  Pat. 

The  byre  was  visited  both  in  the  "morning"  and  "evening"  by  the  County 
Officials.  A mixed  sample  of  the  "morning"  milk  of  the  herd  was  certified 
to  contain  2.93  per  cent.  Pat  and  8.38  per  cent.  Solids  other  than  Pat; 
while  a mixed  sample  of  the  "evening"  milk  was  certified  to  contain  3«10 
per  cent.  Pat  and  8.57  per  cent.  Solids  other  than  Pat.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  "morning"  milk  was  found  to  be  under  the  standard  both  for 
Pat  and  Solids  other  than  Pat,  no  proceedings  were  instituted  by  the  County 
Authorities. 


Case  No.  7. 

On  23rd  April,  a sample  procured  from  a consignment  of  37  gallons  sweet 
milk  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  Aberdeen  & District  Milk  Marketing  Board, 
was  certified  to  contain  not  more  than  2.71  per  cent.  Pat  and  not  mere  than 
7.53  per  cent.  Solids  other  than  Pat.  The  byre  was  visited  on  the  evening 
of  the  same  day,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  following  day.  A mixed  sample  of 
the  "evening"  milk  of  all  the  cows  in  milk  (l6  out  of  17;  quantity  yielded 
about  13  gallons),  was  certified  to  contain  3.59  per  cent.  Pat  and  8., 83  per 
cent.  Other  Solids;  while  a mixed  sample  of  the  "morning"  milk  of  the  same 
cows  (quantity  about  1 5f  gallons),  was  certified  to  contain  2.81  per  cent, 
Pat  and  8.85  per  cent.  Other  Solids. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  circumstances  in  this  case  v/ere  similar 
to  those  in  Case  No.  6,  the  Procurator  Fiscal  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the 
case.  This  was  accordingly  done. 


Case  No.  8. 

On  4th  May,  a pint  of  bottled  milk  purchased  from  a producer*  s retail 
cart  was  certified  to  contain  2.69  per  cent.  Pat  and  8.62  per  cent.  Other 
Solids.  The  coirplained  of  milk  was  "morning"  milk, so  the  lyre  was  visited 
on  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  when  two  samples  were  procured.  A 
mixed  sample  of  the  milk  of  8 cows  (quantity  about  131?  gallons)  was  certified 
to  contain  2.89  per  cent.  Pat  and  8.67  per  cent.  Other  Solids.  This  was 
stated  to  be  the  quantity  from  which  the  conplained  of  sample  was  bottled. 

A mixed  sample  of  the  milk  of  all  the  cows  in  milk  (13  cows;  quantity  about 
23-5-  gallons;  was  certified  to  contain  3*08  per  cent.  Pat  and  8.79  per  cent. 
Other  Solids.  At  the  time  the  complained  of  sample  was  purchased,  the 
farmer  was  lying  seriously  ill,  and  was,  therefore,  unable  to  supervise  the 
milking  and  bottling.  This  contravention  was  also  discussed  by  the  Procurator 
Fiscal  and  myself,  when  it  was  decided  to  send  the  farmer  a letter  of  v/aming. 
This  was  accordingly  done. 


Despite  the  fact  that  we  have  frequently  found  that  the  mixed  milk  of 
a herd  may  fall  under  the  standard  prescribed  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations, 
it  is  interesting  to  observe  that  the  average  percentages  of  fat  and  other 
solids  in  all  the  official  samples  of  sweet  milk,  including  deficient  samples, 
taken  in  Aberdeen  since  1919#  arc  as  follows:- 


Year./ 
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Year.  No,  of  Samples.  Fat.  Other  Solids. 


1919, 

1920, 
1921 , 
1922, 

1923, 

1924, 

1925, 

1926, 

1927, 

1928, 

1929, 

1930, 

1931, 

1932, 

1933, 

1934, 

1935, 

1936, 

1937, 


262 

272 

429 

445 

462 

533 

524 

472 

437 

404 

357 

309 

323 

319 

313 

365 

351 

354 

341 


3.38 

3-48 

3.50 
3.53 
3.58 

3.55 
3.48 

3.51 

3.56 
3.55 
3.55 
3.61 

3.57 
3.63 

3.55 
3.53 
3-52 

3.56 
3.55 


8.95 

8.96 
8.89 

8.91 
8.88 
8.88 

8.92 

8.89 
8.88 
8.87 

8.90 
8.90 
8.87 
8.89 

8.87 
8.85 

8.88 
8.79 
8.81 


No  similar  information  is  available  for  the  earlier  years. 

In  calculating  these  averages,  no  account  was  taken  of  abnormal  samples. 
Accordingly,  the  undemoted  samples  were  omitted 


Informal  Samples  of  Sweet  Milk. 

The  total  number  of  "informal"  samples  procured  during  the  year, 
exclusive  of  the  12  samples  procured  at  byres,  was  224?  and,  of  these  24 
were  deficient.  Eight  of  the  deficient  sanples  were  taken  from  the 
consignments  from  one  farmer;  while  seven  were  from  consignments  from 
another  farmer.  These  consignments  were  found  from  time  to  time  to  be 
under  the  standard  for  Solids  other  than  Fat,  so  both  consignments  were 
kept  under  observation  for  a considerable  time. 


Supply  of  Milk  to  School  Children. 

Samples  were  taken  from  all  the  dairymen  supplying  milk  to  the  children 
in  the  various  Schools  in  the  City.  The  total  number  of  samples  was  41  • 

The  percentages  of  Fat  and  Solids  other  than  Fat  in  these  samples  - with  one 
exception  - ranged  from  3»30  to  4*45  - the  average  being  3*58;  and  8.62  to 
8.96  - the  average  being  8.79*  The  percentage  of  fat  and  solids  other  than 
fat  in  the  remaining  sample  was  2.70  and  8.62.  A letter  of  warning  was  sent 
to  the  dairyman  regarding  the  last  mentioned  sample.  From  inquiries  made, 
it  would  appear  as  if  the  quantity  of  milk  from  which  this  sample  had  been 
bottled  had  not  been  properly  mixed. 


Year.  Fat.  Other  Solids. 


1921,  17.24 

1921,  8,23 

1923,  8.59 

1924,  7.55 

1924,  7-00 

1924,  6.95 

1926,  6.75 

1927,  7.05 

1930,  6.31 

1931,  9.56 

1932,  7.91 

1933,  6.05 

1933,  8.30 


7.76 

8.69 

8.09 

8.51 

8.72 

8.50 

8.50 

8.50 

8.53 

8.54 
8. 61 
8.85 
8.50 


Skimmed/ 


Skimmed  Mi lk. 
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Thirty-one  "official"  samples  of  skimmed  milk  were  procured. 

Two  samples  were  certified  to  he  deficient. 

On  19th  October,  a sample  of  skimmed  milk  purchased  in  a retail  shop 
was  certified  to  contain  8.50  per  cent.  Solids  other  than  Fat  and  0.05  per 
cent.  Fat.  The  retailer  obtained  daily  supplies  of  skimmed  milk  from  two 
wholesale  dairymen.  Sanples  were  accordingly  procured  from  consignments 
from  each  of  the  wholesale  dairymen.  On  22nd  October,  a sample  from  a 
consignment  of  45  gallons  skimmed  milk  from  one  of  the  wholesale  dairymen 
was  certified  to  contain  8.54  per  cent.  Solids  other  than  Fat,  and  0.05 
per  cent.  Fat.  On  23rd  October,  a sample,  consisting  of 43  gallons  skimmed 
milk  was  taken  from  the  other  wholesale  dairyman.  This  sample  was  certified 
to  contain  9*06  per  cent.  Solids  other  than  Fat  and  0.05  per  cent.  Fat. 
Samples  were  taken  from  10  consignments  of  sweet  milk,  from  which  the 
conplained  of  sample  of  skimmed  milk  was  procured  by  the  wholesale  dairymen. 
All  these  sanples  were  certified  to  be  above  the  standard  for  Solids  other 
than  Fat. 

No  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  retailer,  but  proceedings 
were  instituted  against  the  wholesale  dairyman  who  supplied  the  deficient 
consignment.  He  pled  guilty,  and  was  fined  £1 . 

The  quantity  of  skimmed  milk  sold  in  the  City  is  considerably  less 
than  in  pre-war  years. 


No.  of 

No.  under 

Percentage 

Year. 

Samples. 

Standard. 

under  Standard. 

1914, 

7 

0 

0.0 

1915, 

25 

0 

0.0 

1916, 

58 

11 

19.0 

1917, 

50 

2 

4.0 

1918, 

18 

1 

5.  6 

1919, 

17 

2 

11.8 

1920, 

24 

1 

4.2 

1921, 

34 

0 

0.0 

1922, 

40 

0 

0.0 

1923, 

48 

0 

0.0 

1924, 

42 

0 

0.0 

1925, 

45 

0 

0.0 

1926, 

55 

0 

0.0 

1927, 

38 

2 

5.3 

1928, 

29 

0 

0.0 

1929, 

18 

0 

0.0 

1930, 

16 

0 

0.0 

1931, 

13 

0 

0.0 

1932, 

16 

0 

0.0 

1933, 

24 

1 

4.2 

1934, 

28 

1 

3.6 

1935, 

28 

0 

0.0 

1936, 

35 

1 

3.0 

1937, 

31 

2 

6.5 

Totals, 

739 

24 

3.2 

The  average  percentages  of  fat  and  other  solids  contained  in  the 
samples  of  skimmad  milk  procured  during  the  last  nineteen  years  were  as 
under : - 


Year./ 
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Year. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Pat. 

Other  Solids. 

1919, 

17 

1.71 

8.86 

1920, 

24 

1.17 

8.91 

1921, 

34 

1.39 

8.89 

1922, 

40 

1 .21 

8.87 

1923, 

bQ 

1.13 

8.92 

1924, 

42 

0.76 

9.21 

1925, 

45 

0.93 

9.19 

1926, 

55 

0.85 

9.20 

1927, 

:38 

O.89 

9.07 

1928, 

29 

0.73 

9.08 

1929, 

18 

0.  66 

9.13 

1930, 

16 

0.95 

9.19 

1931, 

13 

0.92 

9.03 

1932, 

16 

0.80 

9.11 

1933, 

24 

0.76 

9.01 

1934, 

28 

0.49 

8.96 

1935, 

28 

0.48 

9.10 

1936, 

35 

O.63 

9.00 

1937, 

31 

0.35 

8.99 

The  greater  part  of  the  skimmed  milk  sold  in  Aberdeen  is  "separated." 
The  proportion  of  "hand- skimmed"  milk  is  steadily  decreasing. 


Cre  am. 

Twenty-six  "official"  samples  were  procured,  13  of  these  being  of 
"ordinary"  cream,  and  13  of  "double"  cream. 

In  view  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee, 
viz.,  that  "ordinary"  cream  should  contain  10  per  cent,  butter  fat,  and 
"double"  cream  40  per  cent,  butter  fat,  the  undernoted  particulars  as  to 
prices  and  quality  are  of  interest. 

Undemoted  are  particulars  :- 
Ordinary  Cream. 


Other  Other 


No. 

Price . 

Pat. 

Solids. 

No. 

Price. 

Pat. 

Solids. 

6d. 

7° 

% 

7° 

% 

1 . 

21.36 

7.50 

8. 

8d. 

19.32 

7.12 

2. 

6d. 

23.44 

7.05 

9. 

8d. 

20.55 

6.86 

3. 

8d. 

24.40 

6.94 

10. 

8d. 

25.96 

6. 60 

4. 

8d. 

25.63 

7.02 

11. 

8d. 

24.84 

6.82 

5. 

6d. 

24.84 

6.61 

12. 

6d. 

14.14 

7.73 

6. 

6d. 

22.94 

7.03 

13. 

6d. 

10.37 

7.77 

7. 

l/- 

20.44 

7.23 

A half  pint  was  purchased  in  each  case. 

It  will  be  observed,  as  has  been  noted  in  previous  years,  that  even 
when  allowance  is  made  for  the  difference  in  the  price  charged,  there  were 
glaring  anomalies  in  the  percentages  of  fat  contained  in  the  various  samples. 
Thus,  in  the  six  samples  for  which  8d.  was  charged,  the  percentages  of  fat 
ranged  from  19*32  to  25. 96;  while  in  the  six  samples  which  cost  6d. , the 
percentages  ranged  from  10.37  to  24.84.  In  the  remaining  sample  which  cost 
l/-,  the  percentage  of  fat  was  20.44* 

One  "informal"  sample  was  analysed,  following  upon  a conplaint  regarding 
the  low  percentage  of  fat.  The  sample  contained  12.47  per  cent.  Pat.  A 
half  pint  sample,  subsequently  purchased  from  the  complained  of  seller,  and 
for/ 
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for  which  8d. 

was  paid,  was 

certified 

to  contain  25.63 

per  cent. 

Pat. 

Double 

Cream. 

Other 

Other 

No. 

Price 

. Pat. 

<SL 

7° 

Solids. 

p — 

/3 

No. 

Price. 

Pat. 

T 

Solids. 



7° 

1. 

1/- 

54*90 

4*32 

8. 

1/4 

58.18 

4.43 

2. 

V- 

50.51 

4.39 

9* 

1/4 

52*90 

4.75 

3* 

1/- 

52.00 

4*55 

10. 

1/4 

59.62 

3.70 

4* 

1/- 

6l  .40 

2.80 

11 . 

1/6 

58.00 

3.61 

5. 

1/6 

57*90 

4*90 

12. 

1/6 

57.40 

3.60 

6. 

7* 

1/4 

1/2 

59*05 

53*35 

4*45 

4*25 

13* 

1/4 

49.50 

5.00 

A half  pint  was  purchased  in  each  case. 

Here,  also  there  were  anomalies  in  the  percentages  of  fat  contained  in 
the  various  samples.  Thus,  in  the  three  samples  which  cost  l/6,  the 
percentages  of  fat  were,  respectively,  57*40,  57.90  and  58.00;  while  in  the 
five  samples  which  cost  l/4,  the  percentages  were,  respectively,  49*50, 
52.90,  58.18,  59*05  and  59*62.  One  sample  cost  l/2,  and  contained  53*35  per 
cent.  Pat;  while  in  the  remaining  four  samples,  which  each  cost  the 

percentages  of  fat  were,  respectively,  50.51 » 52.00,  54*90  and  61.40. 

None  cf  the  samples  of  cream  contained  any  preservative. 


Ice  Cream. 

Thirty  "official"  sarrples  were  analysed,  and  all  were  certified  genuine. 


Undemoted  are  particulars:- 


Weight  of 

Total 

No. 

Price. 

one -third  part 
of  Sample. 

Solids. 

.% 

Pat. 

Ash. 

Deposit. 

1 . 

6d. 

4§-  02s. 
6j  ozs. 

24.65 

1.70 

0.72 

2. 

6d. 

23.51 

1.29 

0.70 

"Pew  specks." 

3. 

6d. 

5 ozs. 

26.76 

0.71 

0,89 

- 

4* 

6d. 

5l’  ozs. 

24.58 

0.80 

O.65 

- 

5. 

6d. 

64  ozs. 
5g-  ozs. 

26.40 

3.00 

0.75 

- 

6. 

6d. 

21.  GO 

0.91 

O.63 

"Pew  specks. " 

7. 

6d. 

8 ozs. 

24.35 

1 .03 

0.60 

- 

8. 

6d. 

6 ozs. 

23.31 

3.86 

0.66 

- 

9. 

1/- 

3 ozs. 

27.86 

6.10 

O.67 

- 

10. 

1/6 

2v  ozs. 
2^r  ozs. 

40.50 

16.25 

0,58 

- 

11. 

1/- 

31.40 

8.75 

0.74 

- 

12. 

1/2 

4 ozs. 

29.71 

8.52 

0.82 

- 

13. 

6d. 

4 ozs. 

26.40 

3.22 

0.81 

- 

14. 

6d. 

5 ozs. 

30.07 

3.29 

0,67 

- 

15. 

6d. 

4 ozs. 

23.85 

2.85 

0.66 

- 

16. 

6d. 

7 ozs. 

30.40 

3.61 

0.72 

- 

17. 

6d. 

7?  ozs. 

24.70 

2.67 

0.62 

- 

18. 

6d. 

5 ozs. 

26.20 

3.27 

0.61 

- 

19. 

6d. 

8 ozs. 

26.03 

1.11 

0.76 

- 

20. 

6d. 

5§-  ozs. 

27.25 

0.75 

0.75 

- 

21. 

6d. 

4 ozs. 

36.70 

12.08 

0.86 

- 

22. 

6d. 

8 ozs. 

27.00 

1 .09 

0.74 

- 

23. 

6d. 

6 ozs. 

27.10 

0.71 

0.56 

- 

24. 

6d. 

6 ozs. 

24.36 

0.14 

0.64 

- 

25. 

6d. 

7 ozs. 

37.25 

4.24 

O.56 

- 

26. 

6d. 

Tg-  ozs. 
6-p  ozs. 
5g-  ozs. 

26.29 

2.32 

0.48 

- 

27. 

6d. 

28.34 

3.22 

0.58 

- 

28. 

6d. 

30.40 

2.66 

0.55 

- 

29. 

6d. 

7 ozs. 

24.22 

2.50 

0.49 

- 

30. 

6d. 

ozs  • 

24.90 

2.64 

0.48 

- 
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It  will  be  observed  that  6 of  the  samples  contained  less  than  1 per 
cent.  Fat  - the  percentages  ranging  from  0.1 4 to  0.91;  5 contained  more 
than  1 but  less  than  2 per  cent.  - the  percentages  ranging  from  1.03  to 
1.70  per  cent.;  6 contained  more  than  2 but  less  than  3 per  cent.  - the 
percentages  ranging  from  2.32  to  2.85  per  cent.,  while  13  contained  3 or 
more  than  3 per  cent.  - the  percentages  ranging  from  3.0  to  l6„25  per  cent. 

As  has  been  our  experience  in  previous  years,  there  are  several 
anomalies  regarding  the  quantity  supplied  and  the  price  charged.  Twenty-six 
of  the  samples  cost  6d.  Three  weighed  12  ozs.,  and  the  percentages  of  fat 
were,  respectively,  2.85,  3*22  and  12.08;  two  weighed  1 Trk  ozs.,  and  the 
percentages  of  fat  were,  respectively,  1.70  and  2.64;  three  weighed  15  ozs., 
and  the  percentages  of  fat  were,  respectively,  0.71,  3.27  and  3*29;  four 
weighed  16-g-  ozs.,  and  the  percentages  of  fat  were,  respectively,  0*75,  0.80, 
0.91  and  2.66;  three  weighed  18  ozs.,  and  the  percentages  of  fat  w ere, 
respectively,  0.14,  0.71  and  3*86;  three  weighed  19^  ozs.,  and  the  percentages 
of  fat  were,  respectively,  1.29,  3*00  and  3*22;  three  weighed  21  ozs.,  and 
the  percentages  of  fat  were,  respectively,  2.50,  3>6l  and  4*24;  two  weighed 
22-g-  ozs.,  and  the  percentages  of  fat  were,  respectively,  2.32  and  2.67; 
while  three  weighed  24  ozs.,  and  the  percentages  of  fat  were,  respectively, 
1.03,  1.09  and  1.11.  Two  samples  cost  1 /-.  One  Weighed  Tg-  ozs.,  and  the 
percentage  of  fat  was  8.75;  while  the  other  weighed  9 ozs.,  and  the 
percentage  of  fat  was  6.10.  One  sanple,  costing  l/2  and  weighing  12  ozs., 
contained  8.52  per  cent.  Fat;  while  one,  costing  l/6  and  weighing  7~k  ozs., 
contained  16.25  per  cent.  Fat. 

Two  of  the  samples  were  certified  to  contain  "a  few  specks.”  The 
manufacturers  were  communicated  with. 

Butter. 

Twenty-four  "informal”  sairples  were  analysed.  None  of  the  sanple s 
contained  foreign  fat  or  preservative.  The  percentages  of  moisture  ranged 
from  1 3.1  2 to  15*99. 

Margarine. 

Twenty-four  "informal"  sanples  were  procured,  and  all  were  certified 
genuine.  The  percentages  of  moisture  ranged  from  12.60  to  15*80. 

None  of  the  samples  contained  preservative. 

In  one  case  it  was  found  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  as  regards 
labelling,  etc.,  was  not  being  strictly  corrplicd  with,  and  a letter  of 
warning,  with  an  excerpt  from  the  Act  giving  full  particulars  as  regards 
these  requirements,  was  sent  to  the  offender. 

Mince. 

One  hundred  and  seventy- two  "informal”  sanples  were  analysed,  and  of 
these  7 were  found  to  contravene  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives  &c.  in  Food)  Regulations.  The  only  preservative  permissible 
in  mince  is  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  proportion  of  450  parts  per  million,  and 
the  preservative  can  only  be  used  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  August 
and  September.  The  quantities  of  sulphur  dioxide  ranged  from  74  parts  to 
1,075  parts  per  million. 

In  the  previous  year,  the  number  of  corresponding  samples  purchased 
was  190,  and  of  these  9 were  found  to  contravene  the  requirements.  In 
1935,  the  corresponding  figures  were  1 78  and  8. 

Nine  official  samples  were  subsequently  purchased  from  the  sellers  of 
the  adulterated  "informal"  samples,  but  only  four  of  these  were  found  to 
contain  preservative.  The  quantities  were,  respectively,  63,  212,  230  and 
280/ 


280  parts  per  million  sulphur  dioxide.  Convictions  were  obtained  in  each 
case,  the  penalties  ranging  from  20/-  to  30/-. 

The  offences  all  occurred  during  the  months  in  which  no  preservative 
can  be  used. 

Sausages. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-five  "informal"  samples  of  beef,  and  18  of  pork 
sausages  were  analysed.  Pour  of  the  samples  of  beef  sausages  were  certified 
to  contain,  respectively,  510,  555  > 646  and  715  parts  per  million  sulphur 
dioxide.  The  permissible  maximum  is  450  parts.  None  of  the  pork  sausages 
were  found  to  contain  an  excess  of  preservative. 

Eleven  official  sanples  - 9 of  beef  and  2 of  pork  - were  analysed. 

One  sample  of  beef  sausages  was  certified  to  contain  733  parts  per  million 
sulphur  dioxide;  while  one  sample  of  pork  sausages  contained  707  parts  per 
million  sulphur  dioxide.  A fine  of  15/-  was  imposed  in  each  case. 

Rabbit. 

A complaint  was  received  regarding  a butcher  using  preservative  in 
rabbits.  An  "official"  sample  subsequently  purchased  was  certified  to 
contain  no  preservative. 

Tinned  Fruit. 

Forty-one  "informal"  samples  were  analysed.  Three  of  these  samples 
were  certified  to  contain  no  tin,  while  the  percentage  in  the  remaining 
38  samples  ranged  from  0.1  to  1 .0  grains  per  lb. 

Tinned  Sardines. 

Thirty-four  "informal"  samples  were  analysed.  Two  samples  were  certified 
to  contain  no  lead,  while  the  quantities  in  the  remaining  32  samples  ranged 
from  3 to  11  parts  per  million. 

Tinned  Fish  (other  than  Sardines) . 

Twenty- two  "unofficial"  samples  - 10  of  salmon,  1 of  lobster,  10  of 
herring  and  1 of  cod  roe  - were  analysed.  All  were  certified  to  contain 
tin  - the  percentages  ranging  from  0.1  to  0.4  grains  per  lb. 

Tinned  Meat. 

Eight  "informal"  samples  were  analysed.  All  contained  tin,  the 
quantities  ranging  from  0.1  to  0.25  grains  per  lb. 

Tinned  Peas. 

Thirty-five  "unofficial”  samples  were  analysed.  All  were  certified  to 
contain  no  copper. 

Tinned  Tomatoe s. 


Eighteen  "unofficial"  samples  were  analysed  and  certified  genuine.  All 
the  samples  contained  tin,  the  quantities  ranging  from  0.3  to  1.1  grains  per 
lb. 


Barley. 

Six  "informal"  samples  were  analysed.  All  were  certified  genuine. 
Cinnamon. 

Fourteen  "unofficial"  samples  were  analysed  and  all  certified  genuine. 
Dried/ 
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Dried  Fruit. 

Sixteen  "informal"  samples  were  analysed.  Five  of  these  were  certified 
to  contain  no  preservative,  being  2 samples  of  prunes,  one  of  figs,  one  of 
currants  and  one  of  lemon  peel. 


Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  samples  which  contained 
pre  servat ive : - 


Name  of  Article, 


Nature  and  Amount  of  Preservative. 


Fruit  Salad, 


538  parts  Sulphur  Dioxide  per  million. 


Do.  ...  ... 

461 

Do. 

Do . ...  ... 

256 

Do. 

Do.  ...  ... 

385 

Do. 

Do . ...  ... 

627 

Do. 

Dried  Apples,  ... 

230 

Do. 

Pears,  

44B 

Do. 

Do.  ...  ... 

1 ,024 

Do, 

Raisins,  ...  ... 

282 

Do. 

Apricots,  , . ... 

500 

Do. 

Do.  . . ... 

1 ,652 

Do, 

The  maximum  quantity  of  sulphur  dioxide  permitted  in  raisins  is  730 
parts  per  million;  and  in  apples,  pears  and  apricots,  2,000  parts  per 
million;  in  candied  peel,  100  parts  per  million;  in  prunes,  350  parts  per 
million;  in  figs,  350  parts  per  million;  and  in  currants,  350  parts  per 

million. 

Fruit  Wines. 

Fifteen  "informal"  samples  were  analysed  and  certified  genuine. 

Five  of  the  samples  contained  sulphur  dioxide,  the  percentages  ranging 
from  74  to  234  parts  per  million.  The  remaining  ten  samples  contained 
benzoic  acid,  the  percentages  ranging  from  342  to  570  parts  per  million. 

Jaffa  Juce. 

Following  upon  information  received  from  a colleague  in  the  South,  I 
had  two  "informal"  samples  analysed,  Undernoted  are  part iculars 

S.0.2  per  million.  Benzoic  Acid. 

341  parts.  Nil. 

317  parts.  Nil. 

The  permissible  preservatives  in  fruit  wines  are  sulphur  dioxide,  not 
exceeding  350  parts  per  million;  or  benzoic  acid,  not  exceeding  600  parts 
per  million. 

Essence  of  Lemon. 

One  "unofficial"  sample  - the  purchaser  of  which  complained  of  the 
"strong  smell"  - was  analysed.  The  Analyst  certified  that  the  sample  was 
genuine  and  that  there  was  nothing  to  account  for  the  complaint  made. 

Spirits. 

Twenty- two  "informal"  samples  - 7 of  whisky,  9 of  rum,  3 of  brandy, 
and  3 of  gin  - were  analysed,  and  certified  genuine.  The  strength  ranged 
from  27.37  to  37.90  degrees  under  proof. 

An  "official"  sample  subsequently  purchased  from  the  seller  of  the 
sample  of  Rum  which  was  37-90  degrees  under  proof,  was  certified  to  be 
35.0  degrees  under  proof. 

Cyder/ 
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Cyder. 

Seventeen  "informal"  samples  were  analysed,  and  all  were  certified  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives  &c.  in 
Pood)  Regulations.  All  the  samples  contained  sulphur  dioxide,  the 
quantities  ranging  from  98  to  179  parts  per  million.  The  maximum 
permissible  quantity  is  200  parts  per  million. 

Drugs. 

Twenty-four  "informal"  samples,  viz.,  2 Bicarbonate  of  Potash;  2 Blue 
Pills,  2 Camphorated  Oil;  2 Cream  of  Tartar;  2 Single  Seidlitz  Powders; 

2 Double  Seidlitz  Powders;  2 Glycerine;  2 Cod  Liver  Oil;  2 Boracic  Ointment; 
2 Zinc  Ointment;  2 Rochelle  Salts;  and  2 Gregory's  Powder;  were  analysed 
and  all  certified  genuine. 


ARTIFICIAL  CREAM  ACT,  1929. 

So  far  as  is  known  no  artificial  cream  lias  been  manufactured  or  sold 
in  the  City  since  the  Act  came  into  operation. 

THE  MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926  AND 

ORDERS  MADE  THEREUNDER, 


AND 

THE  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE  (GRADING  & MARKING)  ACT.  1928. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  the  above  Acts,  and  Orders  made  thereunder,  was  2,494*  Of  these  444 
were  made  to  shops  where  eggs  were  sold;  387  to  shops  where  apples  were 
sold;  366  to  shops  where  oat  products  were  sold;  349  to  shops  where  currants, 
raisins  and  sultanas  were  sold;  21 8 to  shops  where  honey  was  sold,  1 60  to 
shops  where  tomatoes  were  sold,  419  to  shops  where  butter  was  sold,  and 
151  to  shops  where  bacon  and  ham  were  sold. 

The  total  number  cf  inspections  made  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  the  labelling  of  imported  meat  was  779*  In  only  16  shops  was 
imported  meat  being  sold. 

Letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  four  butchers  for  failing  to  label 
imported  meat.  In  addition  a letter  was  sent  to  all  butchers  in  the  City 
informing  them  that  complaints  had  been  received  to  the  effect  that  some 
butchers,  although  not  e imposing  imported  meat  for  sale,  were  storing  such 
meat  on  their  premises,  and  were  supplying  customers  without  indicating 
on  an  invoice  or  delivery  note  the  origin  of  the  meat.  Butchers  were 
informed  that  these  complaints  had  been  considered  by  the  Procurator  Fiscal 
and  myself,  and  that  we  were  both  of  opinion  that  the  indication  of  origin 
must  be  clearly  and  conspicuously  stated  on  an  invoice  or  delivery  note 
attached  to  or  accompanying  the  meat. 

It  was  found  that,  generally  speaking,  the  Acts  and  Orders  were  being 
complied  with  - failure  to  have  any  of  the  required  articles  labelled  at 
the  time  of  visit  being,  as  a rule,  due  to  the  shopkeeper  having  failed  to 
replace  the  Notices  after  caressing  the  windows.  In  1 9 cases  letters  of 
warning  were  sent. 

Premises  at  the  Cold  Store  in  Green,  have  been  duly  registered  for 
the  cold  storage  of  eggs. 


R4G/ 
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RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928. 

Nine  "official"  samples  were  procured  under  the  above  Acts,  and  duly 
analysed.  Five  of  the  samples  were  procured  from  upholsterers,  and  four 
from  bedding  manufacturers. 


Undernoted  are  part iculars: - 


No.  of  Chlorine  (of  Chlorides) 

Sample.  per  100,000  parts  of  Flock. 


No.  of  Chlorine  (of  Chlorides) 

Sample.  per  100,000  parts  of  Flock. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

If. 

5. 


15 

6 

6 

6 

5 


6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 


5 

5 

60.2 

8 


The  standard  is  30  parts  Chlorine  (of  Chlorides)  per  100,000  parts 
of  flock. 


Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  seller  of  the  sample  which 
contained  60.2  parts  Chlorine.  He  pled  guilty  and  was  admonished  and 

dismissed. 


PHARMACY  & POISONS  ACT,  1935. 

Eighty-eight  applications  were  received  for  renewal  of  licences; 
while  13  new  licences  were  granted. 

All  registered  premises  were  visited  in  order  to  see  that  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  were  being  corrplied  with. 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

A request  was  received  from  the  consignees  to  take  a sample  from  a 
consignment  of  9 tons,  3 cwts.  of  Lime. 

Undernoted  are  particulars 


Description  of 

Analysis  as  Guaranteed. 

i 

Analysis  as  Found.! 

Sample. 

1 

Calcium  Oxide-. 

1 

Calc  ium  Oxide . ] 

Lime. 

95  per  cent. 

t 

73*3  per  cent.  ' 

The  sample  was  21.7  per  cent,  deficient  in  Calcium  Oxide,  and  the 
deficiency  was  in  excess  of  the  prescribed  "limits  of  variation."  The 
Agricultural  Analyst  atated  that  the  deficiency  was  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  purchaser. 


Twenty-seven  "official"  samples  - 12  of  fertilisers  and  1 5 of 
feeding  stuffs  - Avere  analysed. 

Undernoted  are  particulars:- 


A./ 
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A.  FERTILISERS. 


ANALYSIS  AS  GUARANTEED. 

ANALYSIS 

. AS  FOUND. 

Description  of 
Sample. 

jSakifcQ-e 
Nitm-jPiosph- 
gen. | ate. 

InsdLuble 
1 Phosph- 
ate. 

Potash. 

Nitro- 

gen. 

Soluble 
Pho  sph- 
ate. 

Insoluble 

Phosph- 

ate. 

Potash. 

d 

d 

d 

d 

< 

dn 

d 

d 

P 
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When  allowance  is  made  for  the  "limits  of  variation"  provided  by  the 
Act,  it  was  found  that  eleven  of  the  fertiliser  samples  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Regulations. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  remaining  sample. 

Turnip  Manure. 

The  Agricultural  Analyst  certified  that  the  sample  was  O.64  per  cent, 
deficient  in  Nitrogen,  and  contained  1.38  per  cent,  excess  of  phosphoric 
acid.  The  differences  were  in  excess  of  the  prescribed  "limits  of  variation," 
and  the  deficiency  of  nitrogen  was  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser. 

The  facts  were  reported  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland, 
who  agreed  that  the  sample  was  deficient  in  nitrogen,  and  at  the  same  time 
contained  an  excess  of  phosphoric  acid.  The  Department  also  pointed  out 
that,  v/hereas  Section  1 of  the  Act  requires  that  the  statutory  statement 
supplied  in  respect  of  a compound  manure  shall  show  the  amounts  of  nitrogen, 
potash,  soluble  phosphoric  acid,  and  insoluble  phosphoric  acid,  respectively, 
the  statement  supplied  showed  the  amount  of  nitrogen,  potash,  and  total 
phosphoric  acid  only. 

A letter  of  warning  was  sent  to  the  manuf acturer. 

B.  FEEDING  STUFFS. 
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Feeding  Stuffs  (Contd. ) 
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When  allowance  is  made  for  the  "limits  of  variation"  provided  b y the 
Act,  it  was  found  that  all  the  samples  of  Feeding  Stuffs  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Regulations* 


SHOPS  ACTS . 

Administration . 


One  assistant  is  wholly  employed  in  seeing  that  the  requirements  of  the 
above-mentioned  Acts  are  complied  with.  When  necessary,  the  services  of 
other  members  of  the  staff  are  utilised. 

As  regards  contraventions  for  failure  to  exhibit  Forms  and  Notices,  it 
is  the  practice  to  send  letters  of  warning  in  every  case.  As  regards 
contraventions  in  connection  with  the  conditions  of  employment  of  shop 
assistants  and  young  persons,  every  contravention  is  considered  by  the 
Procurator  Fiscal  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  thereafter  it  is  determined 
whether  prosecutions  should  be  instituted  against  offenders  or  letters  of 
warning  sent.  The  number  of  prosecutions  was  9*  Information  regarding 
all  prosecutions  is  contained  in  Appendix  V. 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  regarding 
alleged  contraventions  of  any  of  the  Acts  was  44>  as  conparcd  with  15  in 
the  previous  year,  31  in  1935;  31  in  1934;  43  in  1933  and  46  in  1932.  All 
these  complaints  received  immediate  attention. 

Shops  Act,  1912. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  the  Half -Holiday  Orders  and  Closing 
Orders  made  thereunder,  have  been  regularly  enforced.  In  all  4,932 
inspections  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Staff  during  the  year. 

Of  these  inspections,  1 ,893  were  made  to  shops  where  full  inquiry  was 
made  as  to  whether  the  various  roquirerrGnts  of  the  Act  were  being  conplied 
with.  In  1,762  or  93- 1 per  cent,  of  the  shops  visited,  no  contravention 
was  discovered.  In  the  previous  year  similar  inquiries  were  made  in  3>035 
shops,  and  in  2,735  or  90  per  cent,  no  contravention  was  discovered.  In 
1935?  2,078  shops  were  visited,  and  in  2,027  or  98  per  cent,  no  contravention 
was  discovered.  The  contraventions  consisted  mainly  of  failure  to  exhibit 
the  statutory  notices. 

Half -Holiday  Orders. 

There  arc  sixteen  Half -Holiday  Orders  in  force  in  the  Oily,  No 
additional  Order  was  made  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

The/ 
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The  Aberdeen  Shops  (Weekly  Half -Holiday)  Amendment  Order,  1 91  4, 
provides  that,  during  the  weeks  in  which  Christmas  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day 
occur,  the  half -holiday  for  the  shops  affected  shall  he  such  day  as  the 
occupier  may  specify  in  a notice  affixed  in  his  shop,  as  provided  by 
Section  4 (3)  of  the  Shops  Act,  1912. 

No  contravention  of  any  of  the  Half-Holiday  Orders  was  discovered. 

Closing  Order  under  Section  5 (for  Fixing  the  Closing  Hour  for  the  Several 
Days  of  the  Week) . 

There  are  seven  Closing  Orders  in  force,  viz.,  for  chemists,  boot 
and  shoe  dealers,  hairdressers,  drapers,  ironmongers,  butchers,  and 
watchmakers  and  jewellers.  In  December  last,  the  Hairdressers'  Closing 
Order  was  amended  so  as  to  provide  for  the  closing  of  their  shops  on 
Mondays  and  Tuesdays  at  7 p.m,  in  place  of  8 p.m. 

Five  complaints  were  received  regarding  alleged  contraventions.  The 
complaints  were  sent  to  the  Chief  Constable. 

Section  1 (l)  & (2)  - Shop  Assistants’  Half -Holiday. 

In  only  2 of  the  1 ,893  shops  visited,  was  it  found  that  the  requirements 
of  the  Section  were  not  being  strictly  complied  with.  In  both  cases  the 
contravention  was  with  regard  to  the  shop  assistant  being  employed  for  a 
short  time  after  1.30  p.m.  Letters  of  warning  were  sent  in  each  case. 

In  92  shops  it  was  found  that  the  assistants'  weekly  half -holiday 
notice  was  not  being  exhibited  or  was  not  properly  filled  up.  Letters 
of  warning  were  sent  in  every  case. 

Section  1 ( 3)  - Intervals  for  Meals. 

In  the  course  cf  making  the  routine  inspections  referred  to,  five 
irregularities  were  discovered  in  respect  of  the  dinner  interval,  and  in 
four  cases  it  was  found  that  the  requirements  as  regards  the  tea  interval 
were  not  being  strictly  complied  with. 

Two  contraventions  were  discovered  in  connection  with  the  requirement 
that  an  assistant  must  not  be  employed  for  more  than  six  hours  without  the 
prescribed  interval. 

Letters  of  warning  were  sent  in  every  case. 

Section  3.  - Seats  for  Female  Shop  Assistants. 

This  Section  requires  that  in  all  rooms  of  a shop  where  female 
assistants  are  employed  in  the  serving  of  customers,  the  occupier  of  the 
shop  shall  provide  seats  behind  the  counter  or  in  such  other  positions  as 
may  be  suitable  for  the  purpose,  the  seats  to  be  in  the  proportion  of  not 
less  than  one  seat  to  every  three  assistants. 

Thirteen  contraventions  were  discoverv  1,  and  letters  of  warning  sent. 
Seats  were  duly  provided. 

Section  4 (l)  & (3)  - Half-Holiday  Closing  of  Shops. 

In  one  shop  it  was  discovered  that  non  exempted  articles  were  being 
sold  on  the  afternoon  of  the  weekly  half-holiday,  and  a letter  of  warning 
was  sent. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  Department  to  issue  warning  circulars  to  all 
new  occupiers  of  "mixed"  shops,  and,  during  the  year  1 49  such  circulars 
were  issued. 


Section/ 
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Section  9 ~ Proceedings  as  to  Trading  elsewhere  than  in  Shops. 

A conplaint  was  received  regarding  a fish  merchant  hawking  fish  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  weekly  half-holiday.  The  complaint  was  sent  to  the 
Chief  Constable. 

Section  10  (l)  - Conditions  for  Mixed  Shops  remaining  open  on  Weekly 
Half-Holiday. 

The  attention  of  26  shopkeepers  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the 
notices  required  under  this  Section  were  not  being  exhibited.  The  Act 
requires  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  weekly  half -holiday  these  notices 
must  be  exhibited  both  on  the  interior  and  on  the  exterior  of  the  shop. 

In  the  majority  of  the  cases  referred  to,  only  one  notice  was  being 
exhibited.  After  warning,  the  notices  required  were  in  each  case  exhibited. 

Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  1928. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports,  the  inspection  of  shops  which  remain 
open  for  the  sale  of  certain  commodities  after  the  closing  hours  prescribed 
in  the  various  Half -Holiday  and  Closing  Orders,  and  in  the  Shops  (Hours  of 
Closing)  Act,  1928,  is  now  undertaken  by  the  Chief  Constable.  During  the 
year,  18  prosecutions  were  instituted  by  the  Police  and  convictions  were 
obtained  in  every  case.  Penalties  ranging  from  10/-  to  80/-  were  imposed. 

Hairdressers*  and  Barbers'  Shops  (Sunday  Closing)  Act,  1950. 

Three  complaints  were  received  regarding  alleged  contraventions  of  the 
above  Act,  but  the  conplaint s could  not  be  substantiated.  Letters  of 
warning  were,  however,  sent  to  the  shopkeepers. 

At  the  same  time  a letter  was  sent  to  all  hairdressers  in  the  City 
impressing  upon  them  the  necessity  of  seeing  that  the  requirements  of  the 
above-mentioned  Act,  as  also  the  requirements  of  the  Hairdressers*  Weekly 
Half -Holiday  Order  and  Closing  Order  were  at  all  times  strictly  complied 
with. 

Shops  Act,  193/. 

This  Act  regulates  the  hours  of  employment  of  persons  under  the  age 
of  18  years,  who  are  employed  about  the  business  of  wholesale  cr  retail 
shops,  or  enployed  elsewhere  in  connection  with  wholesale  trade  or  business; 
and  makes  provision  as  to  the  arrangements  in  shops  and  warehouses  for  the 
health  and  comfort  of  workers. 

Section  1 - Employment  of  persons  under  the  age  of  Eighteen  Years. 

The  maximum  number  of  working  hours  during  which  a "young  person"  can 
be  employed  about  the  business  of  a shop  is  now  2/3  hours  per  week. 

Prosecutions  were  instituted  in  / cases;  and  letters  of  warning  were 
sent  in  2/i  cases.  In  each  case  where  a letter  of  warning  was  sent,  the 
shopkeeper  was  informed  that  in  the  event  of  any  recurrence  of  the 
contravention,  proceedings  would  be  instituted. 

Section  3 - Restrictions  on  night  employment. 

This  Section  provides  that  no  "young  person"  can  be  enployed  between 
10  p.m.  and  6 a.m. , except  that  in  the  case  of  male  persons  between  the 
ages  of  sixteen  and  eighteen  years  who  are  employed  in  connection  with  the 
collection  or  delivery  of  milk  or  bread  or  newspapers,  employment  can 
commence  at  5 a.m. 

Three  prosecutions  were  instituted  for  contraventions  of  this  Section; 
and  7 letters  of  warning  sent. 


Section/ 
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Section  7 - Records. 
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The  occupier  of  any  shop  about  the  business  of  which  "young  persons" 
are  errployed  shall  in  the  prescribed  form  and  in  the  prescribed  manner, 
keep  a record  of  the  hours  worked  by,  and  of  the  intervals  allowed  for 
rest  and  meals  to  every  young  person  employed  about  the  business  of  the 
shop  and  particulars  of  all  employment  overtime  shall  be  entered  in  the 
records. 


Undemoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  number  of  warnings  given 
re  failure  to  keep  the  prescribed  Forms 


Form  F. 

Form  G. 
Form  H. 
Form  J. 

Form  K. 


(Record  of  Daily  hours  to  be  worked  by  young 

persons)  ...  1 1 6 

(Record  of  overtime) 0 

(Abstract  of  Provisions  of  Act  for  retail  shops) 92 
(Abstract  of  Provisions  cf  Act  for  wholesale 

shops  and  warehouses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(Seats  for  Female  Shop  Assistants)  91 


On  the  shops  being  re-visited,  it  was  found  that  the  necessary  Forms 
had  been  provided. 


Section  9 - Weekly  Half -Holidays  and  intervals  for  meals  for  young  persons. 

Sub-Section  (l).  Any  young  person  employed  as  a shop  assistant  for 
more  than  twenty-five  hours  in  a week  must  not,  on  at  least  one  week  lay 
in  each  week  be  employed  about  the  business  of  a shop  after  half -past 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 


A letter  of  warning  was  sent  to  a shopkeeper  regarding  a contravention 
of  this  sub-section. 


Sub-Section  5«  Intervals  for  meals  shall  be  so  arranged  as  to  secure 
that  no  young  person  shall  be  employed  for  more  than  five  hours  without  an 
interval  of  at  least  twenty  minutes  being  allowed  during  the  course  thereof. 
On  the  day  of  the  weekly  half -holiday,  five  and  a half  hours  is  substituted 
for  five  hours. 

Letters  of  warning  were  also  sent  to  two  shopkeepers  regarding 
contraventions  of  this  sub-section. 

As  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  a number  of  van  boys  in  the 
employment  of  a Bakery  Conpany  were  not,  despite  the  instructions  given  by 
their  employers,  receiving  the  prescribed  dinner  interval,  a letter  of 
warning  was  sent  to  the  Company,  impressing  upon  them  the  necessity  of 
seeing  that  their  instructions  were  complied  with. 

Section  10  - Provision  as  to  sanitary  and  other  arrangements  in  shops. 

(a)  Light  and  ventilation. 

In  a previous  report  I gave  particulars  regarding  the  number  of  shops 
in  which  the  lighting  and  ventilation  might  be  regarded  as  not  being 
"suitable  and  sufficient,"  In  view  of  the  fact  that  in  the  majority  of 
these  shops  no  assistants  are  employed,  and  as  in  practically  all  cases  the 
shcps  are  small,  with  the  result  that  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  provide  more  adequate  light  and  ventilation,  no  action  has 
been  taken. 

(b)  Temperature. 


During  the  year,  letters  were  sent  to  the  occupiers  of  62  shops 
pointing  out  that  it  was  necessary  in  every  part  of  a shop  in  which  persons 
are  employed  about  the  business  of  the  shop,  that  suitable  and  sufficient 
means/ 
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means  shall  he  provided  to  maintain  a reasonable  te riper ature c 

The  visitation  of  all  shops  in  the  City,  as  regards  the  necessity  of 
providing  means  of  heating  in  every  part  of  the  shop  in  which  persons  are 
employed  has  now  been  completed.  In  practically  all  shops  in  which 
assistants  are  employed,  means  of  heating,  which  can  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory,  have  either  been  provided  or  arranged  for. 

With  reference  to  the  representation,  made  in  1936  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Scotland  by  the  Scottish  Federation  of  Meat  Traders' 

Association  regarding  the  installation  of  heating  apparatus  in  butchers' 
shops  in  Aberdeen,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  getting  butchers  to  provide  the  necessary  heating 
apparatus. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

The  Department  have  now  obtained  information  regarding  the  W.C. 
accommodation  available  for  the  errployees  in  all  shops  in  the  City.  The 
Public  Health  Committee  decided  to  defer  consideration  of  this  matter 
meantime.  As  stated  in  the  Report  for  1936,  it  would,  in  order  to  secure 
uniformity  in  the  administration  of  Section  10,  be  helpful  if  a Government 
Department  were,  in  supplement  to  the  definition  of  "suitable  and  sufficient" 
as  defined  in  the  Act,  to  suggest  standard  requirements. 

In  existing  W.Cs. , 67  defects  were  discovered  and  dealt  with. 

Washing  Facilities  and  Facilities  for  taking  meals. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  regarding  the  above. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  in  connection  with  the  1934  Ait 
was  2,340. 

Shops  Act,  1936. 

This  Act  which  came  into  operation  on  1 st  January  1937?  provides  far 
the  application  of  the  Shops  Acts  1912  to  1934?  to  premises  and  places 
where  the  business  of  lending  books  or  periodicals  is  carried  on  for 
purposes  of  gain.  Two  contraventions  were  discovered  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  and  letters  of  warning  sent. 


EXTFRMIHA T I ON  OF  RATS. 

The  agreement  entered  into  in  1917  between  a number  of  citizens  - 
mainly  the  proprietors  of  food  warehouses  and  similar  premises  - under 
which  the  services  of  the  two  Corporation  ratcatchers  were  made  available 
to  the  contributors  to  the  Scheme,  has,  since  August  1931?  been  carried 
on  direct  by  the  Town  Council,  The  number  of  contributors  at  the  end  of 
1937  was  43?  being  2 more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of 
visits  paid  to  their  premises  during  the  year  was  1,767?  as  corrpared  with 
1,933  in  the  previous  year. 

The  services  of  the  ratcatchers  were  also  made  available,  on  request, 
for  139  citizens’  premises  which  were  found  to  be  infested  with  rats,  on 
payment  of  the  charges  fixed  by  the  Committee  in  charge  of  the  Scheme. 

The  number  of  similar  premises  dealt  with  in  the  previous  year  was  160. 

The  ratcatchers  periodically  visit  all  open  places,  such  as  rubbish 
tips,  railway  embankments,  burns,  etc.,  and  also  all  premises  belonging 
to  the  Town  Council  which  are  known  to  be  infested  with  rats? 

Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  number  of  poisoned  baits 
laid  during  the  year. 
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Contributors’ 

N on- C on  t r ibut  or  s ’ 

Town  Council 

Premises. 

Premises. 

Premises. 

Total. 

Number  of  pieces  of  Poison 

Feed  laid,  

Number  of  pieces  of  Poison 

53,553 

42,510 

16,380 

112,443 

Feed  eaten,  

9,786 

9,925 

1,926 

21,637 

Liquid  Poison  Laid,  . . . 

5u  pints. 
2 pint. 

- 

- 

5f  pts, 

2 

Liquid  Poison  Consumed, 
Number  of  pieces  of  Dry 

Poison  Feed  (mice)  laid, 
Number  of  pieces  cf  Dry 

278 

68 

52 

398 

Poison  Feed  (Mice)  eaten. 

12 

CM 

CM 

Following  upon  a suggestion  made  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
Scotland,  a "Rat  Week"  was,  as  in  previous  years,  held  during  the  week 
commencing  29th  March.  The  only  poison  sold  was  red  squill,  which  is 
non- injurious  to  human  beings  and  domestic  animals.  Each  purchaser  was 
supplied  with  a set  of  instructions  giving  full  information  as  to  how 
the  poison  was  to  be  used,  and  was  also  supplied  with  a staged  postcard, 
on  which  he  was  asked  to  give  particulars  as  to  the  results  obtained.  It 
was  recommended  that  baits  should  be  laid  at  least  three  times.  Between 
3,000  and  4,000  leaflets,  inviting  the  occupiers  of  all  rat-infested 
premises  to  take  part  in  the  campaign,  were  distributed.  Advertisements 
were  also  inserted  in  the  local  Press.  During  "Rat  Week"  the  Department's 
ratcatchers  were  solely  employed  in  laying  poisoned  baits  in  rubbish  tips, 
burns,  sewers,  and  other  public  places.  Mice  poison,  in  the  form  of  red 
squill  "safe"  biscuits,  was  sold.  These  biscuits,  like  red  squill,  are 
harmless  to  human  beings  and  domestic  animals.  Eleven  sales  were  made  - 
all  to  City  purchasers.  The  biscuits  were  made  up  in  packets  of  20  and 
40,  the  sales  being  8 and  3 respectively.  Unfortunately,  none  of  the 
purchasers  returned  the  postcards. 

As  a supplement  to  the  work  done  by  the  Department  in  connection  with 
the  extermination  of  rats,  red  squill  is  continuously  on  sale  in  the  Public 
Health  Office. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  quantities  of  poison  sold  during 
"Rat  Week"  and  also  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 


RAT  WEEK. 

DURING  REMAINDER  OF  TEAR. 

City 

Purchasers. 

Country 

Purchasers. 

Total, 

City 

Purchasers. 

Country  1 
Purchasers.! 

Total. 

5 

oz.  bottles 

80 

18 

98 

186 

— 71 

228 

10 

oz.  bottles 

32 

16 

48 

70 

50 

120 

25 

oz . bottle  s 

9 

6 

15 

50 

16  | 

46 

Totals, 

121 

: 

40 

161 

286 

' ' f 

108 

i 

394 

The  quantity  of  poison  soldto  City  purchasers  during  "Rat  Week"  showed 
a considerable  increase  over  the  corresponding  week  of  the  previous  year, 
although  the  sales  to  country  purchasers  were  slightly  reduced.  The  number 
of  City  purchasers  was  121,  and  of  country  purchasers  40,  as  conpared  with 
77  and  46  respectively.  The  quantity  sold  in  the  Public  Health  Office  during 
the  remainder  of  tire  year  was  slightly  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  the 
number  of  individual  purchasers  being  394  as  compared  with  408  in  the  previous 
year  and  398  in  1935- 

The  number  of  packets  of  red  squill  "safe"  biscuits  sold  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year  to  City  purchasers  was  25  packets  of  20  biscuits  and 
4 packets  of  40  biscuits.  No  sales  were  made  to  country  purchasers. 

Undernoted/ 
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Undernoted  is  a summary  of  the  information  contained  in  the  postcards 
RAT  WEEK  - 29th  March  to  3rd  April. 


CITY  PURCHASERS . 

Number  of  Postcards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third 

Occasion. 

Issued. 

Returned. 

Laid  j Missing 

Laid 

Missing 

Laid 

Missing 

121 

25 

656  | 350 

. . L 

576 

218 

337 

86 

Percentage  of  Baits 
missing,  

53  per  cent. 

38  per  cent. 

26 

per  cent. 

No.  of  "baits  laid  "by  ratcatchers  in  public  places  . . . 
No.  of  such  baits  taken  away 

Percentage  taken  away  


3,981 

3,071 

34  per  cent. 


COUNTRY  PURCHASERS. 

Number  of  Postcards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

Issued.  1 Returned. 

Laid  1 Missing 

Laid 

Missing 

Laid 

Mis  sing 

1 

40  | 8 

€ 

0 

CT\ 

03 

243 

140 

130 

64 

Percentage  of  Baits 
missing,  

75  per  cent. 

58  per  cent. 

49  per  cent. 

Office  Sales  during  remainder  of  Year. 


CITY  PURCHASERS. 

Number  of 

Postcards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third 

Occasion. 

Issued. 

Returned. 

Laid 

Missing 

Laid 

Missing 

Laid 

Missing 

286 

12 



469 

374 

369 

203 

366, 

1 

192 

Percentage  of  Baits 
missing,  

80  per  cent. 

35  per  cent. 

52  per  cent. 

COUNTRY  PURCHASERS. 

Number  of  Postcards. 

First  Occasion. 

Second  Occasion. 

Third  Occasion. 

Issued.  | Returned. 

Laid  j Missing 

Laid  i Missing 

Laid 

Missing 

108  | 2 

65  | 60 

63  | 56 

60 

37 

Percentage  of  Baits 
missing,  

92  per  cent. 

89  per  cent . 

62  per  cent. 

As  part  of  their  routine  duty,  all  the  District  Inspectors  keep  a 
look-out  for  rat- infested  premises,  and,  when  such  are  found  and  sufficient 
steps  are  not  being  taken  to  exterminate  the  rats,  a notice  is  served  under 
the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  upon  either  the  occupier  or 
owner.  The  number  of  such  notices  served  during  the  past  year  was  100. 

The  corresponding  number  in  each  of  the  five  preceding  years  was> 
respectively,  94  in  1 93^ ; 110  in  1935;  98  in  1934;  82  in  1933;  and  76 
in  1932. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  continuous  work  which  has  been  carried  on 
in  the  City  during  the  past  nineteen  years  in  connection  with  the 
extermination  of  rats  is  having  good  effect.  Nevertheless,  it  is  necessary 
in  certain  premises,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  in  making  such  premises 
rat-proof,  to  carry  on  ceaselessly  the  work  of  extermination.  Whenever 
possible,  every  effort  is  made  to  prevent  re-infestation. 


Valuable/ 
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Valuable  assistance  continues  to  be  rendered  by  the  City  Engineer's 
Department  in  raising  the  pavements  and  closing  up  the  rat  runs. 

The  poisons  used  by  the  ratcatchers  are  liquid  red  squill  and  arsenic  - 
the  use  cf  the  latter  being  restricted  to  places  where  human  beings  and 
domestic  animals  cannot  obtain  access.  A "Cyanogas"  Foot  Duster-  is  also 
used  where  the  conditions  are  suitable.  The  gas  is  released  by  the  moisture 
in  the  atmosphere  - the  residue  being  entirely  non-poisonous.  The  Cleansing 
Department  have  obtained  an  additional  Cyanogas  Duster,  and  so  two  Dusters 
are  now  periodically  used  in  the  refuse  dumps  belonging  to  them. 


COMMON  L CD GING-HOUSES  AND  HOUSES  IET  IN  LODGINGS . 

At  the  end  of  1937  there  were  only  two  common  lodging-houses  in  the 
City,  viz.,  the  Sailors'  Home  and  the  Home  for  Deep  Sea  Fishermen.  Nine 
day  visits  were  made. 

The  number  of  houses  let  in  lodgings  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  18,  as  compared  with  19  in  the  previous  year.  This  number 
includes  three  houses  which  were  formerly  registered  as  common  lodging 
houses,  but  which,  on  account  of  the  charge  per  night  having  been,  in 
1920,  increased  beyond  the  sum  of  6d. , were  transferred  to  the  register 
of  houses  let  in  lodgings. 

The  number  of  day  visits  was  256,  and  night  visits  1 69 - The  houses 
were  kept  in  good  repair  and  in  a cleanly  condition.  Particular  attention 
is  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  bedding. 

The  Corporation  Lodging  House  continues  to  be  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  The  number  of  lodgers  ranged  from  185  to  26l . 

In  the  previous  year  the  number  ranged  from  1 67  to  262. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (i). 


SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THEATRES , MUSIC  HALLS,  CINEMAS,  &C. 

Following  upon  the  circular  letter  from  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health, 
dated  6th  December,  1920,  all  the  places  of  public  entertainment  were 
periodically  visited  during  the  year.  The  number  of  licensed  places  of 
amusement  is  5 4>  and  the  number  of  visits  paid  was  94* 

Details  cf  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (k). 


BILLIARD  SALOONS. 

Acting  on  the  instructions  of  the  Magistrates,  all  the  Billiard 
Saloons  (20),  in  the  City  were  inspected,  and  any  cleaning  or  repairs 
carried  out  before  the  licences  vrere  renewed.  The  number  of  inspections 
was  41 • 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (l) . 


PORT  SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

In  accordance  with  the  Scheme  of  Port  Sanitary  Administration 
prepared  by  the  Local  Authority  and  approved  by  the  Department  of  Health 
For  Scotland,  508  vessels  - 300  foreign  and  208  coastwise  - were  inspected 
during  the  year.  Of  these,  56  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Careful  inquiry  is  made  regarding  the  presence  of  rats.  Preventive 
measures  were  taken  on  board  all  vessels  arriving  from  plague  suspected 
ports./ 
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ports.  These  consisted  of  the  provision  of  rat-guards  for  all  mooring 
ropes  and  hawsers  to  prevent  the  escape  of  rats  on  shore,  and  the  talcing 
of  destructive  measures  on  hoard.  Specimens  of  rats  secured  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological,  examination,  and  in  all  cases  negative  results  were 
obtained. 


Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  vessels  visited 


Number 

Found 

Found 

Number  of 

Visited. 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory.  Notices  Issued, 

Foreign:- 

Steamers 

239 

230 

9 

8 

Motor 

40 

40 

- 

- 

Sailing 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Fishing 

20 

15 

5 

5 

Total  Foreign 

300 

28  6 

14 

13 

Coastwise 

Steamers 

29 

27 

2 

1 

Mot  or 

10 

10 

- 

- 

Sailing 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fishing 

169 

129 

40 

37 

Total  Coastwise 

208 

166 

42 

38 

Total  Foreign  and 

Coastwise 

508 

452 

56 

51 

Nuisances  and 

Defects  Discovered  (other 

than  in  Fishing 

Vessels. ) 

Forecastles 

, Rooms, 

SzC. 

Bug  infestation, 

2 

Floor  defective , 

0 • • 0 1 

Rat  infestation, 

0 e • 

...  2 

Leaking  Plates  , 

• • • • 3 

Inadequate  ventilation, 

1 

Floors 

of  rooms  dirty, 

...  1 

Heating  stoves  defective, 

2 

Table  s 

dirty,  ... 

© • • • i 

W.Cs.  , Nash- 

-houses, 

&c. 

Defective  W. C . , . 

• • 1 

1 

Spill  water  leaking  into 

Choked  soilpipe, 

• • • 

1 

forecastle,  ... 

• • • • 1 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Discovered  (Pishing  Vessels.) 

Forecastles,  Cabins,  Galleys,  &c. 


Rat  infestation,  ... 

Number 

Found. 

7 

No.  Remedied  before 
close  of  year. 

6 

Bug  infestation,  ... 

1 

1 

Cockroach  infestation,  

1 

1 

L6a.ka.g6  y • • • • • • • • ••  9 • • • 9 * • 

1' 

1 

Gear  stored  in  forecastles,  . ...  ... 

6 

6 

Paraffin  or  strong  smelling  gear  in  rooms, 

3 

2 

Walls  and  woodwork  of  rooms  dirty,  ... 

11 

10 

Floors  of  rooms  dirty,  

6 

6 

Pantries  dirty, 

2 

2 

Lockers  dirty, 

5 

5 

Forecastles  require  repainting,  ...  ... 

7 

6 

Drinking  water  tanks  dirty,  

2 

2 

Woodwork  of  rooms  defective,  

1 

Seats  and  cushions  in  cabins  defective, 

2 

Unsuitable  locker  for  storage  of  food,  . „ 

1 

No  door  between  the  forecastle  and  net  store. 

1 

Totals,  ... 

57 

“50 

62. 


W.C.  Accommodation. 


No  1(7. G.  accommodation,  ... 
W.C.  in  bad  situation,  ... 
W.Cs.  defective,  ...  ... 

Gear  stored  in  W.C.  apartment  , 
W.C.  apartment  dirty,  ... 


Number  No.  Remedied  before 
Found.  close  of  year. 

1 

1 

3 1 

. 1 

1 1 


Totals, 
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PORT  SMITHY  REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND)  1933- 

These  Regulations  require,  inter  alia,  that  on  the  arrival  of  a ship 
from  a foreign  port,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  a duly  authorised 
officer  of  the  local  authority  acting  on  his  behalf  shall  require  the 
master  to  produce  a valid  deratisation  certificate  or  a valid  deratisation 
exe  mpt  ion  cert  if  ic  ate . 

A "valid"  certificate  means  a certificate  issued  under  these  Regulations 
or  at  an  approved  foreign  port  which  has  not  been  current  for  more  than  six 
months  or  in  the  case  of  a ship  proceeding  to  her  home  port  more  than  seven 
months  from  the  date  of  the  last  inspection. 


Undernoted  are  particulars  of  the  work  dono:- 


No.  of  ships  inspected,  ...  ... 

No.  G-f  visits  made, 

No.  of  Deratisation  certificates  produced,  ... 

No.  of  Deratisation  Exemption  certificates  produced,  ... 

No.  of  ships  having  no  certificate,  

No.  of  ships  where  it  was  found  that  certificate  had  expired. 

No.  of  Deratisation  certificates  issued,  

No.  of  Deratisation  Exemption  certificates  issued,  ..  ... 


178 
292 
1 6 
118 
1 

20 

3 

20 


In  all  cases  where  no  valid  certificate  was  produced,  the  Captain 
was  informed  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  obtain  a certificate  without 
delay,  and  in  all  cases  where  the  vessel  was  going  to  another  port  in 
Great  Britain,  the  Public  Health  iiuthorities  were  communicated  with. 


BTFGCTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  1937?  2,8 46  cases  of  infedtious  disease  were  notified.  Of 
these,  1,792  cases  were  removed  or  treated  in  the  various  hospitals,  and 
255  cases  were  removed  to  the  Reception  House.  The  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  nursed  at  home  was  1,05 4»  There  were  707  cases  of 
pneumonia  (including  99  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia),  534  of  scarlet 
fever,  426  of  diphtheria,  367  of  whooping  cough,  1 63  of  tuberculosis 
(97  pulmonary  and  66  non -pulmonary) , 145  of  dysentery,  140  of  erysipelas, 
136  of  ophthalmia  noenatorum,  106  of  puerperal  pyrexia  (including  of 
puerperal  sepsis),  44  of  measles,  42  of  chickenpox,  18  of  infective 
jaundice,  7 of  typhoid  or  para- typhoid  fever,  5 of  cere bro- spinal  fever, 

3 of  encephalitis  lethargica,  2 of  malaria  and  1 of  acute  polionyelitis. 

There  were  1,254  notices  served  under  Section  50  (2)  and  Section 
53  (2)  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

There  were  2,672  intimations  made  to  school  teachers,  2,602  houses 
and  2,901  sets  of  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected  and  1 1 3 chaff  beds 
destroyed. 


HITGRMENTS . / 
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INTERMENTS . 


Applications  were  received  in  23  cases,  under  Section  69  of  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897>  to  bury  unclaimed  bodies  or  the 
bodies  of  persons  whose  relatives  were  unable  to  do  so,  being  12  more 
than  in  the  previous  year.  Three  applications  were  subsequently 
withdrawn  and  the  interments  carried  out  by  relatives,  while  one 
application  was  made  in  respect  of  a sick  child  which  survived. 

Nineteen  of  the  applications  were  granted  at  a cost  to  the  Department 
of  £32:6:6,  of  which  £14:10:6  was  refunded  by  relatives  and  others. 

The  ages  of  the  interred  were:-  14  under  one  year  of  age,  and  5 adults. 

Twelve  of  the  interments  wore  carried  out  in  Trinity  Cemetery;  3 hi 
Allcnvale  Cemetery,  2 in  Nellfield  Cemetery,  1 in  Springbank  Cemetery; 
and  1 in  St.  Peter' s Cemetery. 


PROSECUTIONS. 

Particulars  as  to  the  prosecutions  instituted  by  the  Department  in 
the  course  of  the  year  will  be  found  in  Appendix  V. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  GUMMING, 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 
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APPENDIX  I. 

STATEMENT  OP  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  OTHER 

ACTS  DURING  1937- 


Number. 


Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors  employed, 

I.  - Nuisances. 


Complaints  received,  ...  ... 

Intimations  under  Section  19,  ... 

Notices  served  under  Section  70 >5  

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken. 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  successful, 


13 


..  4,296 
..  4,377 
. . 186 
0 
0 


II.  - Factories  and  Workshops  (including  Bakehouses). 


Inspections,  ..  ...  2,121 

Notices  served,  ...  ...  . 384 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  0 


III.  - Tents  and  Vans. 


Inspections,  . . 


974 


IV.  - Underground  Dwellings. 

Reported  to  Local  Authority,  ...  ...  ...  0 

Notices  to  owners  (Section  74),  • 0 

V.  - Common  Lodging  Houses. 

On  Register  at  31st  December,  1937,  •••  . 2 

x Common  Lodging  Houses  belonging  to  the  Local  Authority,  1 

Inspections  between  8 a.m.  and  10  p.m.,  ...  9 

Inspections  between  10  p.m.  and  8 a.m. , 0 

Intimations  of  Irregularities  sent  to  Keepers,  0 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  to  Medical  Officer, 

(Secti  on  97),  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Unregistered  Premises  dealt  with,  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  (Breaches  of 

Byelaws,  &c.),  0 


x Meantime  registered  as  a "House  Let  in  Lodgings." 


VI..  - Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

On  Register  at  31st  December,  1937,  

Inspections  between  8 acm.  and  10  p.m.,  ... 

Inspections  between  10  p.m.  and  8 a.m. , ... 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken. 


18 

256 

169 

0 


VII.  ~ _Infe ctious  Diseases . 


Visits  of  Inquiry,  &c.,  

Patients  removed  to  Hospital, 

Persons  removed  to  House  of  Reception,  ...  

Notices  served  under  Section  50  (2),  , » 

Notices  served  under  Section  53  (2),  

Intimations  to  Education  Authorities,  Teachers,  &c.,  ... 

Houses  and  Premises  disinfected,  ...  

Sets  of  Clothing,  Bedding,  & c.,  disinfected  or  destroyed. 
Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  


6,113 

1,942 

255 

1,254 

1,254 

2,672 

2,602 

2,901 

0 


VIII./ 
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Number. 


VIII.  - Burials. 


19 


1 


Burials  undertaken  in  terms  of  Section  69,  

IX.  - Slaughter-Houses  and  Offensive  Trades. 

Applications  under  Section  32  for  sanction  to  establish, 

Applications  granted,  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Applications  under  Section  33  for  Licence  or  Renewal 
of  Lie ence ,.  ...  ...  *o»  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Applications  granted,  ...  ...  ...  

Public  Slaughter-Houses  (if  any)  belonging  to  Local  Authority, 0 

Private  Slaughter-Houses,  . ...  ...  if 

Unlicensed  Slaughter-Houses  dealt  with,  0 

Inspections  of  Slaughter-Houses,  ...  ...  2,892 

Inspections  of  other  Offensive  Businesses,  ..  ...  ...  2,265 

Number  of  such  other  Offensive  Businesses  at  31st  Deer., 

1937,  • ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  (Breaches  of 

Byelaws,  &c.),  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

X._  - Unsound  Food. 

Inspections  under  Section  if 3,  (a^  Meat,  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Other  Poods,  ...  ...  3,4-61 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Pood,  (a)  Meat,  0 

(b)  Other  Poods,  132 

Animals  or  Carcases  or  Articles  of  Pood  destroyed  with  Owner's 
Consent  by  or  at  the  instance  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  132 
Cases  in  which  Owners  of  Unsound  Pood  we re  prosecuted,  ..  0 

Convictions  in  connection  with  above  cases,  „ ... 


not  disposed  of. 

5 
4 


XI.  - Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act. 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  . . 

Certified  to  be  Genuine,  .. 

Certified  to  be  Deficient,  ,.. 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken. 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  successful, 

XII.  - Rag  Flock  Act,  1911  ° 

Sairples  procured  for  analysis,  .. 

Certified  to  conform  to  standard, 

Certified  not  to  conform  to  standard,  . ...  ... 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  v/ere  taken,  ... 

XIII.  - Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act. 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  

Certified  correct, 

Certified  deficient,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

XIV.  - Bye-Laws. 

Inspections  in  carrying  out  Bye-Laws  relating  to  - 


a)  Pigstyes,  

.b)  Dairies  & Milkshops,  ... 

(c)  Pish  Meal  Factories,  ... 

(d)  Cleaning  of  Common  Stairs,  &c.. 


0 


1,343 

1,291 

52 

12 

9 


28 

28 

0 


39 

..  1,591 
411 

..  224 


■ 
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APPENDIX  II. 

DETAILS  OF  WORK  DONE  DURING  YEAR. 


A - Drainage . 


Defective  drains  made  good*  ...  ...  ... 

Drains  properly  ventilated,  

Additional  water-closets  fitted  up,  

Workmen’s  privies  reconstructed,  

Unsatisfactory  W.C.  apartments  improved,  ... 

Defective  water-closets  replaced,  

Defective  water-closets  repaired,  

Soil-pipes  of  water-closets  renewed  or  repaired. 
Ventilation  pipes  renewed  or  repaired,  ... 
Water-closet  cisterns  repaired,  . ...  ... 

Overflow  pipes  from  cisterns  repaired,  ... 

Pulls  for  cisterns  provided,  

Defective  flushpipes  repaired,  

Additional  water  supplies  provided  for  water-closets. 
Additional  water  supplies  provided  for  wash-houses. 
Additional  sinks  provided,  ... 

Defective  sinks  replaced  or  repaired, 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired,  ... 

V/ater  taps  repaired,  

Baths  repaired,  

Wash-hand  basins  repaired  or  renewed, 

Washtubs  provided, 

Waste  or  rain-water  pipes  replaced  or  repaired. 
Defective  grid  traps  replaced,  . . 

New  gratings  provided  for  grid  traps, 

Eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired, 

Defective  inspection  covers  renewed, 

Choked  drains  and  pipes  cleared  out. 

Choked  water-closets  cleared  out, 

Drains  flushed,  


9 

5 

534 

3 

89 

380 

34 

37 

32 

131 

15 

2 

85 

5 

6 

14 
21 
51 
10 

2 

3 

15 
ill 

19 

29 

137 

29 

723 

28 

4 


B - Structural  Defects,  &c. 


Accumulations  of  ashes,  filth,  and  other  rubbish  removed. 
Accumulations  of  stagnant  water  removed, 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed. 

Manure  pits  repaired. 

Courts  repaired,  ... 

Passages  paved. 

Passages  repaired,  . . 

Overcrowding  abated, 

Improved  window  ventilation  for  dwelling  apartment 
Improved  window  ventilation  for  W.C.  apartments, 

Broken  sashcords  renewed, ... 

Broken  quadrants  renewed  or  repaired,  . ... 

Sash  fasteners  repaired  or  renewed, 

Windows  of  dwelling  apartments  reglazed  or  repaired 
Roof-lights  of  dwelling  apartments  reglazed  or  repaired, 
Windows  or  roof-lights  of  lobbies  or  staircases  reglazed 

or  repaired,  

Windows  or  roof-lights  of  water-closets  reglazed, 

Windows  or  roof-lights  of  wash-houses  reglazed,  . 

Walls  of  dwelling-houses  repaired,  

Walls  of  dwelling-houses  re-harled  or  repointed, 

Window  rybats  re-pointed,  

Damp  dwelling-houses  remedied,  

Roof -coverings  of  dwelling-houses  repaired,  . 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  dwelling-houses  repaired 
Plaster/ 


118 

32 

6 

2 

54 

17 

28 

639 

6 

1 1 6 
48 
52 
13 
123 
7 

144 

86 

170 

21 

6 

29 

117 

119 

226 


527 
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Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  lobbies  and  staircases 
repaired,  . ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  pends  and  passages 
repaired,  ...  . . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets'  repaired. 
Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  wash-houses  repaired,  . 
Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  drying-lofts  repaired, 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  dwelling  apartments  whitewashed  or 
repapered ,...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  lobbies  and  staircases  whitewashed 

or  otherwise  cleaned,  ... 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  passages  whitewashed,  . 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  private  pends  limewashed, 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  whitewashed, 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  privies  cleaned,  ... 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  wash-houses  whitewashed. 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  drying-lofts  whitewashed. 

Floors  of  dwelling  apartments  repaired, 

Floors  of  drying-lofts  repaired,  

Floors  of  lobbies,  landings  and  stair-steps  repaired 


38 
209 
12 4 
8 

1 15 

844 

203 

42 

1 ,928 
6 

1,254 

43 
57 

6 

141 


Wash-houses  repaired  - 


Roofs,  117 

Walls,  76 

Floors,  ...  ...  ...  47 

Doors,  ...  ...  ...  6l 

Tub s,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Gantries,  ...  ...  ...  25 

Brickwork  of  boilers, 105 

Furnaces,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Boilers  repaired  or  renewed, 39 

Boiler  lids  repaired  or  renewed,  51 

Flue  s,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . o ...  27 

Windows,  39 


Water-closet  apartments  repaired  - 


Roofs,  139 

Walls,  73 

Floors,  . 21 

Doors,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Seats,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  207 

Windows, 22 


Cellars  repaired  - 

Roofs,  ... 

Walls,  ... 

Floors, 

Doors, 


229 

199 

11 

151 


Locks  for  water-closet  apartments  provided  or  repaired, 

Woodwork  around  sinks  renewed  or  repaired,  

Defective  chimneys  repaired,  

Grates  and  fire-places  repaired, 

Doors  of  dwelling-houses  repaired  or  renewed,  ... 

Door  furniture  renewed  or  repaired, 

Mantel  shelves  repaired,  . . ...  ... 

Gas  brackets  renewed  or  repaired,  

Back  gates  repaired,  

Woodwork  of  cupboards  repaired,  

Stair  handrails  or  balustrades  repaired  or  renewed. 
Linoleum/ 


94 

52 

45 

68 

54 

41’ 

7 

10 

11 

10 

73 
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Linoleum  coverings  of  lobbies,  stairsteps,  &c.,  repaired 
or  renewed,  . . 

Clothes  poles  renewed  or  repaired, 

Boundary  walls  repaired,  . . 

Palings  repaired,  

Back  courts  and  areas  cleaned, 

Passages  cleaned,  

Sinks  cleaned,  

Entrance  lobbies,  stairsteps,  and  landings  cleaned, 
Floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets  cleaned, 
Floors  of  drying-lofts  cleaned,  . ...  ... 

Floors  of  dwelling  apartments  cleaned,  

Dwelling  apartments  in  which  articles  of  furniture 
c le  anod , ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Sets  of  bed  and  body  clothing  cleaned,  

Nuisances  caused  by  domestic  animals  abated, 

Offensive  smells  in  dwelling  apartments  abated,  .. 

Houses  cleared  of  bugs,  ...  

Houses  cleared  of  rats,  . 


were 


C - Smoke  Abatement. 


9 

18 

3 

43 

17 

8 

3 

36 

25 

3 

119 

112 

118 

51 

20 

109 

100 


(a)  Factories,  &c.  - 


Number  of  observations  made,  102 

Number  of  cases  where  notices  were  served  or  warnings 

given, 14 

Number  of  prosecutions,  0 


(b)  Steam  Wagons  - 


Number  of  observations  made,  109 

Number  of  cases  where  warnings  were  given, 0 

Number  of  prosecutions,  ...  0 

(c)  Railway  Engines  - 

Number  of  observations  made,  ...  57 

Number  of  cases  where  warnings  were  given, 3 

Number  of  prosecutions,  0 


D - Pig-Styes. 


Walls  and  ceilings  of  pig-styes  limewashed, 184 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  boiling-houses  limewashed,  8 

Floors  of  Boiling-houses  repaired,  5 

Floors  of  pig-styes  repaired,  7 

Feeding  troughs  repaired  or  renewed,  5 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed,  2 

Floors  of  pig- styes  cleaned,  21 

Floors  of  passages  cleaned,  2 

Floors  of  boiling-houses  cleaned,  4 

Cesspool  cleaned  out,  1 

Additional  drainage  provided,  1 

E-  — Workshops. 

On  register  at  beginning  of  year,  677 

Added  during  year, 33 

Closed  during  year,  47 

Converted  into  factories, 7 

On  register  at  end  of  year,  656 

Number  of  visits  paid,  1,471 

Walls/ 


59 
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Walls  and  ceilings  of  workshops  limewashed  or  otherwise 
cleaned,  . » . « « . •••  • • » 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  limewashed  or 

otherwise  cleaned,  . 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  staircases  limewashed  or  otherwise 
c le  ane  d,  . . . . . . • . « • . . . • • 

Basins  of  water-closets  cleaned,  ... 

Floors  of  water-closets  cleaned,  ... 

Seats  of  water-closets  cleaned,  . ... 

Cloakrooms  cleaned, 

Floors  of  staircases  or  passages  cleaned. 

Defective  floor  repaired,  

Defective  chimney  repaired,  

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceiling  repaired, 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  workrooms 
Additional  lighting  provided  for  workshop 
Seat  of  water-closet  repaired,  .. 

Doors  of  water-closet  repaired,  . 

Defective  water-closets  repaired. 

Choked  drains  or  pipes  cleared  out, 

Courtyards  cleaned,  

Courtyard  repaired,  

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed. 

Accumulation  of  manure  removed,  . 

Other  complaints  removed,  . ... 


Bakehouses. 


On  register  at  beginning  of  year,  

Added  during  year,  

Closed  during  year,  

On  register  at  end  of  year,  

Number  of  visits  paid,  

Bakehouses  limewashed,  

Glazed  walls  cleaned,  

Pastry  rooms  limewashed, 

Stores  or  cellars  limewashed,  

Water-closets  limewashed,  

Passages  and  staircases  limewashed,  ... 

Cloakrooms  limewashed,  ...  

Floors  of  bakehouses  cleaned,  ... 

Floors  of  stores  cleaned, 

Floors  of  pastry  rooms  cleaned, 

Floors  of  cloakrooms  cleaned, . , ... 

Stairsteps  and  passages  &c.  cleaned,  

Floors  of  water-closets  cleaned,  

Basins  of  water-closets  cleaned,  

Seats  of  water-closets  cleaned,  . ...  ...  ... 

Ovens  and  hot-plates  cleaned, 

Baking  Machines  cleaned, 

Steam  presses  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  

Bakehouse  tables  cleaned, 

Baking  utensils  cleaned, 

F it  t mg  s c le  ane  d,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Windows  cleaned, ... 

Sinks  of  wash-hand  basins  cleaned,  ...  .,.  ... 

Woodwork  of  doors  cleaned,  ... 

Floors  of  bakehouses  repaired,  

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  bakehouses  repaired, 

Windows  repaired  or  reglazed, ... 

Cords  provided  for  windows  and  roof  lights,  ..  ... 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  and  manure  removed,  ... 

Covers  provided  for  food  receptacles, 

Premises  cleared  of  rats,  . ...  ...  ...  ... 

Premises/ 


19 

K 

11 

15 

7 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

10 

15 

1 

13 

1 

K 


79 

2 

5 

76 

203 

33 

5 

5 

27 

13 

5 

3 

18 

7 

3 

2 

5 

6 

10 

7 
2 
6 
6 

5 

18 

25 

2 

10 

6 
5 
2 

11 

9 

8 
5 
2 
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Premises  cleared  of  mice,  . 
Premises  cleared  of  “beetles, 


ice 


milk 


G - Milkshops. 

Walls  of  milkshops  cleaned,  

Ceilings  of  milkshops  cleaned, 

Walls  of  back  rooms  cleaned,  

Ceilings  of  back  rooms  cleaned, 

Ceilings  of  milk  stores  lined  with  plywood, 

Walls  of  milkstores  rendered  with  cement,  .. 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  W.Cs.  whit e washed, 

'Walls  of  cellars  whitewashed, 

Stores  cleaned  and  tidied,  

Shelves,  countersand  other  fittings  cleaned, 

Floors  cleaned,  ... 

General  cleanliness  irrproved, 

Floor  coverings  renewed  or  repaired,  .. 

Floors  repaired, 

Grate  repaired,  

Plaster  repaired,  

Milk  vessel  repaired, 

Sterilising  chests  provided,  , . 

Water  supply  and  sink  provided, 

Warnings  given  regarding  covers  not  being  used  for 

cream  vessels,  

Warning  given  regarding  covers  not  being  used  for 
vessels,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Warning  given  re  advertising  of  "Grade  A."  milk, 

Warning  given  re  filling  milk  bottles  on  street, 

Warning  given  re  children  being  in  milk  shop, 

Warnings  given  re  selling  ice  cream  in  unsuitable  premises, 
Warnings  given  re  loose  milk  being  sold  in  shops  which  do 
not  comply  with  dairy  byelaws,  . ... 

Windows  reglazed  or  repaired,  

Windows  made  to  open  easily,  

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed. 

Woodwork  or  zinc  around  sinks  repaired, 

Gas  pipe  repaired,  

W.C.  cistern  repaired,  

W.C.  seats  repaired,  

Shops  from  which  unsuitable  artiebs  were  removed 

Coal  bunker  provided,  

Ice  cream  being  sold  in  unsuitable  premises. 

Nuisance  caused  by  domestic  animals  abated,  . 

Mice  infestation  nuisance  abated,  

Fly  infestation  abated, 

Label  provided  for  skimmed  milk  vessel,  ... 

Doors  leading  to  living  rooms  closed,  . ... 

Door  leading  to  domestic  wash-house  closed,  . 

Application  to  manufacture  ice  cream  refused, 

Applications  to  sell  ice  cream  refused,  ... 

Application  to  sell  milk  for  consumption  on  the  premises 
refused,  ....  ....  ....  ...  ... 

Other  connplaints  removed,  . ...  ... 

H - Food shops. 


15 

24 

30 

30 

5 

5 
4 

6 
8 
2 

20 

33 

22 

9 

1 

7 

1 

2 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

13 

6 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

15 

5 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

7 

1 

3 


Walls 

and 

ceilings 

of 

shops  cleaned, 

• • • 

...  65 

Walls 

and 

ceilings 

of 

back  rooms  cleaned,  ... 

• • • 

...  133 

Walls 

and 

ceilings 

of 

stores  cleaned,  . ... 

• • • 

...  21 

Walls 

and 

ceilings 

of 

cloakrooms  cleaned,  ... 

• • o 

2 

Walls 

and 

ceilings 

of 

staircases  cleaned,  ... 

• • • 

5 

Walls 

and 

ceilings 

of  cellars  cleaned,  ... 

• • • 

...  53 

Walls  and 
Walls/ 

ceilings 

of 

water-closets  cleaned, . 

• • • 

...  32 
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Walls  and  ceilings  of  urinals  cleaned , 

Floors  of  shops  cleaned,  . , 

Floors  of  cellars  cleaned,  ...  ... 

Floors,  seats  and  basins  of  water-closets 
Fittings  cleaned,  . ...  ... 

Fittings  repaired,  . . 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  repaired. 
Floors  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Partition  walls  repaired,  

Stairsteps  repaired,  ... 

Floor-  coverings  repaired  or  renewed,  .. 

Woodwork  around  sinks  repaired,  . ... 

Windows  of  shops  reglazed  or  repaired. 

Basins  of  W„Cs.  replaced, 

Urinal  repaired,  ...  ...  • 

Waste  pipes  repaired,  ... 

Sinks  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed,  ... 
Seats  of  W.Cs.  repaired,  ..  ...  ... 

Other  complaints  removed,  . ...  ... 


le  aned 


I - Common  Lodging  Houses  & Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 


Walls  and  ceilings  of  rooms  cleaned, 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  passages  and  staircases  whitewashed. 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  W.C.  apartments  cleaned. 

Floors  cleaned. 

Stairs  cleaned,  

Windows  cleaned,  ...  ... 

Wash-house  boiler  repaired. 

Sink  cleaned,  . 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  repaired, 

Windows  reglazed  or  repaired, 

Floors  repaired,  ...  ... 

Floor  coverings  repaired,  . 

Seat  of  W.C.  repaired,  ... 

Sashcords  renewed,  ..  ... 

Chairs  repaired,  

Doors  repaired,  ...  ... 

Woodwork  around  sink  repaired, 

Grates  and  fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired. 

Chimneys  swept,  ... 

Gas  pipes  and  fittings  repaired, 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed, 

Verminous  bedding  disinfected,  . . 

Unsatisfactory  bedding  and  bedclothing  replaced, 

Beds  not  properly  made,  ... 

Defective  bedsteads  repaired, 

Verminous  persons  cleansed. 

Rooms  cleared  of  bugs,  ... 

Rooms  cleared  of  rats,  ... 

Roof  coverings  repaired,  .. 

Additional  towels  provided, 

General  cleanliness  inproved. 

Keys  provided,  ...  ... 

Other  complaints  removed,  . 


K - Places  of  Public  Amusement. 


Number  of  inspections,  ...  ... 

Sashcords  for  windows  renewed,  . . 

Cords  for  ventilators  renewed,  .. 
Premises  in  which  seats  were  cleaned, 
Premises  in  v/hich  seats  were  repaired, 
Walls/ 


6 

10 

5 

12 
21 
1 6 
28 
21 
1 
2 
38 

5 
8 
2 
1 

6 
2 

31 

9 

9 


6 

3 

2 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

12 

3 

2 

1 

7 

3 
9 
1 
5 

4 
2 
2 

14 

39 

5 

8 
3 

10 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 


94 

1 

2 

3 

2 


r 
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Walls  of  halls  cleaned,  ...  

Walls  and  ceilings  of  dressing-rooms  cleaned,  ... 

Walls  and  ceiling.-  of  kitchen  cleaned,  

Walls  and  ceilings  of  staircases  and  passages  cleaned, 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  cleaned,  ... 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  urinals  cleaned,  ...  ... 

Floors  of  cloakrooms  cleaned, 

Floor  coverings  renewed  or  repaired, 

Windows  repaired  and  reglaeed,  

Water-closet  seats  repaired  or  renewed,  

Urinal  stalls  cleaned,  

Pull  provided  for  W.C.  cistern, ... 

Choked  wastepipe  cleared  out, 

Floors  and  "basins  of  lf.Cs.  cleaned, ... 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  repaired,  

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed,  

Other  complaints  removed, 

L - Billiard  Saloons. 

Number  of  inspections,  

Walls  and  ceilings  of  billiard  rooms  cleaned,  ... 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  stairs  and  passages  cleaned, 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  W.Cs.  cleaned,  

Walls  and  ceiling  of  urinal  cleaned,  

Urinal  stalls  cleaned,  

Floors  of  billiard  rooms  cleaned,  

Floors  of  W.Cs.  cleaned, 

Premises  in  which  seats  were  cleaned, 

Premises  in  which  seats  were  repaired, 

Stairsteps  and  landing  cleaned, 

Floor  coverings  renewed  or  repaired,  

Door  repaired,  ...  

Windows  repaired  or  reglazed, 

W.C.  seat  repaired, 

Plaster  on  walls  repaired,  

Floor  of  Billiard  room  repaired, 

Walls  and  ceiling  of  W.C.  apartment  repaired,  ... 

W«C.  repaired,  

Roof  covering  of  heating  chamber  repaired,  


10 

6 

1 

16 

19 

5 

2 

5 

4 

6 

1 

1 

1 

4 

6 

2 

7 

41 

8 

2 

5 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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APPENDIX  III. 


INSPECTIONS  OP  FOOD. 


Number  and  Place  of  Inspections  of  Food  during  Year  1 9 3 7» 


Fish  Market,  ...  ... 

329 

Wholesale  Warehouses, 

...  1 67 

Shipping  Sheds, 

106 

Fleshers'  Shops,  ... 

...  89 

Fish-curing  Premises,  .. 

128 

New  Market  Hall,  ... 

...  249 

Slaught er-hous e s , 

2,892 

Street  Markets, 

...  136 

Meat  Marts,  

1,755 

Other  Premises,  ... 

...2,124 

Provision  Curing  Works, . 

119 

Total, 

..  8,108 

Retail  Shops,  

14 

Unsound  Food 

seized 

or  Destroyed  During  ye 

ar  1937 

• 

CO 

0 

0 & 

• *H 

Weight  in 

* w 

• • 

^-1  1— j 

O erf 

<D  (D 

pq  > 

Lhs. 

• 

c 

0 

•p 

-p 

• 

rW 

8 

Ph 

•9 

0 

1 — 1 

<+H 

-P 

a 

0 

r— 1 

£ 

O 

£ 

0 

fd  • 

0 • 0 to 

X B g rtf 

0 q 0 

0 trj  -ho 

4 

•H 

Jany. , 

0 0 

& w 
85 

24,951 

s 

34 

479 

0 

c2j 

354 

hi 

O ^ P4 

- 958 

Fehy. , 

70 

18,624 

38 

63 

353 

- 

92 

- 

17  822 

- 

March, 

112 

30,991 

- 

40 

447 

- 

332 

- 

183 

12,656 

April, 

122 

26,849 

- 

587 

725 

- 

436 

- 

7 762 

1 ,456 

May, 

119 

31,951 

- 

96 

43 

- 

504 

- 

- 507 

- 

June , 

103 

18,990 

62 

341 

406 

30 

472 

- 

- 306 

- 

July, 

101 

24,302 

- 

654 

- 

606 

- 

- 1,548 

140 

Augt., 

132 

24,603 

194 

471 

398 

- 

1 ,040 

- 

8 645 

- 

Septr. , 

88 

19,355 

- 

276 

86 

- 

234 

- 

- 969 

- 

Octr., 

105 

23,114 

- 

528 

1 ,122 

251 

- 

- 1,732 

- 

Novr. , 

111 

28,734 

318 

184 

244 

- 

506 

16 

- 693 

- 

Deer., 

. . 85 

26,167 

- 

591 

422 

- 

312 

- 

- 1,048 

- 

Total, 

. 1,233 

298,631 

612 

3,351 

5,379 

30 

5,139 

16 

32  10,173 

14,252 

x Including  offal  v/here  farming  only  part  of  seizure. 


Food  Inspections  - Summary  for  Years  1928  to  1937. 


1928.  1929. 

1930. 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

Number  of  Inspections, 

10,230  9,909 

9,155 

8,922  8,858  8,741 

8,486 

7,998  8,099 

8,108 

Number  of  Seizures, 

1,237  1,135 

1,386  1,333 

1,306  1,125 

1,263  1,226 

1,196 

1,233 

Weight  of  Food  seized 

(Tons),  

Number  of  Cases  dealt 

151  151 

151 

150 

147 

121 

132 

133 

156 

151 

with  by  Magistrates, 
Legal  Proceedings 

56  2 ... 

• 0 0 

• • • 

000 

• • • 

• • 0 

000 

x2 

• • • 

instituted,  . ... 

2 

• • • 

000 

000 

• • • 

• • • 

000 

2 

• 00 

Fines  Imposed,  ... 

£25 

0 0 • 

000 

000 

• • • 

000 

0 0 0 

£8 

• 00 

x Proceedings  instituted  by  the 

i Meat 

Inspector. 

. 

. 


■ 
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APPENDIX  IV. 

LIST  OP  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS  IN  ABERDEEN  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1937, 
WITH  NUMBER  OP  EMPLOYEES. 


Description  of  Workshop. 

Number. 

No.  of 
Male 

Employees. 

No.  of 
Female 
Employees 

Bakers,  

• • • 

0 0 0 

30 

37 

33 

Basket  makers,  

• • • 

0 0 0 

2 

14 

- 

Blacksmiths,  

• • • 

0 0 0 

13 

21 

— 

Blindmaker,  

• • • 

0 0 0 

1 

2 

- 

Bootmakers, 

• • • 

0 0 0 

5 

3 

— 

Bottlers,  

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 

5 

6 

Cartwright, 

• • • 

0 0 0 

1 

1 

— 

Carver,  ...  

• • • 

0 0* 

1 

- 

— 

Confectioners,  

• 0 • 

0*0 

4 

1 

3 

Concrete  Slab  Maker,  ... 

• • • 

0 0 0 

1 

1 

Coopers,  

o 0 0 

0 0 0 

4 

5 

- 

Corset  Maker,  

• • • 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

- 

Qy cle  Repairers, 

• • o 

0 0 0 

15 

15 

— 

Dentists  (Mechanical),  .. 

• • • 

0 0 0 

2 

3 

- 

Embroiderer,  

• • 0 

0 0 0 

1 

2 

Engravers, 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

5 

3 

- 

Fishcurers,  

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

79 

226 

304 

Fishdrier,  

• • o 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

- 

Pishing  Net  Makers,  ... 

0 0 • 

0 0 0 

4 

15 

66 

Pish  Packers,  

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

107 

276 

222 

Fish  Box  Washers,  . ... 

• • • 

0 0 0 

13 

37 

- 

Pishing  Tackle  Makers,  .. 

• • • 

0 0 0 

2 

2 

37 

Florist, 

• • 0 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

8 

Furniture,  Makers  of,  ... 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

28 

97 

47 

Furriers,  

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

3 

- 

5 

Gold  Paint  Manufacturer, 

0 0 o 

0 0 0 

1 

1 

1 

Golf  Club  Repairer,  ... 

• • • 

0 0 0 

1 

1 

- 

Gut  or  Tripe  Cleaners,  .. 

o 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 

7 

13 

Health  Salt  Manufacturer, 

• • « 

0 0 0 

1 

— 

9 

Cm 

India  Rubber  Merchant , . . 

• • 0 

0 0 0 

1 

1 

— 

Jam  Maker,  . . ...  ... 

• • • 

0 0 0 

1 

<* 

2 

Japanners, 

• 00 

0 0 0 

2 

2 

- 

Joiners,  

• • • 

0 0 0 

10 

11 

- 

Laundry,  

• • 0 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

- 

Milliners,  

• • • 

0 0 0 

23 

- 

41 

Motor  Repairers, 

• • • 

0 0 ® 

20 

22 

- 

Oil  Manufacturer,  . ... 

0 0 o 

0 0 0 

1 

2 

- 

Optician, 

• • 0 

0 0 0 

1 

2 

- 

Onion  Bunching, 

• 00 

0 0 0 

3 

3 

- 

Painters,  (including  Glass 

Stainers) , 

32 

291 

2 

Paper  Bag  Makers,  . ... 

• • 0 

0 0 0 

2 

- 

6 

Photographers,  

• 0 0 

0 0 0 

12 

2 

15 

Picture  Frame  Makers,  ... 

0 0* 

0 O 0 

6 

14 

- 

Plaster  Casters  and  Tile  Fixers, 

0 0 0 

5 

7 

- 

Plumbers, 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

40 

160 

— 

Rag  and  Metal  Merchants, 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

14 

23 

11 

Riggers,  

0 0 0 

0 0* 

3 

18 

- 

Sack  Repairer,  

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 

2 

- 

Saddlers,  

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

7 

9 

5 

Sailmakers,  

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 

2 

1 

Scale  Repairers,  

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 

4 

- 

Shoot  Metal  Workers,  ... 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 

- 

— 

Shirt  Maker,  

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 

— 

4 

Stonecutters,  

Tailors,/ 

0 0* 

0 0 0 

3 

6 

i 
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Description  of  Workshop. 

Tailors,  

Tinsmiths,  

Typewriter  Repairers,  

Undertakers,  

Watchmakers  and  Jewellers,  

Wearing  Apparel,  Makers  of  

Wig makers,  

Wireworkers,  

Wireless  Repairer,  

Totals, 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Male 

Female 

Number. 

Employees. 

Employee  s, 

80 

69 

82 

5 

18 

- 

3 

7 

- 

3 

4 

- 

11 

12 

- 

54 

157 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

- 

1 

4 

- 

686 

1,474 

1,076 

APPENDIX  V.  - PROCEEDINGS  FOR  CONTRAVENTIONS  OF  STATUTES  IN  YEAR  1937. 
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IN  ADDITION  TO  THE  ABOVE,  18  PROSECUTIONS,  FOLLOWING  UPON  INFORMATION  SUPPLIED  BY  THE  POLICE,  WERE  INSTITUTED. 
CONVICTIONS  WERE  OBTAINED  IN  EVERY  CASE,  THE  PENALTIES  RANGING  FROM  10/-  to  £4. 


